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WHAT’S NEW AT INTERSPILL ?

You’ll be able to find out in a special Interspill issue of the ISCO Newsletter 

This special edition will be published on 11th May 2009 and 1,000 copies will be distributed at Interspill.
The focus will be on new developments – new products, services, technical advances – and this gives you an opportunity to invite conference attendees to visit your exhibition stand, poster display or attend your conference paper presentation.
As this special edition will have to go to the printers, 30th April will be the deadline for sending in copy. Anything you send in will be treated as confidential and will not be released before the publication date.
Editorial space will be limited – so don’t delay.  Priority will be given to ISCO members but non-members are also invited to submit copy. Photographs can be included. Articles will be edited if necessary.

ISCO AGM

The Annual General Meeting of ISCO will be held at 1500 hrs. on Wednesday 13th May, 2009, in the Salle Ratonneau at the Interspill Conference and Exhibition at Marseille, France.

The Salle Ratonneau is on the third floor of the Parc Chenot venue.

ENVIRONMENTAL RISK EVALUATION CRITERIA: the oil pollution case
ISCO Member of Council for Greece, Prof. Psaraftis, advises that on February 27, 2009, LMT hosted an open one-day workshop on the subject of environmental risk evaluation criteria, with a focus on oil pollution. There were several presentations and a panel discussion by key international experts from Germany, Greece, Japan, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom and the United States. Those attending the workshop had an opportunity to hear first-hand from these experts what is the state of the art and the main challenges on this subject and how one may come about to tackle them. Some 85 participants attended the workshop, which, in terms of feedback received, was a big success. The full program and all presentations of the workshop can be found at this link http://www.martrans.org/wsenv.htm
FRANCE: CEDRE CELEBRATES ITS 30th ANNIVERSARY
Thirty years ago, following the oil spill caused by the Amoco Cadiz, Cedre came into being. To mark this event, an Open Day will be held on 19 June with a full programme including demonstrations, equipment deployment, a photo exhibition, a competition… More info: http://www.cedre.fr/
AUSTRALIA: Oil spill cargo ship condemned as unseaworth
According to a report in The Australian, the container ship responsible for Queensland's worst oil spill was unseaworthy and had not been securing its cargo properly. Ninety per cent of the bolts that were meant to fasten the hatches of the Hong Kong-registered Pacific Adventurer were not secured. 

The Australian Maritime Safety Authority revealed that serious deficiencies were discovered aboard the vessel after the spill last month off Moreton Island. The ship lost 270 tonnes of oil when two bunker tanks were holed as 31 containers of ammonium nitrate fell from the deck during huge seas whipped up by Cyclone Hamish. Beaches on the Sunshine Coast and Moreton Island were extensively fouled, requiring a $17 million clean-up by state authorities that is continuing. 

AMSA public relations manager Tracey Jiggins told The Australian yesterday that its surveyors uncovered the deficiencies in the ship's maintenance procedures when they detained the Pacific Adventurer in Brisbane. "The vessel was in an unseaworthy condition, particularly because of the lack of proper and adequate maintenance and cargo-securing devices," Ms Jiggins said. "There was wastage of and damage to the ship's cargo fittings." AMSA had determined that notification of the loss of the containers and the oil pollution was not carried out "in a timely manner" to flag state and port state requirements. Serious deficiencies included numerous hatch-securing cleats and unsecured bolts, and numerous damaged twist-lock fittings. 

A preliminary report into the disaster released by the Australian Transport Safety Bureau yesterday confirmed that the vessel had initially advised that 31 tonnes, not 270 tonnes, of oil had been spilled. More: http://www.theaustralian.news.com.au/story/0,25197,25336163-30417,00.html
USA: EMForum.org - Wednesday April 22, 2009 - 12:00 Noon Eastern
The following information has been received from Tim Butters of the DG & Hazmat Group.

EMForum.org is pleased to host a one hour presentation and interactive discussion April 22, 2009, beginning at 12:00 Noon Eastern time (please convert to your local time). Our topic will be the recently released updates for the CAMEO suite of software tools for emergency operations, available at no charge to emergency management professionals and first responders. The CAMEO program is a partnership between the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).


Representing the EPA, our guest will be Peter Gattuso, Information Systems Manager with EPA's Office of Emergency Management. Mr. Gattuso has been with EPA since 1975, and was one of the primary authors of the original CAMEO(r) system (Computer-aided Management of Emergency Operations), and the MARPLOT(r) mapping system, both widely used in state and local governments. Representing NOAA, our guest will be Mark Miller, with NOAA's Office of Response and Restoration, Emergency Response Division since 1988. Mr. Miller has been involved in the development of CAMEO, and serves as NOAA's Program Manager.


Please make plans to join us, and as always, feel free to extend this invitation to your colleagues. Please see the Background Page at http://www.emforum.org/vforum/090422.htm for related materials and instructions, and if this will be your first time to participate, please check your connection at least a day in advance by clicking on the Live Meeting Login link at the top left. The Live Meeting client must be used in order to access the audio.
Please take time to respond to this week's home page survey question, "Is CAMEO used in your jurisdiction?"


