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UNEP discusses environmental damages legislation
A draft on national legislation on responsibility, response and compensations for losses caused by environment damaging activity is under discussion at the 25th session of the Governing Council / Global Ministerial Environmental Forum (GC/GMEF) of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) taking place in Nirobi, Kenya. Angola is attending the event with a multi-sectoral delegation headed by the Environment minister, Fátima Jardim, accompanied by the permanent representative to UNEP, ambassador, Embaixador Ambrósio Lukoki.


The purpose of the said draft is concerned with the basic problems the member States come across when deciding to draft internal laws and regulations on responsibility and compensations for environment damages. The document analyses the fundamental elements for their inclusion in national legislations in terms of responsibility and compensations for environmental damages and proposes concrete measures for possible adoption by the makers of the laws.
 http://www.portalangop.co.ao/motix/en_us/noticias/ambiente/UNEP-discusses-environmental-damages-legislation,c0afcf2b-2ebe-457a-8fb3-11ac034828a7.html
TRAINING: AERIAL OBSERVATION OF OIL SPILLS AT SEA AND THE BONN AGREEMENT OIL APPEARANCE CODE (BAOAC) 
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Your editor has just received details of special training courses from an old friend, David (Perry) Mason. Perry will be well known to many of our readers, especially in the UK. Perry has more than twenty years, direct, operational experience of Marine Pollution. Airborne surveillance, satellite surveillance, coordination / direction of surveillance, dispersant spraying; assistance / guidance of oil recovery and shore line clean up. Operations include Piper Alpha, Rose Bay, Braer, Sea Empress and Prestige. David was part of the working group responsible for the development and introduction of the BAOAC and guidelines for its use. Now Perry has teamed up with Alun Lewis to offer specialist training courses. Alun, a research chemist, has 30 years of experience of oil spill research with BP Research in the UK, SINTEF in Trondheim, Norway. Alun has been involved with many aspects of oil pollution and has been involved at all stages in the scientific and technical elements of the BAOAC.
The BAOAC allows observers to estimate the quantity of spilled oil on the sea surface on the basis of appearance. The Code was developed over a number of years under the sponsorship of the Bonn Agreement and has a sound theoretical basis. It was developed using laboratory tests at SINTEF in Norway and validated by a series of trials at sea involving many air-crews.

For more information on these training courses, which comprehensively address all aspects of the aerial surveillance and interpretation of observations, contact Alun Lewis: alun.lewis4@btinternet.com Tel: +44 (0)1784 469731 or David Mason: perrymason06@yahoo.co.uk Tel: +44 (0)1420 87509 Mob: +44 (0)7738815536
USA: 'Frozen Smoke:' Ultimate Sponge For Cleaning Up Oil Spills
Scientists in Arizona and New Jersey are reporting that aerogels, a super-lightweight solid sometimes called “frozen smoke,” may serve as the ultimate sponge for capturing oil from wastewater and effectively soaking up environmental oil spills.

In the new study, Robert Pfeffer and colleagues point out that the environmental challenges of oil contamination go beyond widely publicized maritime oil spills like the Exxon Valdez incident. 
Experts estimate that each year people dump more than 200 million gallons of used oil into sewers, streams, and backyards, resulting in polluted wastewater that is difficult to treat. Although there are many different sorbent materials for removing used oil, such as activated carbon, they are often costly and inefficient. Hydrophobic silica aerogels are highly porous and absorbent material, and seemed like an excellent oil sponge.
The scientists packed a batch of tiny aerogel beads into a vertical column and exposed them to flowing water containing soybean oil to simulate the filtration process at a wastewater treatment plant. They showed that the aerogel beads absorbed up to 7 times their weight and removed oil from the wastewater at high efficiency, better than many conventional sorbent materials. http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/02/090213102721.htm
You can find an abstract of the scientific paper at http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/ie800022e
USA: DEBATE PERSISTS ABOUT LONG-TERM EFFECTS OF EXXON VALDEZ OIL

