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USA, WASHINGTON DC, MARCH 13 2009. REPORTING RULES FOR CHEMICAL RELEASES TOUGHENED
Companies will have to provide more detailed disclosure of toxic chemicals they release into the environment under a little-noticed provision in the massive spending bill President Obama signed into law yesterday. The measure -- which affects chemical manufacturers, oil refineries, automakers and electronic manufacturers nationwide -- reverses a 2006 regulation enacted by President George W. Bush that eased the reporting requirements for nearly 600 chemicals, including arsenic, benzene and cadmium. The legislation restores the standard established by law in 1986, compelling all facilities to inform the public of any chemical releases that total 500 pounds a year or more, lowering the 2,000-pound threshold Bush had adopted.
The 2006 rule change did not lower the threshold for identifying releases of what EPA calls "persistent, bioaccumulative, and toxic chemicals," but it eased rules for reporting how these chemicals are managed. Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.), who authored the 1986 law establishing the federal Toxics Release Inventory program as well as the provision rolling back the Bush rule, said that the change will ensure that Americans are informed "about chemicals in their air and water. The Bush administration watered down this law and let facilities hide critical data about their toxic chemical emissions."  Read more at -
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/11/AR2009031103852.html
India ONGC JV to bid for Kuwait oil spill contract
A joint venture of India's top explorer, Oil & Natural Gas Corp, will bid for a $3 billion contract to clean up oil spills in Kuwait from the Gulf War in 1991, a company executive said on Thursday 19th March.

ONGC-TERI, a joint venture between ONGC and The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI), will submit a techncial bid by April 1 for the first phase of the contract offered by Kuwait Oil Co, A.K. Hazarika, the chairman of ONGC-TERI, told Reuters by telephone. He said the company would use its Oilzapper technology, which uses a bacteria to clean the affected soil. Hazarika said there could be some American companies competing for the United Nations-backed project. He did not name these companies.

The Business Standard paper, which reported the bid on Thursday, said citing informed sources that a $2.8 billion second phase of the project would be put out to tender soon, The paper said the total project could cost up to $40 billion.
 http://www.reuters.com/article/rbssEnergyNews/idUSBOM42973320090319
CAPT. BILL BOYLE BECOMES DIVISIONAL MARINE OPERATIONS MANAGER
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With effect from 23rd March 2009 Captain Bill Boyle MNI will be expanding his role from his current duties within Brazil to a new position within the environmental division of Briggs as Divisional Marine Operations Manager.
Although Bill will be based in the UK, he will continue to retain responsibility for OSR operations in Alpina Briggs S/A and will work closely with local business teams around the world in Marine OSR Operations.

Capt. Boyle is the ISCO Member of Council for Brazil.
CANADA: CAPT. JOHN HOSTY BECOMES DIRECTOR, TRAINING AND ENVIRONMENTAL PREPAREDNESS
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Mark Samis, Vice President of Operations for ENVIRONMENTAL SOLUTIONS® Remediation Services (ESRS), a division of Cunningham Lindsey Canada Claims Services Ltd, has announced the appointment of Captain John Hosty as Director Training and Environmental Preparedness, of the new ESRS Health, Safety, Environmental Training and Emergency Response Planning branch.
John will be responsible for development and implementation of a broad range of health and safety and environmental response training and emergency response planning services that include hazardous materials handling; regulatory compliance; spill and emergency response; and confined space management.
With extensive experience in waste management and hazardous materials, Captain Hosty, a Master Mariner, initiated and grew a successful hazardous materials response company, was Executive Director of the first Hazardous Materials Management degree program in North America and has developed numerous educational programs for universities and colleges including emergency response to hazardous materials, crude oil washing, confined space entry, petroleum tanker safety, major oil spill management, inland spill management, and transportation of dangerous goods. 

A published author, John co-authored “A Practical Guide to Chemical Spill Response” and is a regular speaker at Hazardous Materials conferences in North America and runs workshops and seminars across Canada. [Thanks to DG & Hazmat Group for relay of this information]
Report Warns of Oil Spill Risk in Gulf of Finland
In a report issued on the 20th anniversary of the world's worst oil spill, the environmental group WWF warns that measures to prevent a similar disaster in the Baltic are insufficient. 

According to the NGO, the world has still not learned the lessons of the Exxon Valdez oil spill in Alaskan waters, which began when the supertanker struck an iceberg on March 24, 1989. Nor has the area's nature fully recovered from the accident.
WWF Finland's project coordinator, Toni Jokinen, says that the threat of an oil catastrophe in the Gulf of Finland is real. "Although shipping equipment has been improved, human error is always possible," he says. Jokinen notes that there are still no effective mechanical means of collecting spilled oil in icy conditions. And authorities in charge of protecting the Gulf from oil pollution admit that funds earmarked for the purpose are insufficient. 
The WWF is calling for major investments in the next few years in order to prevent a disaster of Exxon Valdez dimensions.
Shallow, brackish and nearly enclosed by land, the Baltic is already one of the world's most polluted seas. Oil transport through it is expected to increase rapidly in future as a major oil refinery expands near St Petersburg, Russia.
 http://www.yle.fi/uutiset/news/2009/03/report_warns_of_oil_spill_risk_in_gulf_of_finland_625352.html
Oceans awash in toxic seas of plastic
The swirling sea of plastic pollution in the central North Pacific (above) ALGALITA MARINE RESEARCH FOUNDATION; JEAN KENT UNATIN/ ALGALITA MARINE RESEARCH FOUNDATION
Umbrella handles. Pens. Popsicle sticks. Lots and lots of toothbrushes. These are just a few of the items that make up the approximately 13 million sq. km Eastern Garbage Patch, an immense plastic soup in the Pacific Ocean that starts about 800 km off the coast of California and extends westward. Sucked from the coasts of Asia and America by ocean currents, or discarded at sea, plastic debris accumulates there in an ever-growing mass that does not biodegrade and is said to be already larger than the United States.

