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EGYPT: SHARM EL SHEIKH INTERNATIONAL TRAINING CENTRE IS ATTRACTING TRAINEES FROM AROUND THE ARAB WORLD …. AND OFFERING A SPECIAL DEAL FOR ISCO MEMBERS !
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Throughout 2008 when the SITC first opened the doors, delegates from Morocco, Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, Sudan, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Oman, Syria, United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and Qatar have attended the training courses, these delegates are the managers and policy makers of today and tomorrow. The centre is actively encouraging participation from the global community, direct engagement and networking is a mandatory part of our learning and networking cycle. The trainers are the delegate’s facilitators. When it comes to standards and certification, the SITC is fully certified to international standards, with trainers that have the highest qualification and experience in their field. The range of courses, delivered in Arabic and English, include IMO Model Courses 1, 2 and 3, Crisis Management (Introductory), Command and Control, Equipment Familiarisation and Operation, and Basic Navigation. Courses, are scheduled throughout the year.  The Sharm El Sheikh International Training Centre (SITC), located in very beautiful surroundings on the Sinai Peninsula of the Red Sea, is a fully equipped dedicated training centre focusing primarily on oil spill prevention, preparedness and response.  ISCO Member of Council for Egypt, Eng. Ashraf Sabet, has announced that, with immediate effect, Members of ISCO will be eligible for a 10% discount on the rates for scheduled training courses at the Sharm El Sheikh International Training Centre. This offer is available for individual members and for employees of corporate members. John McMurtrie, Secretary of ISCO, said “ISCO very much welcomes this initiative and we hope that others will follow Eng. Sabet’s generous example in supporting ISCO and helping its members with special concessions of this kind. For more information go to http://www.pescoeg.com  Picture above – the beautiful surroundings and luxury you will enjoy at Sharm El Sheikh. You can complete your training and stay on for a few days to enjoy a memorable vacation.
USA: WATERFOWL GET A HELPING HAND AFTER OIL SPILL
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ISCO President, David Usher has passed on this story about an unusual job in which he was involved. The article appeared in this month’s issue of the US Fish and Wildlife Service publication “Inside Region 3”.  Dave commented – “Fortunately our people (MPC) were experienced in wildlife rescue and had been trained in bird rescue work – these big birds were quite a handful – but all went well and everyone was very happy with the outcome”.
Oil and waterfowl don’t mix, and dozens of Canada geese and mallards put that theory to the test when they encountered a fuel spill in Troy, Michigan, in late 2008. Fortunately, a multi-agency effort, led by the Service’s East Lansing Field Office, responded to the spill and successfully treated about 50 mallards and geese.

The spill occurred when diesel fuel leaked from a parked semi-truck into a storm drain and eventually found its way to Spencer Drain, a creeklike open water drain system used by ducks and geese. In all, the oil affected more than 175 waterfowl; about 50 birds required treatment. Working with the Service were Oakland County, the City of Troy, the Michigan Departments of Environmental Quality and Natural Resources, and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Private partners included Marine Pollution Control, Tri-State Bird Rescue and Research, Michigan Humane Society, Howell Nature Center and Lawson Trucking Company.
Partners co-ordinated efforts to capture the affected birds, clean them and care for them until they could be released. A utility company donated warehouse space where MPC and Tri-State constructed a temporary rehab facility and trained 55 volunteers to assist in the effort. Forty-eight birds were eventually released back into Spencer Drain, where the diesel fuel no longer posed a threat. Two birds will be released when they re-grow feathers; only two Canada geese died.
FRANCE: Activations of MOTHY in 2008
	The ocean drift model MOTHY was activated 672 times from Météo France's national forecast centre in 2008. The year-on-year rate of increase therefore continues to exceed 50%. This increase is mainly due to requests from the MRCCs and Préfectures maritimes, which have risen significantly. In 2008, 82 requests were made on behalf of Cedre, compared to 94 in 2007 and 86 in 2006.

 The incidents resulting in the highest number of requests were: the wrecking of the cargo ship Ice Prince, loaded with timber, in the Channel on 15 January ; a spill of crude oil at sea, over 110 km from the coast of Angola, on 17 February ; the spill at the Donges oil terminal, on 16 March; an oil spill south-east of Corsica, in early August. In 2008, three-quarters of the requests made were related to floating objects or men overboard. The number of oil slick drift calculations (a quarter of requests) doubled between 2007 and 2008. Almost 65% of request concerned the Bay of Biscay, Channel and North Sea area, 20% French overseas territories, 10% the western Mediterranean and 5% were outside of the French zone (mainly Angola, the Arabian Sea and the Gulf of Aden). For more detailed information see http://www.meteorologie.eu.org/mothy/statistiques  [With acknowledgement to Cedre Newsletter]

	 


CEDRE: CHEMICAL INCIDENT RESPONSE GUIDES

Les guides d'intervention face au risque chimique constituent une aide lors de l'intervention d'urgence en cas d'accident ou d'incident mettant en cause des substances dangereuses suceptibles d'entraîner une pollution aquatique.


L'objet de ces guides est de permettre un accès rapide aux informations de première nécessité (données de première urgence), ainsi que de fournir des sources bibliographiques pertinentes pour la recherche de données complémentaires. Ils contiennent aussi des résultats de scénarios correspondant à des accidents survenus en Manche, Méditerranée et en zone fluviale.


