[image: image1.emf][image: image4.jpg]





DR BERNARD TRAMIER WILL CHAIR THE INTERSPILL 2009 CONFERENCE
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Bernard Tramier is a Chemical and petrochemical Engineer, with a PhD in physical sciences. He was Past Senior Vice President Sustainable development and Environment at Total Corporation and Past Director of Total Foundation for Biodiversity and the sea, Chairman of IPIECA (1991-1994), and the Environment quality committee of Oil and Gas Producers (1995-1998), and the Strategic committee of the CEDRE (1994-2005). Dr Tramier is Chairman of the Oceanographic Institute of Marseille and is a Member of the Marseilles Academy of Sciences, Arts and Literature, and of the French Academy of Technology. He has commented “As oil spills continue to be in the news, the issue of Working Together is clearly vital in reducing the impact of these events. France is pleased to be the host for Interspill 2009, its government, agencies and industry are looking forward to providing not only a great location but an opportunity for both France and Europe to demonstrate its capability in this vital area.
Every 3 years, Interspill hosts the world’s leading experts in oil and chemical spill prevention, preparedness, response and restoration. In May 2009, Interspill will be held from 12 – 14 May 2009 in Marseille, France.

The 2009 Interspill conference and exhibition is to be held together with the Fourth IMO R&D Forum on Hazardous & Noxious Substances (HNS) in the Marine Environment.  The combination of these two events will enable coverage of a broader range of related topics addressing the technical, scientific and legal aspects of spill prevention, preparedness and response for both oil pollution in the marine and inland environments and HNS pollution in the marine environment.

The event is expected to attract over 1000 delegates and visitors from more than 70 countries.  International regulators, oil industry operators and the spill response industry amongst others will convene to discuss the risks, past and current and the latest thinking in dealing with spill prevention, preparedness, response and restoration
BONN AGREEMENT OIL APPEARANCE CODE – MORE INFORMATION

Following on the article in last week’s ISCO Newsletter, Sjon Huisman, Chairman of the Bonn Agreement Working Group on Operational, Technical and Scientific Questions concerning Counter Pollution Activities (OTSOPA), has written to advise that all relevant documents can be found on the Bonn Agreement Web-site, www.bonnagreement.org under publications. These documents will provide the interested reader with the literature review; theory; small scale field trials and the at sea validation trials.
Mercury pollution treaty proposed
Environment ministers meeting in Nairobi have initiated a process that should end in a legally binding, international treaty. The landmark decision was taken by more than 140 countries attending the governing council of the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep). Mercury compounds can be damaging to the central nervous systems of humans and animals. Unep's Executive Director, Achim Steiner, said: "Unep has, for some seven years, co-ordinated and contributed to an intense scientific and policy debate on how best to deal with the issue of mercury.  More - http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/7902092.stm
NEW ISO STANDARD PUBLISHED – performance testing of oil skimmers
Simon Rickaby, Managing Director of ISCO Corporate Member Braemar Howells Ltd. has written to advise that the International Standards Organization has just published a new International Standard ISO 31072-1 “Ships and marine technology — Marine environment protection: performance testing of oil skimmers — Part 1: Moving water conditions”
ISO 21072-1:2009 provides a methodology for establishing quantitative performance data for oil skimmers under moving water conditions, so that the end user can objectively judge, compare and evaluate the design and performance of different skimmer units. The methodology applies to testing in a basin and requires control of oil properties and oil slick characteristics. You can order a copy of the new standard by visiting the ISO website at http://www.iso.org/iso/iso_catalogue/catalogue_tc/catalogue_detail.htm?csnumber=40269
The method is applicable to all types of skimmers, provided that the equipment dimensions are within the physical limitations of the test basin. The test procedure provides full-scale test results for the unit tested, under controlled conditions, and for one or more classes of oil.
Simon, who was Convenor of the ISO Working Group responsible for drafting the new standard, writes – “We have had representatives of Lamor and Ro-Clean as manufacturers on the working group and significant input from Det Norse Veritas in developing this standard. We meet once or twice a year for two to three days to produce standards for the marine counter pollution industry and would welcome participation from other manufacturers or end users who are prepared to attend on a regular basis. The group is voluntary but suffers because different people either turn up or don’t turn up at the meetings. This places an extra workload on the ISO TC8 SC2 Chairman, myself and the secretariat, and we really would like to hear from others who are willing to make a regular contribution to the work. If you would be interested, please contact -
 SimonRickaby@braemarhowells.com or Carolyn.Junemann@dot.gov
The next Working Group meeting is scheduled for July 20th to 23rd in London (we are awaiting confirmation on venue). Standards completed to date cover Terminology used in spill response, Adaptors for dissimilar booms, Testing of skimmers in static water and the new standard described above.  
NIGERIA: Oil Spill: UNEP Team Unveils Work Plan

A team of experts from the United Nation’s Environment Programme (UNEP) yesterday unveiled its work programme in a collaborative venture with the Federal Ministry of Environment to clean up oil spill impacted sites in Ogoniland in the Niger Delta region. 
Speaking during a meeting with the Minister of Environment, Mr. John Odey, the leader of the UNEP team and the Director of the Regional Office in Africa, Mr. Mounkaila Goumandakoye, said his team had come to kick-start the implementation of the remediation work on the oil spill incidences in Ogoniland.

