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UAE: Oil spill and illegal dumping pollute Fujairah coast
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Yousuf Moidu, a fisherman, walks along the Qidfa sea beach in Fujairah which has been hit by oil pollution, with oil slick clearly visible and stretching for about two kilometres along the shore.
Fujairah's coastline suffers from oil pollution - either spilt but more commonly illegally dumped - on an average of once a month because of lack of tanker reception facilities for waste, experts say. With the majority of oil tankers passing through the Arabian Gulf and ending in the UAE, oil has taken its toll on the eastern coast according to the Abu Dhabi-based SEACOR Environmental Services.

It was noted that some of the oil spills were not accidental as implied, but were in fact the result of illegal dumping of oil waste products into the sea.

Fujairah and Khorfakkan, which rank as the biggest bunker port in the world, house the only reception facility for the UAE, and even that has a minimal capacity said John Dipple, managing director of SEACOR Environmental Services. 





In 2008, under observation of the principles of the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (Marpol 73/78), an area - bigger than the GCC - was marked as a Special Area in which no oil or solid waste would be allowed to be dumped at sea. http://www.gulfnews.com/nation/Environment/10274506.html
USA CALIFORNIA: Laws Tightening Regulations On Oil Operations Go Into Effect

A year after the series of oil spills at Greka Oil & Gas Inc. facilities that saw hundreds of thousands of gallons of crude oil and processed water leak into the ground and local waterways, legislation crafted in reaction to those events has taken effect. Two assembly bills authored by Assemblyman Pedro Nava and signed by 

 HYPERLINK "http://gov.ca.gov/" \o "Gov. Schwarzenegger" Gov. Schwarzenegger in October were activated at the beginning of the year.

Assembly Bill 1960 tightens maintenance standards for all oil facilities in the state, giving the California Department of Conservation‘s Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources authority to shut down facilities that don’t meet its minimum standards. The bill also levies the bulk of the costs for decommissioning faulty facilities and cleaning up pollutants on the operator, while increasing the maximum civil penalty for violations from $5,000 to $25,000.
Meanwhile, Assembly Bill 2911 requires the California Department of Fish & Game to respond to inland spills in the same way it responds to marine spills, by authorizing it to raise more funding to pay for cleanup of inland spills. According to the DFG’s Office of Spill Prevention and Response, the state responds to less than a third of inland oil spills. The bill also increases the minimum civil penalties for inland and marine spills to $50,000, with a maximum of $1 million. OSPR also ban penalize polluters up to $250,000 a day for inadequately cleaning up spills.
 http://www.noozhawk.com/local_news/article/0112_laws_tightening_regulations_on_oil_operations_go_into_effect/
UAE: ENOC conducts major oil spill response drill at Jebel Ali Port
Emirates National Oil Company (ENOC) successfully conducted a joint oil spill emergency response exercise in Jebel Ali recently. The exercise, called ‘Amwaj 4’, took place at Tanker Berth No. 3 of Jebel Ali Port.

The drill was conducted in view of concerns raised over some recent incidents and circumstances that developed over the past two years in Arabian Gulf. Spill response teams from EPPCO International Limited (EIL), and Ports, Customs & Free Zone Corporation (PCFC) jointly participated in the exercise, which was organized by ENOC Group EHSQ Compliance Department (Marine EHS Section).

The purpose of the simulated drill was to to test the emergency response programmes of the port safety, environment, and fire-fighting departments as well as other agencies concerned with protecting the environment, and their capability to prevent and control air, land and water pollution through prompt and co-ordinated measures.
 http://www.albawaba.com/en/countries/UAE/239170
UK: Hazards XXI - Process safety and environmental protection

A three-day symposium and exhibition on10th – 12th November 2009, Weston Building, University of Manchester, UK.

The theme of this symposium is process safety and environmental protection in a changing world. Globalisation is creating new supply chains, putting pressure on established companies to innovate and improve efficiency. New suppliers are emerging and expanding their operations. They need to achieve high safety and environmental standards, learning the lessons of historical failures and adapting systems and technologies to fit their different cultures and business practices. Well established industries have to adapt and evolve to meet new challenges like maintaining old plant, managing ageing workforces, introducing new technology and implementing organisational change.

