[image: image1.emf][image: image5.jpg]





IMO/UNEP Guidance Manual, 2009
[image: image4.jpg]Assessment and Restoration
o onmertalDatoge ot are 4 Sps

UNEP




The new 2009 edition of the IMO/UNEP Guidance Manual on the Assessment and Restoration of Environmental Damage following Marine Oil Spills is now available from IMO Publishing.
 

On 27 July 2003, the oil tanker Tasman Spirit ran aground spilling a portion of its 67,000-tonne cargo of Iranian Light Crude Oil into Karachi Harbour, in Karachi, Pakistan. The loss of product resulted in environmental damage with heavy oiling of the shoreline in Karachi Harbour and surrounding areas.
 

Recognizing the need for international guidance to assist nations in assessing damage to natural resources following major oil spills in the aftermath of this incident, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), soon thereafter, initiated the development of a manual on natural resource damage assessment and restoration following major oil spills. Given IMO’s specialized expertise on preparedness for and response to accidental marine pollution issues and the long history of collaboration between IMO and UNEP, the two organizations agreed to the development of the Manual as a joint publication.
 

With a view to providing operational guidance, the IMO/UNEP Guidance manual on the assessment and restoration of environmental damage following marine oil spills has been developed through the OPRC-HNS Technical Group of the Marine Environment Protection Committee of IMO, in full collaboration and partnership with the United Nations Environment Programme.
 

The objective of the Manual is to provide guidance on strategies that may be used to assess the damage and subsequent recovery of the environment resulting from marine pollution incidents. Available techniques are considered together with criteria to help judge the feasibility of such measures to bring about successful recovery of those environments. 

The Manual emphasizes the importance of pre-spill planning and provides an overview of assessment techniques and restoration measures in various ecosystems. It also provides guidance on opportunities for compensation through the international oil compensation schemes. Practical examples of natural resource assessment and restoration are provided through a series of case studies.
https://www2.imo.org/b2c_imo/b2c/init.do?areaID=CD74D18C0B0A8B49AD87DE7DC86C2F41&productID=CD74D18C0B0A8B49AD87DE7DC86C2F4149B674F6351BB445B4D12A68F463860C
US to spend $6 billion on Cold War weapons cleanup
The Energy Department will spend $6 billion as part of President Barack Obama's stimulus package to clean up nuclear weapons sites at Cold War-era facilities, with more than half the money going to sites in Washington and South Carolina, a senior official told Congress on Wednesday.

The government will focus on decontaminating and demolishing tainted facilities, removing radioactive waste and trying to restore soil and groundwater, Ines Triay, the department's acting assistant secretary for environmental management, told a Senate Armed Services panel.

More than $1.9 billion will be spent on cleanup at the Hanford site, a former plutonium production complex on the Columbia River in southeastern Washington. The site produced plutonium used in the first nuclear bomb. The government said there are more than 53 million gallons of radioactive and chemically hazardous waste in 177 underground storage tanks there along with 2,300 tons of spent nuclear fuel and nine tons of plutonium.
More - http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5j1EqjS12tqDcYKw7IE3Z0L_KbzmAD97NLQ9O1
SINGAPORE: Drill on chemical spill off East Coast Park
ChemSpill 2009, which simulated a collision between an oil tanker and a chemical tanker at the Eastern Anchorage, was part of this year's Singapore Maritime Week and involved 100 people from 12 agencies.
 

Participants of the 6th International Chemical and Oil Pollution Conference & Exhibition (ICOPCE) observed the exercise. The drill sought to test and demonstrate Singapore's readiness to respond effectively to chemical spills at sea. 

The Maritime and Port Authority (MPA) organised its first such exercise in 1998, and said that such efforts are crucial because of Singapore's development as a major shipping hub. http://www.channelnewsasia.com/stories/singaporelocalnews/view/424618/1/.html
USA: EPA SELECTS 50 POLLUTED SITES FOR STIMULUS MONEY
Fifty of the country's most polluted and hazardous waste sites were singled out Wednesday to receive a share of federal stimulus money to continue cleanup operations.

The Environmental Protection Agency announced that $528 million in recently approved economic stimulus funding would be used to help clean up the sites in 28 states.

The sites were contaminated years ago by mining waste, lead smelters, landfills, and other sources of chemicals but the companies responsible are no longer around to pay for their cleanup.

At half the sites, cleanups were either stalled last year or were expected to face delays this year because the EPA was running short of funds.
More http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5h8R1gvqCEdPzoIJDRpCGHiwWa6-AD97J1RP00
South Korea overhauls oil spill response training
A revamp of oil spill response training will take place in South Korea following the Hebei Spirit oil spill. The improvements were outlined by a senior executive of Korea Marine Environment Management.
 
KMEM response team manager Suh Woo-rack said the way the Hebei Spirit spill was tackled by the authorities had shown several failures. These included a lack of a unified command and control mechanism, a failure to institute an adequate initial response and a lack of proper training. The problems with the initial response involved a failure to take sufficient measures to contain the oil and a failure to predict the direction of the leaking oil. 

Mr Suh said the Hebei Spirit spill also revealed shortcomings in training for spill disasters and actual events. Consequently KMEM is developing an oil spill training centre that will open in Pusan in 2011, which should improve training and address these problems. 

He said more than 1.2m volunteers were involved in the clean-up operation up to July 14, last year. But such a large number of volunteers showed the need for a government management programme to handle such large numbers of people.
 

