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Australia Declares Oil Spill Area A Disaster Zone
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An oil spill in eastern Australia has forced officials to declare a 60 km stretch of the Queensland coast a disaster zone amid warnings that legal action could be taken against the operator of the cargo ship that lost its fuel in stormy seas. 
Australian authorities originally said about 30 tons of oil were lost when 31 containers of fertilizer slipped from the Hong Kong, China-flagged "Pacific Adventurer" ship and punctured fuel tanks in the hull as the ship was battered in cyclone-stirred waters. 

Queensland State Premier Anna Bligh said Friday the spill was larger than had been reported but did not say exactly how much oil was shed. 

The authorities have declared large stretches of normally white-sand beaches along the popular surf region of the Sunshine Coast a disaster zone, as well as Moreton and Bribie islands, which are national parks. 

At the beach resort of Coolum, north of the Queensland state capital of Brisbane, dark brown waves rolled ashore instead of the usual whitecaps and aqua waters of the Coral Sea. http://english.chosun.com/w21data/html/news/200903/200903140006.html
Comment from your editor – Many who read this and other reports must have wondered how a spill initially reported as being 20 tonnes of heavy fuel oil could possibly have caused so much damage. Subsequent estimates indicated 30 tonnes, then 42.5 tonnes. The reality is now becoming apparent –

Maritime Safety Queensland general manager John Watkinson yesterday disputed a revised estimate from Swire Shipping that the oil spill was about 42.5 tonnes, or 42,500 litres. "It is still unclear, but we have looked at the spill and believe it is more than 200,000," Captain Watkinson said. http://www.theaustralian.news.com.au/story/0,25197,25185900-601,00.html
That would indicate around 200 tonnes and later reports have estimated the spill size at over 230 tonnes. It will be interesting to see what the final figure is.
The majority of the 31 containers of ammonium nitrate are said to be intact – but the chemical is highly soluble and has potential to create a local superabundance of nutrient if containers corrode or break-up. 

RUSSIA: 2,000 cubic meters of oil might have leaked out from a pipeline owned by Lukoil-Komi
The leakage at the Kyrtayel-Chikshinio pipeline in Russia’s northern Republic of Komi occurred on February 22th. When investigators from the prosecutors’ office in Komi travelled to the place the day after they found oil leaks in confined trench-like areas dug out along the pipeline in eight spots, reports Interfax.
 

If all this data is confirmed, the accident can be called an ecological disaster," the source in the Pechora inter-regional environmental prosecutor's office told Interfax.
 http://www.barentsobserver.com/komi-oil-spill.4565080-116321.html  [Editor’s note: the infamous Komi oil spill of 1994 was variously estimated at between 60,000 and 120,000 tonnes]
AUSTRALIA: CROIERG PRESENTATION TO STAFF OF ENVIRONMENT ACT

In the picture - Environment ACT staff at the CROIERG Canberra Store
CROIERG Secretary and ISCO Member Brian O’Connor made a presentation on how the CROIERG organisation works to staff from Environment ACT on Wednesday February 25th in Canberra A PowerPoint presentation outlined how CROIERG first started in 1989 and its progress to the present day. Environment ACT staff were also given handout material relating to the oil industry and emergency response and also copies of a CROIERG Training DVD. CROIERG has a policy of working closely with the various emergency services and government agencies that maybe involved in attending various incidents. A copy of the presentation made can be found at the link below 

PowerPoint Presentation "CROIERG PRESENTATION TO Environment ACT 25022009" [1.5 Mb pdf]
Nigeria: Govt Plans National Policy On Chemical Hazard Control
Speaking at the opening of a stakeholders workshop convened to discuss how best to manage chemicals and waste substances in Abuja, the Minister of Environment, Mr. John Odey, said time had come for the country to do something to address the health dangers posed by uncontrolled use of chemicals and dumping of industrial wastes in our environment.