The aim of this twenty first symposium is to bring together international experts and practitioners in process safety and environmental protection to present and discuss the latest technical advances and developments in safety and environmental management techniques.  http://www.icheme.org/hazardsxxi/
ESTONIA: 10th International Effects of Oil on Wildlife Conference
The 10th International Effects of Oil on Wildlife Conference promises to be an outstanding event.  Held in the enchanting city of Tallinn, Estonia the week of 5-9 October 2009, the scientific programme will take place from 4-8 October, with optional side events organised on Monday, 5 October and Friday, 9 October.

The conference  will focus on Science, Planning and Cooperation to Minimise the Effects of Oil on Wildlife. It  is an essential conference for anyone working in the fields related to oil pollution and its effects on wildlife. The conference is being organised by  Sea Alarm, Oil Spill Response and the Estonian Fund for Nature, in close cooperation with International Bird Rescue and Research Centre and Tri-State Bird Rescue and Research. http://www.eowconference09.org/
USA: Industry supports rule to boost safety standards of rail hazmat tank cars

The Department of Transportation has issued a final rule that requires railroad tank cars used to transport highly hazardous chemicals to meet new safety standards designed to prevent leaks in the event of a crash. The chemical industry strongly supports the new rule. 

Strengthening rail hazmat tank cars will reduce the risk of spills and increase public safety should a train accident occur," Transportation Secretary Mary E. Peters says.
"Chemical companies own or lease the tank cars in which they ship these critical materials," says Calvin M. Dooley, president of the American Chemistry Council, which represents 134 major chemical manufacturers. "The willingness of our members to support new investments in safety is a hallmark of their commitment to continuous safety and performance improvement."

The new standards, which apply to tank cars built on or after March 16, 2009, seek to guard against the release of poisonous materials such as chlorine and anhydrous ammonia. Such chemicals have been involved in three fatal derailments since 2002.

Under the rule, tank cars carrying these substances will be required to have better puncture resistance through a combination of thicker inner shells and outer jackets, depending on the specific chemical being transported. The rule also requires each end of the car to be protected with a full head shield as well as stronger valves and nozzles.

In addition, the rule imposes a 50-mph maximum speed limit on trains hauling the most dangerous hazardous chemicals and allows for an increase in the gross weight of the tank car to accommodate the enhanced safety measures.
 http://pubs.acs.org/cen/news/87/i03/8703notw3.html
UK: NEW TECHNICAL PUBLICATIONS FROM THE ENERGY INSTITUTE

Here is a selection from the list of all of the EI technical publications produced during the past 12 months. Click on each individual title for further information (For the complete list visit the EI publications website www.energyinstpubs.org.uk).   

Model codes of safe practice

· Model Code of Safe Practice Part 16: Tank cleaning safety code 
· Model Code of Safe Practice Part 17, Volume 2: Well control during the drilling and testing of high pressure, high temperature offshore wells 
· Research Report: Dispersion modelling and calculations in support of EI Model Code of Safe Practice Part 15: Area classification code for installations handling flammable fluids 
 Hydrocarbon management
· HM 51. Procedure for bulk liquid chemical cargo inspection by cargo inspectors (API MPMS Ch 17.12) 

 Human factors
· Guidance on effective workforce involvement in health and safety 
· Guidance on investigating and analysing human and organisational factors aspects of incidents and accidents 

Biofuels guidance (see also IP Test Methods)
· Guidance for the storage and dispensing of E5 petrol and B5 diesel at filling stations 

· Guidance for the storage and handling of fuel grade ethanol at petroleum distribution installations 
· EI literature review. Biofuels – potential risks to UK water resources 
 Environment
· Development of a protocol for the treatment and disposal of oily waste in the UK 

 Marketing and distribution

· Code of practice for entry into underground storage tanks at filling stations 

SESME Wins Offshore Arabia Award for Excellence in Response CapabilITY

Last week, SEACOR Environmental Services Middle East (SESME) won first prize at the 2009 Offshore Arabia Environment Awards in the "Excellence in Response and Capability" category in recognition of their HAZMAT capability. SESME has consistently maintained an excellent track record for safety and operational performance and is proud to have earned this distinction among a field of top industry colleagues.
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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