The transcript of our April 8th program, The NIMS Supporting Technology Evaluation Program, is accessible from our home page at http://www.emforum.org or directly at http://www.emforum.org/vforum/lc090408.htm .
NORWAY: 2009 NOSCA SEMINAR ON OIL SPILL TECHNOLOGY AND RESPONSE
This year’s NOSCA Seminar will be held in Bergen, the beautiful capital of western Norway. For your diary – Arrival pm on Monday 14th September; Seminar days Tuesday 15th through Thursday 17th September; Departure am on Friday 18th September.

More information will be published later in the ISCO Newsletter.

ENVIRONMENT MONITORING EXPERTS REQUIRED FOR PROJECT IN ALBANIA

ISCO has been contacted by the Chamber of Commerce Belgium-Luxembourg South-Eastern Europe in regard to a project for assessment of the status of environmental contamination and preparation of the necessary monitoring measures in the area of Gardec which was affected by an ammunition explosion.

Experts are needed as follows for a short term EU funded mission –

Environmental Monitoring Expert Cat. I - With not less than 5 years of direct experience of environmental monitoring particularly on soil and water and having knowledge in ammunition chemistry, type of analysis and laboratory equipment used in the measurement of pollution generated by explosion.
Food Safety Monitoring Expert Cat. I - With experience in the analysis of dioxins, furans, PCB and contaminants affecting the health of humans and animals and having knowledge of the laboratory equipment used in food safety.
Environmental Remediation Expert Cat. I - With experience in remediation of contamination particularly on soil and having at least one experience in the remediation of sites affected by the explosion of ammunitions. 
If you are qualified, or can recommend qualified individuals, the editor can send more information.  Please drop me a line at john.mcmurtrie@spillcontrol.org
INDIA: Coast Guard conducts exercise to deal with possible oil spill
To deal with the possible catastrophe of an oil spill off the country's coast, the Indian Coast Guard along with other authorities have conducted a two-day-long National Level Oil Pollution Response exercise off the Mumbai coast. 

Officials from private oil companies, ONGC, Indian Navy, Maharashtra State Disaster Management Authority, National Institute of Oceanography, JNPT and other agencies participated in the exercise. 

"The aim of the exercise was to test the level of preparedness of the Coast Guard and other resource agencies in responding to a major oil spill," a spokesperson for the Coast Guard said. 

The exercise is a part of the National Oil Spill Disaster Contingency Plan prepared by the Coast Guard in 1993 to deal with oil spills at sea, he said. 

The Coast Guard, the nodal agency to deal with oil spills, also has a specialised Pollution Control Vessel and is expected to have three such vessels in the near future. 
[Thanks to Don Johnson of DG & Hazmat Group] http://www.hindu.com/thehindu/holnus/001200904101280.htm
SEACOR ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES TO PROVIDE EMERGENCY RESPONSE SUPPORT TO ABU DHABI NATIONAL OIL COMPANY
SEACOR Environmental Services (SES), has announced the signing of a contract with Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC). The three-year oil and hazardous material response support contract represents a cooperative effort by the management at both SEACOR Environmental Services Middle East (SESME) and ADNOC to create a new response and services model that maximises the tangible benefits to both parties.

The new contract model is a departure from the standard industry model whereby the Oil Company pays a substantial retainer to a response organisation for standby response capability. In addition to equipment, services under the agreement include the provision of operations and management personnel capable of fulfilling positions in the Tactical Response Team and Incident Management Team during an incident. Other key benefits include 90 days of training in a wide range of Incident Response and HSE related courses as well as an international internship programme.  

"SES and ADNOC management have worked closely together to develop an innovative and flexible model,” said John Dipple, Managing Director of SESME. “We look forward to our continued work with ADNOC, as well as exploring opportunities with other companies that have expressed significant interest in developing a similar model for their businesses.”
BOOK REVIEW : "The Spill: Personal Stories from the Exxon Valdez Disaster"

Frank Iarossi found it "mind-boggling" to fly over the grounded Exxon Valdez 20 years ago, and behold the massive amounts of oil spilled into Prince William Sound. As president of Exxon Shipping, he knew he had to put a positive spin on the situation, but was unsure what to tell the throngs of reporters who greeted him in Valdez, Alaska, in the aftermath of the March 24, 1989, spill.
"I really didn't want tell people how hopeless it was as far as getting the oil off the water anytime soon," Iarossi says in "The Spill: Personal Stories from the Exxon Valdez Disaster," which is being released this month on the anniversary of the spill.

Iarossi is one of 62 interview subjects in this book, men and women who found themselves caught up in the biggest oil spill in U.S. history. They include fishermen, Alaska natives, scientists, politicians and journalists, and these oral histories represent a valuable new addition to the oil-spill literature, compiled by the authors Sharon Bushell and Stan Jones.
More info: http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/books/2008967783_br05spill.html
USA: IAFC FREE DOWNLOAD – ETHANOL TRAINING MATERIAL

This course addresses the needs of emergency responders when faced with incidents involving ethanol and ethanol-blended fuels. [Thanks to Don Johnston of DG & Hazmat Group for passing on this information]  http://www.iafc.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=20
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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