SPILL - VANISHING WHALES
An already fragile population of killer whales that hunts Prince William Sound never recovered from the Exxon Valdez oil spill and is doomed to die off, biologists said this week. Marine mammal biologist Craig Matkin of Homer has tracked the animals since the mid-1980s and said he never thought he'd see an entire population of whales - even a small one -- disappear. "To blame it all on the spill would not be fair, but that's the final death blow," Matkin said. The plight of this group of killer whales contrasts with the full or slow, partial recovery of many other animal populations, including another group of whales, since the 1989 oil disaster. Twenty years after the massive spill, as much as 16,000 gallons of oil linger in Prince William Sound. Read more: http://www.adn.com/exxonvaldez/story/682335.html
[Thanks to Don Johnston of DG & Hazmat Group for sending this news item]

Scientists Discover Bacteria That Can Clean Oil Spills
A team of Indonesian and Japanese scientists scouring the layers of sediment under Indonesian seas said that they had been able to isolate 1,200 individual species of the unicellular microorganisms, including 182 new bacterial species, that could be used to clean up large-scale oil spills from shipping accidents.
“Certain species of bacteria can degrade oil,” said Dwi Susilaningsih, a biotechnology researcher from the Indonesian Institute of Sciences, or LIPI. Indonesian shipping lanes, which are among the busiest in the world, have long been plagued by oil spills. “The areas that face the most risk in terms of oil spills because of heavy maritime traffic are the Malacca and Sunda straits, as well as the waters around Java,” Dwi said. Since 1970, there had been as many as 170 oil spills involving tankers in Indonesian waters, causing serious environmental damage, according to Dwi. 
She said that the accidents had attracted the attention of LIPI and Japan's National Institute of Technology and Evaluation, or NITE , resulting in a joint effort between the two countries to find a better way to treat oil spills. The two groups analyzed the effects of the bacteria on minor oil slicks in three busy shipping areas: Malacca strait, Pari Island and Lombok strait.
Six researchers from Japan and 15 staffers from LIPI's research center for biology, biotechnology and oceanography took part in the program, which started on August 2005 and took three years to complete. The Japanese institution fully funded the research, spending Rp 3 billion ($255,000) for the heavy equipment alone.
The two groups analyzed the effects of the bacteria on minor oil slicks in three busy shipping areas: Malacca strait, Pari Island and Lombok strait. Six researchers from Japan and 15 staffers from LIPI's research center for biology, biotechnology and oceanography took part in the program, which started on August 2005 and took three years to complete. 
The Japanese institution fully funded the research, spending Rp 3 billion ($255,000) for the heavy equipment alone. According to an agreement signed by both countries, the researchers would seek a way to make the use of oil-degrading bacteria more practical. You can read the complete article at http://www.thejakartaglobe.com/news/national/article/9760.html
Oil Spill Off Ireland May Hit Irish, Welsh Shores, Agency Says
Ireland’s Coast Guard said part of an oil spill that began about 50 miles (80 kilometers) offshore on Feb. 14 may develop into tar balls that reach the Irish and Welsh coastlines in the coming weeks. Hundreds of tons of oil surround a Russian aircraft carrier that was being refuelled by a military tanker, the Coast Guard said in a statement today. The oil slick, initially covering 22.5 square kilometers (9 square miles), is spreading eastward and authorities are now being told of its potential hazards. Some oil is expected to evaporate or dissolve offshore, the agency said. 

Efforts to recover the oil at sea will begin on 18 February. Any oil that comes ashore on the Irish coast will be cleared by local authorities with assistance from the Coast Guard, the agency said. Tar balls are oil globules that attract flotsam and can harm wildlife when they reach the shore, a Coast Guard spokeswoman said in a phone interview. “They may end up on the Irish southeast coast in approximately 16 days and may impact on the Welsh coastline,” the agency said. 

U.K. Coast Guard surveillance flights indicate as much as 1,000 tons of oil spilled, while the Russian Navy said it was about 300 tons, according to the Irish statement. Determining the size of a spill is difficult and further U.K. surveillance is expected to refine the estimate, the Irish Coast Guard said. [Thanks to Gerald Graham for forwarding this story] Read more at http://www.bloomberg.com:80/apps/news?pid=20601087&sid=an22dhjynQrw&refer=home
Later reports have downgraded the estimate of the amount of spilt oil. A follow up article in The Irish Times comments – While there are hopes the oil slick off the south coast will stay offshore long enough to be broken up by wind and tide, environmentalists are concerned about the lack of preparedness along the shore in counties Cork, Waterford and Wexford. It has emerged that none of the potential coastal counties at risk in the southeast have completed their oil pollution emergency response plans.
A Russian navy delegation is due to arrive in Dublin at the weekend to offer “assistance” over the oil pollution incident off the southern coastline. The Russian navy has not officially admitted responsibility, but believes the slick may have been caused during “cleaning” of its flagship, the aircraft carrier Admiral Kuznetsov.

