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IMO approves draft HNS Protocol aimed at bringing 1996 HNS Convention into effect
The Legal Committee of the International Maritime Organization (IMO), meeting for its 95th session at IMO Headquarters in London, has approved a draft Protocol to the 1996 HNS Convention (the International Convention on Liability and Compensation for Damage in Connection with the Carriage of Hazardous and Noxious Substances by Sea).


The draft Protocol is designed to address practical problems that have prevented many States from ratifying the original Convention which, despite being adopted in 1996, has, to date, only 13 ratifications and is some way from meeting the level of ratification that would trigger its entry into force.


The 1996 HNS Convention is based on the highly successful model of the Civil Liability and Fund Conventions. Like the regime introduced by the latter Convention, it seeks to establish a two-tier system for compensation to be paid in the event of accidents at sea, in this case involving hazardous and noxious substances, such as chemicals. Tier one will be covered by compulsory insurance taken out by ship-owners, who would be able to limit their liability; in those cases where the insurance does not cover an incident, or is insufficient to satisfy the claim, compensation shall be paid from a fund, made up of contributions from the receivers of HNS. Contributions will be calculated according to the amount of HNS received in each State in the preceding calendar year.
 

However, among the obstacles that have discouraged ratification of the Convention, one of the most difficult to overcome has been the requirement for States to report the quantities of HNS received to IMO. This difficulty is due, in part, to the sheer range and diversity of hazardous and noxious substances that will be governed by the HNS Convention. As the reports act, among other things, as a trigger mechanism for the entry into force of the Convention, the omission of States to file them has effectively prevented the Convention from becoming operative. The draft Protocol, which was developed initially by a focus group established by the 1992 IOPC Fund Assembly, is set to address this problem, as well as others thought to be acting as barriers to ratification of the Convention.


The IMO Legal Committee has now requested the IMO Council, which meets in June 2009, to approve the holding of a diplomatic conference as early as possible during 2010 to consider the draft Protocol, with a view to formally adopting it.   http://www.imo.org/
UK: DEPT. OF ENERGY & CLIMATE CHANGE ISSUE OF NEW GUIDANCE NOTES FOR OPRC AND EPC FOR OIL POLLUTION EMERGENCY PLANS

The new guidance notes apply to Oil Pollution Emergency Plans developed in compliance with the requirements of the Merchant Shipping (Oil Pollution Preparedness, Response and Co-operation Convention) Regulations 1998 and The Offshore Installations (Emergency Pollution Control) Regulations 2002

The guidance takes into account comments received from industry and regulatory, consultation and responding authorities following their review of a previously issued draft document.  The Guidance updates, strengthens and supersedes previous guidance issued in October 2002 (Version 2).  The existing Regulations have not changed.  

Operators should note that oil spill contingency plans (OSCP) mentioned in previous guidance will now be referred to as Oil Pollution Emergency Plans (OPEP) to fully align with the above Regulations.   
All new OPEP’s, or OPEP’s subject to a 5 yearly review, and any updates made to existing OPEP’s must be written in accordance with these Guidance notes.  

New provisions and guidance associated with Training and Exercise requirements detailed in Sections 9, 10 and 11 of the Guidance must be implemented with immediate effect on all installations and within applicable operating companies holding an existing approved OPEP.  

Operators holding an existing approved OPEP are not required to update and re-submit their existing OPEP to comply with new guidance until the existing approval period expires.  However, it is recognised that the updated Guidance provides scope to strengthen existing response arrangements and in this respect Operators are encouraged to review and submit their existing OPEP in line with the new Guidance before their existing approval period expires.The complete text of the new guidance notes can be found at -
   https://www.og.berr.gov.uk/environment/EPC_Guidance.doc
USA: Sober Game for First Responders
Imagine being a first responder heading toward a major explosion or chemical spill with memories of Sept. 11 flooding your brain. Now think again, with the benefit of having played out those scenarios and your response to them. 

That's what the leaders of the National Emergency Medical Services Preparedness Initiative hopes paramedics and EMTs will be able to do. The institute, part of George Washington University, last week unveiled a video game that will allow emergency workers to hone their skills on the virtual scene of large-scale crises. 

Using a $4.8 million grant from the Department of Homeland Security and taking a cue from a Defense Department game called America's Army -- which shows soldiers what life is like in battle -- NEMSPI spent two years designing the game. 

Target users include paramedics and EMTs, whose training varies greatly across the country, as well as interested citizens, says Gregg Lord, NEMSPI's associate director. 

Players go through four scenarios that get more complex as the game progresses. It starts with an emerging pandemic, moves to an earthquake and a sports complex explosion and culminates in the accidental derailment of a train carrying chemicals. 

These are all plausible situations, Lord says. "We took that [pandemic] scenario from SARS in Toronto . . . and something similar [to the derailment] happened in South Carolina with a chlorine leak," he says. Players learn about equipment, what questions to ask victims, triage and treatment. 

Lord says developing the game cost a fraction of what it takes to implement a four-day practice scenario, which can cost as much as $40 million. He says he hopes to get more grants to improve the game, which can be downloaded at http://www.nemspi.org for $15 after registering on the site. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/30/AR2009033002169.html
AUSTRALIA: The mother of all oil spills
The recent outcry in the national media over the spilling of around 200 tonnes of oil by a ship off the Queensland coast obscures another, far larger oil spill – and one more risky to the public health and Australian environment. 