Ces guides constituent une actualisation et une augmentation de la collection initiale des miniguides d'intervention édités par le Cedre au début des années 1990. Vous trouverez ci-dessous la liste des produits concernés par ces collections. 
Nearly seventy of these guides are available, each dealing with a specific chemical substance. They can be purchased individually or as a complete set. All are available in French and (so far) twelve are also available in English.
 http://www.cedre.fr:80/fr/publication/guides/chimique.html
DUBAI: COLLISION AND OIL TANKER FIRE
[image: image6.emf]A container ship, Sima Saba, owned by Simatech Shipping LLC Dubai, collided with MT Kashmir, an oil tanker chartered by Jumbo Line Shipping LLC, on February 10 and set it on fire in a shipping channel five miles off Jebel Ali port.  The 20,000 dwt (deadweight tonnes) container ship with a capacity of 14,000 TEU (twenty foot equivalent units) was sailing off Jebel Ali port, headed for discharge at port Khalid in Sharjah. The oil tanker, MT Kashmir, a 45,000 dwt, was carrying liquid plastic raw material from Iran when the collision occurred at around 12.30pm.
 
No casualties have been reported and two crewmembers were rescued from the water, said Sarah Lockie, DP World's spokeswoman. The accident did not affect shipping on the route.  Speaking to Emirates Business, Amir G Maghami, Managing Director, Simatech Shipping, said there is no reported damage to the cargo aboard the container vessel. Maghami said: "We are still assessing the scale of the damage resulting from the collision and the fire, but the vessel, along with the cargo worth tens of millions of dollars, is safe."  He said a small part of the container vessel's front side caught fire due to oil spilling from the tanker. "Our insurers are on site and the ship safely docked on her own steam at the Dubai anchorage," he said, adding that the vessel was still sea worthy according to preliminary observation. He said there was no report of any spillage from the container ship.  Clouds of smoke could be seen rising from the area. Sarah Lockie said the blaze had been contained and the channel cleared for traffic. Investigations are still ongoing regarding the cause of the collision. [Thanks to JOIFF and DG & Hazmat Group] Read the full story at -
http://www.business24-7.ae/articles/2009/2/pages/02112009_24b19f004c184651a031d7913eb2c7f5.aspx
Responding to Bio Spills – Drum skimmers prove to be equally effective
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Drum skimmers have been used around the world for over 15 years responding to all kinds of petroleum spills – from jet fuel to crude oil. These skimmers recover the oil simply by rotating a drum through the oil water interface – oil sticks to the drum surface and is recovered inside the floating head.
What is perhaps not so well know are the techniques and apparatus for responding to vegetable oil and bio-fuel spills. Stewart Ellis of Elastec advises “Drum skimmers have been extensively used in industrial pits and separators in Malaysia for recovering waste from the palm oil processing industry. Special materials have to be used to resist the corrosive effects of the effluent.

A major palm oil spill occurred in a port on the Atlantic coast of Colombia, South America in the last quarter of 2008. 10 tons of palm oil were spilled from the production plant, which was in the vicinity of a petroleum facility that owned an Elastec skimmer (model TDS-118G). The skimmer was immediately put to work recovering the oil.  This is one of the first instances our skimmers have been used in a marine environment on this kind of pollutant. The responders were very happy with the performance, and this illustrates that Elastec Skimmers can operate in vegetable oils as well as hydrocarbons. http://www.elastec.com
TECHNOLOGY: NEW LEAD IN SOIL TEST KIT

Industrial Test Systems, Inc. (ITS) is proud to introduce our new LeadQUICK Lead in Soil Test Kit. It's a reliable, on-site kit using our LeadQUICK Lead in Water Test Kit. The procedure developed at our lab to measure Lead in soil is done by a quick 5 minute extract solution of 0.15 grams of soil, which extracts greater then 60% of the total soil Lead. Because lead levels higher than 1000 mg/kg are legally hazardous and our new 5 minute Lead Test kit can detect 0.03 ug; therefore, the extraction solution can be diluted 10,000 fold, which dilutes out all interferences, and still has sensitivity for Lead detection necessary for soil Lead testing. The kit includes a Hach LeadTrak™ Pocket Colorimeter™ II and 25 tests. For more information, please contact us at 1-800-861-9712 or www.sensafe.com.  http://www.pollutiononline.com/article.mvc/NEW-LEADQuick-Lead-In-Soil-Test-Kit-0001
RELOCATION OF US COASTGUARD R&D CENTER

Kurt Hansen has written to advise a change of address and telephone number. As of 17 February the US Coast Guard R&D Center is moving. New address and phone number: U.S. Coast Guard Acquisition Directorate Research & Development Center
1 Chelsea Street New London, CT  06320 (860) 271-2865 The e-mail remains the same.
RO-CLEAN DESMI move into their new purpose built office in Hestehaven, Odense.
Michael Dariush Foulds has written in to let our readers know – “With effect from the 1st Jan 2009, RO-CLEAN DESMI A/S has moved into its purpose built office and factory facility in the Hestehaven area, This spacious building enables us to combine our manufacturing and office facilities under one roof. This allows us to offer a faster and more efficient service to our customers worldwide. The new facility also increases our warehouse and manufacturing areas allow us to improve our production capacity and reduce delivery times to our customers. Please feel free to contact any of our staff, full details on our contacts page, or alternatively, please e-mail us on info@ro-cleandesmi.com “
SALVAGE [CODE RED] 
In National Geographic Channel’s Salvage Code Red, salvors race against time to rescue stricken ships, their cargo and crew, and prevent environmental disaster. Divers venture with helmet cameras inside sunken vessels to capture gripping footage of abandoned behemoths. The five-part series takes viewers inside the bowels of a burning ship while intricate CGI illustrates the immense challenges, and some innovative solutions, in hauling and repairing a sinking vessel. Programme will be repeated on Saturday 14th March at 6 p.m. http://natgeochannel.co.uk/programmes/salvage-code-red [Thanks to the International Salvage Union website for this alert]
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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