The oil slick some 50km south of the Old Head of Kinsale and moving very slowly in an easterly direction may break up in northerly winds over the weekend. The Irish Coast Guard is hoping northerly winds forecast for the weekend may help to drive the slick offshore and break it up. Modelling by the Marine Institute indicates it is moving at five nautical miles a day and may evaporate and disperse with wind and currents. Read more - http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/ireland/2009/0221/1224241586223.html
USA: PRESIDENT OF SLICKBAR IS RETIRING AFTER 35 YEARS
[image: image3.emf]After almost 35 years of service with Slickbar Products Corporation, Peter Ziehl is venturing into other life aspirations. Peter started in April 1974 as a draftsman. Soon he became the head of drafting & engineering. When the company was purchased from Millard Smith in 1987, Peter then became the Administrator of Manufacturing. In 1997, when Russ Blair retired, Peter became the President of Slickbar Products. When asked what he will do, Peter stated that he has just been accepted into the Culinary Institute in Hyde Park, New York on a full time basis. “I would like to be the best chef that I can be” Peter says. [Courtesy of Slicknews Q1 2009
AUSTRALIA: HAZMAT 2009 CONFERENCE – SYDNEY, 29-30 APRIL, 2009

The Hazmat 2009 conference program and registration brochure is now available to download (use link below). Register before March 31 to receive the Early Bird rate: http://www.fpaa.com.au/events/docs/HazMat%20Registration.pdf Hazmat 2009 is the leading Australian conference for the chemical management, hazardous substances and dangerous goods industries. Leading experts will present current issues and future trends over two days of presentations and panel sessions. In addition delegates can peruse the exhibition (open to the public) and network with industry colleagues during catering breaks and social drinks. Please advise if you’d like the brochure sent to your email or you’d like a hard copy posted to you. Contact the Event Coordinator, Chris Dayson. Fire Protection Association Australia P 03 9890 1544 F 03 9890 1577 E Events@fpaa.com.au  [Thanks to Don Johnston of DG & Hazmat Group for relaying this information]
ESTONIA: 10th International Effects of Oil on Wildlife Conference
The 10th International Effects of Oil on Wildlife Conference promises to be an outstanding event. Held in the enchanting city of Tallinn, Estonia the week of 5-9 October 2009, the scientific programme will take place from 4-8 October, with optional side events organised on Monday, 5 October and Friday, 9 October.

The conference will focus on Science, Planning and Cooperation to Minimise the Effects of Oil on Wildlife. It is an essential conference for anyone working in the fields related to oil pollution and its effects on wildlife.   http://www.eowconference09.org/
 [[
US CHEMICAL SAFETY BOARD TRAINING VIDEOS AVAILABLE ON U-TUBE
Based in Washington, DC, the U.S. Chemical Safety Board is an independent, non-regulatory federal agency that investigates the causes of major chemical accidents.
The Board's mission is to prevent future accidents through public reports, safety recommendations, and educational outreach. CSB Safety Videos fulfill an important role by informing businesses and workers about measures to prevent accidents. http://www.youtube.com/profile?user=USCSB [Thanks to PC of Hazmat 101 Group for this alert]
LATEST JBF OSRV DESIGNED AND BUILT IN CHINA

In ISCO Newsletter 137 we reported on the award of the contract to construct this vessel. Now there are two more under construction in China. This JBF OSRV is 47m long (longest built so far) and can be controlled and operated from the bridge or the bow stations (where the operator can see directly down into the spill). The bow doors open within minutes of arriving at the spill site and the JBF Dynamic Incline Plane (DIP) Skimming System inside the bow area can start recovery of oil immediately thus dramatically reducing set up and deployment times which equates to tremendous cost savings for the spill and reduces environmental damage by limiting the spread of the spill area. [Thanks to ISCO Member, Slickbar Products Corp. for this report]            http://www.slickbar.com/
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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