Scientists have long known that plastic in the garbage patch and elsewhere is stuffing the stomachs of seabirds and causing them to starve, suffocating fish and choking marine turtles.

But what is now becoming clear is that when pieces of plastic meet other pollutants in the ocean, the results can be even more toxic. That's because, as a growing number of studies are showing, the plastic debris absorbs harmful chemicals from the seawater it floats in, acting like a "pollution sponge" that concentrates those chemicals and poses a different, more insidious threat to marine and other life.
These are the opening lines of an interesting article in The Japan Times. Read the complete article at http://search.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/fl20090322x1.html
CLEAN GULF 2009 – CALL FOR PARTICIPATION
The 2009 CLEAN GULF Conference is issuing an industry-wide call for participation. A government/industry-based committee has formed to assist with programming this event. Prospective authors are invited to submit a 200-300 word abstract(s) for consideration by the program committee by Monday, April 6, 2009.

Main Themes for CLEAN GULF 2009 - 1.  Prevention   2.  Preparedness   3.  Response – and authors should focus on one of these themes in addressing a topic from a given list. Abstracts should be submitted by email to Kayla Appelt, Conference Coordinator at - kappelt@tradefairgroup.com.  For questions call 832-242-1969 ext. 302.
Clean Gulf 2009 takes place on Nov.17-19, 2009 in New Orleans. http://www.cleangulf.org/
ARUBA: VALERO TEAMS UP WITH NRC TO PROVIDE RESPONSE SERVICES
The Valero Aruba Refinery and National Response Corporation (NRC) has announced it they have signed a long-term agreement in which NRC will establish, staff and operate an emergency response base on the island of Aruba to provide preventive measures and response services to the refinery.
NRC will keep a 110-foot spill response vessel and two smaller boats on the island, as well as spill response equipment such as boom, skimmers, vacuum transfer units, dispersant and hot water pressure washers to ensure fast and efficient clean up of any spills that may occur. Under the new agreement, NRC’s on-site personnel will operate and maintain the permanent boom at the refinery’s docks as well as perform day-to-day maintenance of all spill response equipment. In addition, NRC will respond to any refinery-based spill and provide support in the event of other emergencies, as well as conducting drills and providing training. 

“The agreement with NRC will help the refinery provide an even faster response in the event of a spill,” said Ray Buckley, the vice president and general manager of the Valero Aruba Refinery. “It’s part of our commitment to keeping Aruba safe and clean.” For more info, visit http://www.nrcc.com
ECUADOR: RO-CLEAN DESMI REORGANISATION OF SALES & SERVICE SUPPORT
RCD is pleased to announce the take-over of 100% of the shares in Integral Services and thereby establishment of its wholly-owned subsidiary Ro-Clean Desmi Latinoamerica S.A. (RCD LA) located in Quito, Ecuador.

The 4 person strong team taken over from Integral Services will be led by Mr. Rolando Chavez P., General Manager. RCD LA will be in charge of the RCD markets in Spanish-speaking countries in Central and South America as well as selected countries in the Caribbean.

Integral Services Ltda. was founded in 2004 by Mr. Rolando Chavez P. for the purpose of servicing RCD in Latin America. The RCD business in this part of the world has developed very positively over the past 3 years, and this establishment of a subsidiary confirms the strategic emphasis of RCD in Latin America. For all relevant business purposes, the take-over was effective from 1st of January 2009. For further information, please contact Mr. Rolando Chavez P., General Manager on +593 9 972 4289 or Dennis W. Larsen, President on +45 65 48 16 11.
USA: NEW JERSEY EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS CONFERENCE
May 4 - 8, 2009 at the Tropicana Hotel and Casino, Atlantic City, NJ. May 4, 5, & 6, 2009 - Pre-Conference Training Wednesday, May 06, 2009 - Golf Outing (Harbor Pines Golf Club) May 7 - 8, 2009 – Conference May 6 (evening) & May 7 – Exhibits.

The New Jersey Emergency Preparedness Association's Annual Conference provides training and coordination and promotes the development of public & private partnerships in planning, response, recovery and mitigation in all types of emergencies.
  http://www.njepa.org/
USA: WRECK OIL REMOVAL – CORRECTION AND CLARIFICATION

In last week’s ISCO Newsletter we reported on the Wreck Oil Removal Program (WORP) and the need to secure $51 m. in funding from Congress in order to make a start on removal of oil from sunken vessels. In fact, NOAA will seek an initial $1 m. from Congress to fund an initial study which would, inter alia, look into appropriate methodologies and prioritization of selection of wrecks for oil removal. The remaining amount of up to $50 m. for progressing work will be sought from the Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund (OSLTF) which is administered by the US Coast Guard. The OSLTF has two major components – (1) The Emergency Fund is available for Federal On-Scene Coordinators (FOSCs) to respond to discharges and for federal trustees to initiate natural resource damage assessments. The Emergency Fund is a recurring $50 million available to the President annually. (2) The remaining Principal Fund balance is used to pay claims and to fund appropriations by Congress to Federal agencies to administer the provisions of OPA and support research and development. 
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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