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KOREA: HEBEI SPIRIT – RECOURSE ACTION AGAINST SAMSUNG HEAVY INDUSTRIES

On 7 December 2007, the tanker Hebei Spirit (146 848 GT), laden with 209 000 tonnes of crude oil, was struck by the crane barge Samsung No 1, whilst at anchor about five miles off Taean on the west coast of the Republic of Korea. About 10 500 tonnes of crude oil escaped into the sea from the Hebei Spirit and much of the Republic of Korea's western coast was affected to varying degrees.
Investigations into the cause of the incident so far indicate that negligence by the crane barge and the three towing tugs was the substantive cause of the collision and that there are grounds to deny the owner of the crane barge, Samsung Heavy Industries (SHI), the right to limit its liability for the incident. In conjunction with the Hebei Spirit's owner and its insurer, Skuld P&I Club, the 1992 Fund, in order to protect its interests, has commenced recourse proceedings against SHI in the Ningbo Maritime Court, China. The total amount claimed by the 1992 Fund is some US$200 million, which is in addition to a claim for some US$200 million by the owner and Skuld P&I Club.  Read the complete press release at -

http://www.iopcfund.org/pr-pdf/Hebei%20Spirit%20recourse%20action_e.pdf
UNDP: Gaza crisis leaves tonnes of poisonous rubble behind
Israeli military offensives in Gaza left tons of concrete rubble, mixed with poisonous harmful materials and unexploded ordnances, which needs to be removed urgently before the UN agencies could begin any construction project, an initial survey by the world body showed. 

The survey reported an estimated massive 6,00,000 tonnes of concrete rubble, with more than 14,000 homes, 68 government, 31 non-governmental organisations' buildings have been totally or partially destroyed. 

"This is a top priority," said Jens Toyberg-Frandzen, UNDP Special Representative in the Occupied Palestinian territory. "The rubble is mixed with poisonous harmful materials and may include unexploded ordnances." http://www.hindu.com/thehindu/holnus/003200902051332.htm
EMSA: HEADS OF DEPARTMENT RECRUITED
Three new Heads of Department have taken up their functions at the European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA). Antoine Cuvillier, Head of Department A – Corporate Services, has a strong background in Human Resources and Legal Affairs, having worked for the EU institutions for 17 years. He previously held the position of Deputy Executive Director at the European Food Safety Agency. Alain Hoffmann, Head of Department B -Implementation, combines maritime experience as a ship’s officer, with a strong background in the decision-making process in maritime rulemaking both at the EU and IMO level. He joins the Agency from a senior management position in the Maritime Affairs Commissariat in Luxembourg. Leendert Bal, Head of Department C – Operations, started working for EMSA in 2004 as a policy adviser, and has been involved within the Agency, as Head of Unit, in developing operational projects such as CleanSeaNet and the EU LRIT Data Centre since their very beginning. He was previously Transport Attaché in Brussels for the Permanent Representation of The Netherlands to the EU. http://www.emsa.europa.eu/
USA: Leveraging Resources through Partnership
The movement toward public/private partnership has been necessarily re-energized by the current economic downturn. With the majority of American critical infrastructures being owned, operated, and protected by the private sector, the nation’s emergency managers and their local emergency services departments and agencies recognize that only a strong and unyielding commitment to partnership will facilitate operationally effective responses during this period of rapidly shrinking resources. 
The president and chief executive officer of the Homeland Security and Defense Business Council, Marc Pearl, wrote that public/private relationships must include “mutuality, trust, communication, and a solid commitment from leadership” to be successful. Additionally, the Emergency Management and Response—Information Sharing and Analysis Center (EMR-ISAC) observed that cooperative and collaborative working relationships, which leverage both public and private sector resources, can support efficient preparedness, mitigation, and response on local levels. 
Recently, the National Infrastructure Advisory Council reviewed the status of public/private partnerships and affirmed the following: 

 Regulation cannot achieve the same level of infrastructure protection as quality partnerships. 

 Continued leadership commitment and engagement from senior officials of the public and private sectors are essential. 