The minister said in furtherance of the plan to revise the national chemical policy, government had set up a project steering committee in 2008, comprising of all relevant stakeholders and institutions in the health, labour, industry, agriculture, the civil society, the academia and country representatives of international bodies.

He said the major focus of the national chemical policy would be the establishment of a strong institutional framework for the implementation of effective chemical and waste management practice in Nigeria. http://allafrica.com/stories/200903110176.html
CALL FOR PAPERS & POSTERS – 10th INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON EFFECTS OF OIL ON WILDLIFE, TALINN, ESTONIA; 5-9 OCTOBER, 2009

The International Effects of Oil on Wildlife (EOW) Conference is the key venue for presenting new information and scientific results related to oiled wildlife. It provides a unique platform for experts from many disciplines to come together and exchange information, experience and knowledge.

Topics of particular interest include - □ Effects of Oil □ Chronic Oiling/Impacts □ Panning and Resources □ Prevention/ Deterrence □ Veterinary Aspects □ Legal Permitting □ Volunteer Issues □ Post-Release Monitoring □ Clinical Research □ Case Histories □ Training □ Rehabilitation Methods □ Industry Initiatives □ Facilities and Mobile Equipment □ Inter-agency Cooperation □ Rescue Techniques. For more information, please visit – http://www.eowconference09.org
USA: Science of Oil Spills (SOS) workshops
SOS workshops are held annually, usually in the spring at NOAA's Sand Point campus in Seattle. Workshop sizes are limited to allow for personalized instruction. Each workshop includes 3 days of training, beginning on Tuesday morning and ending on Thursday afternoon. There is no tuition for the workshop, however attendees are responsible for their own travel costs. The next SOS Workshop is scheduled for May 12-14, 2009 at NOAA’s Sand Point campus in Seattle.
The workshops will cover - fate and behavior of oil spilled in the environment □ an introduction to oil chemistry and toxicity □ a review of basic spill response options for open water and shorelines □ spill case studies □ principles of ecological risk assessment □ a field trip □ an introduction to damage assessment techniques □ determining cleanup endpoints. http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/topic_subtopic_entry.php?RECORD_KEY%28entry_subtopic_topic%29=entry_id,subtopic_id,topic_id&entry_id(entry_subtopic_topic)=332&subtopic_id(entry_subtopic_topic)=8&topic_id(entry_subtopic_topic)=1
First international Conference on Remote Sensing Techniques in Disaster Management and Emergency Response in the Mediterranian Region – CALL FOR PAPERS
The Conference is jointly organised by EARSeL, the Scientific Council for Remote Sensing-Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts, University of Zadar and GEOSAT Ltd., Zagreb.The subject "Disaster Management and Emergency Response" is a high-priority topic in the Mediterranean region. Risk reduction using remote sensing techniques may be very helpful in various applications. Identification of relevant space-based and airborne information for Disaster Management Support and Emergency Response is a major priority issue. http://www.earsel.geosat.hr/pages/call_for_papers.shtml
20th ANNIVERSARY OF THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL IS ON 24th MARCH, 2007

On March 24, 1989, the tanker Exxon Valdez, en route from Valdez, Alaska to Los Angeles, California, ran aground on Bligh Reef in Prince William Sound, Alaska.  To mark this event next week’s ISCO Newsletter will be a special issue.
INTERSPILL 2009 – SPECIAL ISSUE OF THE ISCO NEWSLETTER
ISCO is planning to publish a special edition of the ISCO Newsletter featuring new developments on Monday 11th May 2009. The focus will be on new products and techniques in the field of oil and chemical spill control.
This edition of the Newsletter will, in addition to the usual electronic mailing, be distributed in hard copy at the Interspill Conference and Exhibition. This will provide an excellent platform to announce new or improved technologies for spill control and invite conference delegates to visit and learn more. As editorial space will be limited submissions should be made as soon as possible. Members of ISCO will be given priority in allocation of space.  

Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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