He said as part of the preparation for the commencement of the project, the team intends to familiarise with the key officials of the Ministry of Environment. “We intend to hold discussions with officials of the Ministry of Environment, especially those in the relevant agencies. We have come to Nigeria with a team of engineers and we are going to consult and discuss issues of the programme implementation and financial issues involved so that this time the project is effective. We are ready to move UNEP to the area and we would appreciate the support of the President and the minister. “We are going to consult with the community leaders to ensure that everybody knows what we are doing and they will be welcome to be part of the programme,” he said. He said UNDP and UNEP had made a commitment to the implementation of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and intends to work hard to complete the work within a scheduled time frame.
 
Federal government had earlier set up a committee headed by Reverend Father Mathew Kukah with the Chair of the Ogoni Council of Chiefs, Minister of Environment, National Oil Spill Detection and Response Agency (NOSDRA), Representative of Rivers State Government, UNEP and United Nations Development Program (UNDP) as members to facilitate the execution of the project.
 
As part of its engagement, UNEP said it would ensure total clean-up of all the impacted areas in the affected communities and in addition provide capacity-building programmes and infrastructure for the local populace to improve their living conditions.
 http://www.thisdayonline.com/nview.php?id=136522
EMSA HAS PUBLISHED THE 2008 REPORT ON POLLUTION PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE ACTIVITIES OF THE EUROPEAN MARITIME SAFETY AGENCY

You can download the report at -
 https://extranet.emsa.europa.eu/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=126&Itemid=193
SINGAPORE: International Chemical and Oil Pollution Conference & Exhibition
Theme – “Developing a safety blue print to minimize risk and liability”. The 6th biennial ICOPCE is the only conference in Singapore Maritime Week dedicated to prevention and preparedness for Oil and Chemical Spills. Organised by the Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore, ICOPCE is unique in its focus by blending commercial issues with safety best practice. With over 300 participants at the 2007 event, the only such conference in Asia allows for a unique networking opportunity to attendees. 

Highlights of ICOPCE 2009: The issues of financial liability, risk management and spill related claims are intrinsically linked to preparedness and prevention. Our key conference themes will help you mitigate risk and control the commercial impact to your business by -
Improving preparedness through integrated planning □ Combating emerging challenges in relation to chemical spills □ Leveraging the human factor in Prevention and Preparedness

21-24 April, Raffles City Convention Centre, Singapore, plus, a full day Pre conference workshop on 21 April 2009. The conference will be followed up with a CHEMSPILL EXERCISE on 24 April, where a number of industry players, both public and private will deliver a practical element to the two days in conference. Click here to view the draft programme and registration options.
Small unreported oil spills add up to major damage
Jose Redondo and Alexei Platonov, from the Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya in Barcelona, Spain, have developed a technique to spot oil spills using satellite images. Applying their technique over European waters, they have shown that small oil spills are very common, and when added together they become comparable to large oil spills. 

When oil leaks it rapidly forms a thin film on the surface of the water. This film changes the intensity and spectral composition of the light entering the sea, absorbing infrared radiation. The slick also inhibits the formation of small waves on the water’s surface. These surface changes can be detected on synthetic aperture radar (SAR) images, which reveal the oil coverage day and night, independent of cloud cover. 

Redondo and Platonov studied more than 700 satellite images taken over European waters between 1996 and 2000 and analysed them for oil spills of all sizes. They cross-checked their findings for the medium and large spills by comparing their results with the historical database of recorded marine oil spills over the same time period. 

They found that the size distribution of oil spills follows a power law distribution known as Zipf's law – where the frequency of an oil spill is inversely proportional to its rank. In European waters major oil spills (more than 1000 tonnes) happen once every few years, large spills (10 to 1000 tonnes) happen three or four times a year and minor spills (less than 10 tonnes) occur on a daily basis. Their findings are published in the journal Environmental Research Letters. http://environmentalresearchweb.org/cws/article/research/37987
TECHNOLOGY: MOSAIC – A NEW Innovative Mapping and Monitoring TOOL
MOSAIC is a new platform for research in the areas of groundwater, soil and biodiversity. The innovative mapping and monitoring technologies of MOSAIC enable high-resolution surveys of complex sub-surface structures and processes. These potentialities of subsurface characterisation are essential not only for the management and cleaning of contaminated megasites (contaminated large-scale site), whose number is estimated to be several thousand in Europe alone, but also because numerous chemical and biological processes in soils are still not completely understood. The research platform is for interdisciplinary research and technology devlopment as well as technology transfer, e.g. for establishing innovative monitoring and exploration technologies in practice and for information and training of regulators and engineering consultants. http://www.environmental-expert.com/STSE_resulteach_product.aspx?cid=28775&idprofile=16532&idproduct=62135
NEW EMSA TENDER FOR OIL SPILL RESPONSE STAND-BY VESSELS

The new tender is for vessels to cover the northern part of the Baltic Sea and the western approaches of the Channel and the Atlantic. The 2009 tender will be similar to previous tenders, with the aim to maintain EMSA’s network of stand-by oil recovery vessels through three-year renewable contracts with commercial shipowners, operators, spill response organisations and/or manufacturers. http://www.emsa.europa.eu/end182d227.html
JOB VACANCIES AT BLACK SEA COMMISSION

See http://www.spillcontrol.org/Joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=33&Itemid=52
ISCO IS GRATEFUL FOR YOUR HELP
ISCO gratefully acknowledges contributions received from readers of this Newsletter. As you may know, ISCO is not sponsored by government or industry. ISCO depends entirely on annual fees from members and voluntary contributions from non-members in order to continue its work, including the publication of this Newsletter. 

If you enjoy reading this Newsletter and haven’t already made a contribution to ISCO, you can make a GBP 20 donation (about USD 28 or Euro 23) on line now. Visit -
http://www.spillcontrol.org/Joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=22&Itemid=36
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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