International Tanker Owners Pollution Federation technical adviser Colleen O’Hagan said the response to the spill had raised several key issues that reflected the lack of a coordinated response to the clean-up.
 

She said the clean-up companies “faced huge challenges” in dealing with the “tens of thousands of volunteers” while receiving little response from local authorities. 

Ms O’Hagan said huge amounts of waste were generated as a result of the large number of ill-trained but well intentioned volunteers who flocked to the coastal areas affected by the spill.
The above is an abridged version of an article in Lloyds List. You can read the complete article at – http://lloydslist.com/ll/news/south-korea-overhauls-oil-spill-response-training/20017641963.htm
UK: The Dangerous Goods Emergency Action Codes List 2009 
NCEC, the UK’s national response unit for chemical emergencies, and part of energy and climate change consultancy, AEA, has been commissioned by the Department for Communities and Local Government (CLG) to produce the Dangerous Goods Emergency Action Code List 2009 (EAC List 2009), published by TSO.


The EAC List 2009 supersedes the 2007 list and is effective from 1 July 2009. The 2007 List should no longer be used from that date.
Bill Atkinson of NCEC commented: “I am pleased that once again NCEC has been given the responsibility for publishing the Dangerous Goods Emergency Action Code List.  We have used this as an opportunity to take on board some feedback from users and implement some changes to the format to make it easier to use.  We continue to welcome feedback on the new book and any ideas on how it can be further improved for future editions”. 
As well as the published volume, a free PDF download of the publication will be made available from the NCEC website. For further details see www.thencec.com.

USA: THE BIGGEST US OIL SPILL YOU NEVER HEARD OF - BROOKLYN RESIDENTS ARE PUSHING BIG OIL AND THE GOVERNMENT TO REMOVE MILLIONS OF GALLONS OF PETROLEUM FROM THEIR NEIGHBORHOOD
An estimated 17 million gallons of oil (at least one-and-a-half times the amount spilled by the Exxon Valdez in Prince William Sound in 1989) from spills at ExxonMobil‘s Greenpoint refineries and storage facilities soaked into the ground over the last century, creating a 55-acre plume of oil floating on top of groundwater 30-40 feet underground. Residents of this working-class neighborhood have been living with the spill for more than 50 years, enduring vapors seeping into some basements and wafting through the streets from nearby Newtown Creek, which the petroleum trickles into. A cleanup has been going on for three decades, but only about half of the oil has been removed. Only recently has the government sought to force accelerated remediation. [Thanks to Don Johnson of DG & Hazmat Group for relaying this report] More: http://www.mnn.com/earth-matters/wilderness-resources/stories/the-biggest-us-oil-spill-you-never-heard-of
USA: UMass Amherst Chemists Develop Test For Arsenic In Soil
If you have a cat or dog who likes to hide under the deck or children who play on equipment made with pressure-treated wood, you'll be glad to hear that analytical chemist Julian Tyson and colleagues at the University of Massachusetts Amherst recently developed the first-ever accurate test for arsenic compounds in soil, promising a significantly improved environmental and health impact assessment. The method holds some promise for detecting naturally occurring high arsenic levels in Asian rice, as well. 

In North America, arsenic is found most commonly under decks and near structures such as playground gyms made of pressure-treated wood, which is impregnated with heavy metals. The squeezed-in chromium, copper and arsenic make wood weather-resistant and durable but they also slowly leach out into the environment, mainly soil. The potential health impact, called by some an "environmental time bomb," has been difficult to assess in an objective, quantitative way until now, according to Tyson and his graduate student co-author Khalid Al-Assaf, because the key arsenic compounds stick so tightly to iron oxides that they couldn't be isolated and measured separately. 
Read more at - http://www.pollutiononline.com/article.mvc/UMass-Amherst-Chemists-Develop-Test-For-0001
MTBE remediation from SA Envitech 
The new EWAT® process has been tested for remediation of groundwater contaminated by high concentrations of MTBE. The results have been impressive. With this process concentrations of MTBE decreased from 1.600 μg/l to 5 μg/l, acceptable for the most restrictive international law. More info - http://www.sa-envitech.com/
REMINDER : ISCO AGM

The Annual General Meeting of ISCO will be held at 1500 hrs. on Wednesday 13th May, 2009, in the Salle Ratonneau at the Interspill Conference and Exhibition at Marseille, France. The Salle Ratonneau is on the third floor of the Parc Chenot venue. 

WHAT’S NEW AT INTERSPILL – DEADLINE IS THURSDAY 30th APRIL

A special edition of this Newsletter will be published on 11th May 2009 and 1,000 copies will be distributed at Interspill.
The focus is on new developments – new products, services, technical advances – and this gives you an opportunity to invite conference attendees to visit your exhibition stand, poster display or attend your conference paper presentation.
As this special edition will have to go to the printers, 30th April will be the deadline for receiving copy. Anything you send in will be treated as confidential and will not be released before the publication date.
Editorial space is limited – so don’t delay.  Priority will be given to ISCO members but non-members are also invited to submit copy. Photographs can be included. Articles will be edited if necessary.This e-mail address is being protected from spambots. You need JavaScript enabled to view it [image: image3.png]



Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.

ISCO NEWSLETTER 





Issue 177  27th  April, 2009





Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@spillcontrol.org" ��info@spillcontrol.org�  Web � HYPERLINK "http://www.spillcontrol.org" ��http://www.spillcontrol.org� 




