 Sustaining achieved partnership successes requires policy continuity and government commitment. 

In his article seen in the January 2009 HSToday Magazine, Marc Pearl stated: “While our nation’s economic crisis will force us all to approach our new period of ‘thrift’ with even more creativity, we need more collaboration and cooperation than ever to assure that our nation’s critical physical and cyber assets are protected.” His article, “The Transition and Homeland Security,” can be seen on page 7 at
http://ipaperus.ipaperus.com/HomelandSecurityToday/January2009
UK: Dangerous Goods Emergency Action Code List 2009
The 2009 edition of the Dangerous Goods Emergency Action Code List outlines the application of appropriate Hazchem Emergency Actions Codes (EACs). In addition it determines the Hazchem markings on the orange coloured plate of road and rail vehicles, registered in Britain, carrying dangerous goods in bulk or in tanks on domestic 
journeys. The list is essential reading for the emergency services, local government and those who may control the planning for and prevention of emergencies involving dangerous goods. ISBN: 9780113413263 Price: £27.00 [Thanks to David Ritchie, DG & Hazmat Group]
UAE: Fujairah port to ban entry of single-hull lube barges
Single-hull tankers of less than 600 tonnes deadweight (dwt) such as lube oil barges will cease to call at the Fujairah port and offshore anchorage this year, according to port authorities.
and offshore anchorage this year, according to port authorities.
The port is calling for an end to the use of such lube oil barges by December 2009 in a bid to conform to international maritime environment conventions, as well as requirements by local maritime authorities. "Accordingly, from January 1, 2010, all lube oil barges based in Fujairah for supplying lube oil at Fujairah Port and Offshore Anchorage area must be double hulled," said an official at the port.

and offshore anchorage this year, according to port authorities.The port is calling for an end to the use of such lube oil barges by December 2009 in a bid to conform to international maritime environment conventions, as well as requirements by local maritime authorities.
Single-hull tankers older than 25 years will no longer be allowed to call at the Port of Fujairah and Fujairah Offshore Anchorage regardless of their GRT [Gross Register Tonnage], according to the Fujairah Port Authority.


The UAE became a signatory to the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution (MARPOL) in October 2006 and has said it will follow International Maritime Organisation (IMO) regulations on the phase-out of single hull tankers.
http://www.zawya.com/Story.cfm/sidZAWYA20090129064038/Fujairah%20port%20to%20ban%20entry%20of%20single-hull%20lube%20barges
USA: Center for Domestic Preparedness Update
The Center for Domestic Preparedness (CDP) trains emergency response providers from state, local, and tribal governments, as well as the federal government, foreign governments, and private entities when appropriate. Located in Anniston, Alabama, the CDP offers 39 courses that address everything from radiation contamination and “all-hazards” incident management to pandemic influenza and healthcare leadership. The CDP is a vital component of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) National Preparedness Directorate and is the nation’s only congressionally chartered federal training facility for civilian emergency responders regarding live chemical nerve agents, which are also known as chemical weapons of mass destruction. 
“The CDP offers emergency responders a unique experience to receive hands-on training to respond to hazardous incidents whether accidental or intentional,” said Denis Campeau, Associate Director of Training and Education. “Most training environments are in lecture or book form, but we take it a step further and put the emergency responder in an environment that builds confidence and their ability to perform.” The Emergency Management and Response—Information Sharing and Analysis Center (EMR-ISAC) verified that training for state and local responders is fully funded by FEMA. Round trip air and ground transportation, lodging, and meals are provided at no cost to responders, their agency, or jurisdiction. 
CDP courses range from one to four days in length and provide interdisciplinary resident and non-resident training that promotes greater understanding among 10 diverse responder disciplines: Emergency Management, Fire Service, Emergency Medical Services, Law Enforcement, Public Safety Communications, Hazardous Materials, Healthcare, Public Health, Governmental Administrative, and Public Works.
While most of the training takes place at the Alabama facility, CDP also offers Mobile Training Teams (MTTs) that deliver advanced, hands-on training to multidisciplinary audiences. In coordination with their State Administrative Agency, the host jurisdiction provides the venue and the responder students. The MTTs provide everything else needed to train. There are approximately 50 MTTs spread throughout the nation, featuring courses that are one to three days in length. 
“No other federal training agency offers what the CDP does,” said Mr. Campeau. “Responders serve as the nation’s first line of defense and deserve the highest quality training available. The instructors are some of the best in the nation and come from a variety of emergency response backgrounds.” 
To learn more about the CDP, the EMR-ISAC suggests a visit to http://cdp.dhs.gov or call 866-213-9553.
ROMANIA: ROMENVIROTEC 2009:  APRIL 1-4 2009, BUCHAREST
The main fields of activity that are to be presented at ROMENVIROTEC are, as follows: environment pollution prevention, water pollution prevention, soil protection, sound pollution prevention, recycling, sanitation, measuring and control technologies, labour protection, non-conventional energy resources, flood protection
 