This is the oil spill that has been occurring in Australian towns and cities, round mines and industrial sites for over a century.  Whereas there have been 24 recorded major spills at sea in the past 105 years, there have been tens of thousands of leaks and spills on land. While maritime spills total about 40,000 tonnes of oil, the amount lost on land is unknown – but almost certainly greater. 
Every town, city, powerhouse, gasometer, refinery, railway yard and heavy industrial plant in the country has a legacy of these leaks and spills reaching back for decades - although today’s oil industry is assiduous in preventing them and in seeking ways to clean them up.  Nevertheless there are far too many old leaks and spills and the cost is too high for clean-up to be carried out at the national level using traditional approaches. Every former service station site and old machinery workshop, potentially, has a plume of leaked or improperly disposed-of hydrocarbons beneath it.  Every time it rains, a film of oil and other hydrocarbons is washed off our roads and into creeks and groundwater sumps. Old garbage tips leach the hydrocarbons that have been thrown into them over generations. 
In the CRC for Contamination Assessment and Remediation of the Environment (CRC CARE) we are working with the oil industry and six research organizations to develop solutions to this long-running leakage of hydrocarbons into our environment and often, drinking water sources. We are testing a suite of new technologies for assessing and cleaning up this problem at a far lower cost than the methods currently prescribed. We have established a national demonstration site in the grounds of a former oil refinery in South Australia to show that these new methods work. 
They include the use of special native microbes which we have discovered to be particularly good at breaking down hydrocarbons into harmless water and gas. They include ‘monitored natural attenuation’ – a low-cost method that ensures nature does all the hard work of cleaning up oil spills efficiently in Australian environments, on which we are currently writing the rule-book. And they include working with the Australian Institute of Petroleum to develop best-practice guidelines for preventing and cleaning up spills, which will put Australia at the cutting edge internationally. The AIP provides major support to CRC CARE researchers to develop policies and innovative solutions for oil-contaminated sites.  At the same time we are working on a range of sensors which can be used to detect and monitor hydrocarbon pollution wherever it occurs. 
The above is from an article by Professor Ravi Naidu, Managing Director of the Cooperative Research Centre for Contamination Assessment and Remediation of the Environment. You can access the complete article at http://www.sciencealert.com.au/opinions/20090604-18993.html
USA: LEAKING UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK PROGRAM IMPLEMENTS THE RECOVERY ACT

In the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, Congress appropriated $200 million from the Leaking Underground Storage Tank (LUST) Trust Fund to EPA for cleaning up leaks from underground storage tanks. The $200 million LUST Recovery Act money will pay for activities at shovel-ready sites to assess and cleanup underground storage tank petroleum leaks. The money may be used either to (1) Oversee assessing and cleaning up underground tank leaks, or (2) Directly pay for assessing and cleaning up leaks from federally regulated tanks where the responsible party is unknown, unwilling, unable, or the cleanup is an emergency response. 
More information - http://www.epa.gov:80/oust/eparecovery/  [Thanks to Don Johnston of DG & Hazmat Group for passing on this alert]
UK: MICROBES IN MUD FLATS CLEAN UP OIL SPILL CHEMICALS
Micro-organisms occurring naturally in coastal mudflats have an essential role to play in cleaning up pollution by breaking down petrochemical residues.
Research by Dr Efe Aganbi and colleagues from the University of Essex, presented at the Society for General Microbiology's meeting at Harrogate March 30, reveals essential differences in the speed of degradation of the chemicals depending on whether or not oxygen is present. 
In aerobic conditions (where oxygen is present), benzene, toluene and naphthalene, which all occur in petroleum, were rapidly degraded by microbes. In the absence of oxygen degradation was slower and only toluene was significantly broken down. This means that in a healthy marine ecosystem where the water is oxygenated, petrochemical contamination can biodegraded by micro-organisms, but if the oxygen supply is depleted by pollution and other processes leading to the breakdown of organic matter in the soil, the contamination will persist. 
While almost all known aromatic hydrocarbons (the petroleum breakdown products) are degraded with oxygen only a few can be completely broken down in the absence of oxygen. However, in a contaminated environment oxygen is quickly depleted and anaerobic breakdown (without oxygen) becomes an important mechanism for getting rid of contaminants.

The scientists also investigated the impact of the three chemicals on the make-up of different estuarine microbial communities. Over time the types of micro-organisms changed as the compounds were degraded. In aerobic conditions, benzene and toluene did not appear to affect community structure but naphthalene stimulated the growth of Cycloclasticus spirillensus, a bacterium known to break down oil residues. These bacteria might be used as a natural way of cleaning up pollution.
"Our work shows that microbes are very versatile and can live on most types of chemicals" said Dr Aganbi, "More work is needed to identify bacteria in these mud sediments as little is known about the range of bacteria present. Estuaries are ideal locations for refineries and petrochemical facilities – it is essential that mudflats are preserved to provide a natural clean-up area for pollution."  Thanks to Don Johnston of DG & Hazmat Group for passing on this article. 
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/03/090329205505.htm
SECOND RO-CLEAN DESMI LATINOAMÉRICA SEMINAR ABOUT REAL OIL SPILLS
This seminar, to be held on 21-23 April, 2009, is sponsored by the main environmental authorities of Ecuador - Environmental Ministry, Ecuadorian Navy, PETROCOMERCIAL and La Libertad Oil Terminal Superintendence where the demonstrations and exercises will be carried out. 
RO-CLEAN DESMI expect around 100 attendees from all the main Oil and Environmental companies and OSROs of Latin-American and Caribbean countries, amongst others: ECOPETROL, OCENSA, PEMEX, PDVSA, MEXICAN NAVY, PERENCO, PETROPERU, PLUSPETROL, ANCAP, SHELL, REPSOL, COPEC, CHILEAN NAVY, PETROECUADOR, AUTORIDAD DEL CANAL DE PANAMA, etc. 
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
ISCO NEWSLETTER 





Issue 175  13th  April, 2009





Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@spillcontrol.org" ��info@spillcontrol.org�  Web � HYPERLINK "http://www.spillcontrol.org" ��http://www.spillcontrol.org� 




