ROMENVIROTEC represents an acknowledged event for those involved in environment protection, preoccupied by respecting EU Directives, the main meeting place for experts of this field. All those who offer or those who are looking for the latest technologies and services are invited to this event, which is also the perfect place for getting in touch with information and debates at conferences, lectures and workshops which will unfold during the exhibition. http://www.romenvirotec.ro/engleza/index.php
USA: Pacific Northwest National Laboratory helps protect first responders
Emergency responders put their lives on the line every day to protect and serve. When they respond to a potential terrorist event, they need to know that the tools they purchased to detect radiation will work -- and will work well. Pacific Northwest National Laboratory researchers test performance of commercially available radiation detectors with equipment such as this pressure chamber.
Scientists at the Department of Energy's Pacific Northwest National Laboratory will now help ensure those tools work properly. The Department of Homeland Security has accepted PNNL to test and evaluate commercially available radiation detectors. [These are only the opening lines of a report in the latest HazmatLINK Newsletter – Visit http://www.hazmatlink.com/ ]

USA & CANADA: UNIVERSITY Of TORONTO Technique Put To Use To Test Clean Up Of Contaminated Groundwater
Cleaning up the dangerous contaminants — dry-cleaning fluids, solvents and petroleum hydrocarbons — found in underground water presents one of the most urgent challenges facing environmental science. A report issued recently by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) sheds light on a new way to monitor and improve the success of clean-up efforts using a technique developed at the University of Toronto. 

"The most common method to clean-up groundwater is biodegradation — using microbes to consume the contaminants and break them down into more benign end products that are not harmful to the environment," says U of T geochemist Barbara Sherwood Lollar, the scientist who initiated the concept and goals for the EPA report and is one of its five international authors. 

The report outlines how this can be done using a novel technique called Compound Specific Isotope Analysis, developed in U of T's Stable Isotope Laboratory. The elements of carbon that form the basis for the hydrocarbon contaminants actually come in two types called isotopes, explains Sherwood Lollar. "When microbes degrade contaminants, they prefer the lighter isotope carbon 12 over the heavier isotope carbon 13. The resulting change in the ratio of these isotopes in the contaminant itself is a dramatic and definitive indicator that the biodegradation is successfully taking place."  Read more -
 http://www.pollutiononline.com/article.mvc/U-Of-T-Technique-Put-To-Use-To-Test-Clean-Up-0001
CHEMTREC® OFFERS NEW TRAINING VIDEO Online
CHEMTREC® – the Chemical Transportation Emergency Center – has created a new training video for the Emergency Response community. To view and  download a free copy of CHEMTREC® An Overview for Emergency Responders, visit http://www.chemtrec.com CHEMTREC®, an emergency responder's first line of defense, is a 24/7/365 emergency call center that provides immediate information and assistance to anyone, anywhere, involved in a hazardous material or dangerous goods incident. CHEMTREC® is an initiative of the American Chemistry Council which has been a world leader in the hazmat 
response community since 1971. [Thanks to PC at Hazmat 101 Group for forwarding this news]
ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING STUDENT LOOKING FOR PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE PLACEMENT

http://www.spillcontrol.org/Joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=34&Itemid=53
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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