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ISCO AGM: New MEMBER OF COUNCIL ELECTED FOR MAINLAND CHINA

At ISCO’s AGM held at Interspill in Marseille last week Mr Guobin Li of Sunic-Ocean Marine Technical and Service Co. Ltd. was elected as ISCO Member of Council for China (mainland). In representing China on the IMO Council he joins Capt. Davy T.S. Lau who has represented China (Hong Kong) on the ISCO Council since January, 2006. 
At the ISCO AGM, the Guest Speaker was Kurt A. Hansen, P.E., of the US Coast Guard Research and Development Center, who gave a presentation on the work of the R&D Center. ISCO President, David Usher, followed with a description of his involvement in a bird rescue and rehabilitation operation following on a recent diesel spill at Troy, Michigan. By invitation from the floor, Rosalie e’Silva of ISCO Associate Member, The Sea Alarm Foundation, gave Members and Guests an impromptu account of the Foundation’s work and its relationship with other wildlife rescue organisations.  Readers who would like to have copies of any of these presentations should contact the Secretary of ISCO.
EUROPE: EU votes to criminalise pollution at sea
On 5th May the European Parliament adopted a new directive that forces EU countries to introduce criminal penalties for maritime pollution, whether caused deliberately or by negligence. At their plenary session in Strasbourg, MEPs adopted the new directive by 588 votes in favour and 42 against, amid three abstentions. 

The directive introduces compulsory criminal sanctions for serious cases of maritime pollution, and also forces member states to impose stringent penalties for minor cases if they are repeated, deliberately caused or the result of serious negligence. The EU law leaves it to national governments to set the penalties, but requires them to be "effective and dissuasive", not only for ship-owners but also for the "other agents" involved in sea transport, such as cargo owners. 

"Repeated minor discharges made with intent, recklessly, or due to serious negligence must be considered criminal offences and punished with effective, proportionate and dissuasive penalties," the Parliament said in a statement released after the vote. 

MEPs reached a first-reading agreement with the 27 EU member states last week, paving the way for a swift adoption of the rules, it added. 
                     http://www.euractiv.com/en/environment/eu-votes-criminalise-pollution-sea/article-182031
ENVIRONMENTALLY HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE MARK
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The latest version of the UN Recommendations on the Transport of Dangerous Goods has introduced a marking for goods classed as Marine Pollutants. This is being phased into the various regulations that deal with transport of dangerous goods; however, the time frame for each regulation will be different.
The mark is currently authorized under 49 CFR; it will become mandatory effective January 14, 2010.The IMDG Code implemented this marking for Marine Pollutants on January 1, 2009; it becomes mandatory January 1, 2010. [Thanks to PC of  Hazmat 101 Group for passing on this info]
More info -
 http://www.thecompliancecenter.com:80/news/compliance_news/2009/may09.htm?id=may09
USA: CBIRF's Chem Lab on Wheels
Chemical Biological Incident Response Force, II Marine Expeditionary Force Marines and Sailors have a life-saving mission as emergency responders. This requires a lot of different disciplines, one of which is organic to CBIRF.

“The mobile laboratory is an analytical suite on a mobile platform,” said Dr. Erick Swartz, who is the resident scientist here. “It is designed to analyze gases but more specifically, liquids and solids that give off a gas.”

The mobile laboratory has many different capabilities, including a force preservation factor. CBIRF Marines and Sailors respond to any Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear, or High-yield Explosive incident using different levels of protection, one being level B, which includes a gas mask and a semi-encapsulated chemical protective over garment.

“Once we find out what the contaminant is, we can determine what level of PPE the Marines have to be in, if any. I think it’s really important just for that factor, because being [in the contaminated area] in level B all of the time can tire any Marine out,” said Lance Cpl. Logan Carr, junior mobile laboratory operator, IDP, Headquarters and Service Company, CBIRF. Read more at - http://www.military.com:80/news/article/marine-corps-news/cbirfs-chem-lab-on-wheels.html?col=1186032366495
USA: Marine Corps Systems Command Awards $96 Million Contract to SAIC
Science Applications International Corporation (NYSE: SAI) has announced it has been awarded a prime contract by U.S. Marine Corps Systems Command (MARCORSYSCOM) to provide chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear (CBRN) and incident response program support. The single award, prime contract, effective May 1, 2009, has a one year base period of performance, four one-year options and a total contract value of $96 million if all options are exercised. 

Under the contract, SAIC will provide support services and equipment procurement to the family of incident response systems (FIRS) section of Marine Corps Systems Command. The FIRS team provides leading edge consequence management and technologies to incident response and operating forces from Federal agencies including the Department of Defense, the Federal Emergency Management Agency, and the U.S. Marine Corps. SAIC will support FIRS by providing services including procurement of supplies and equipment, inventory management, training, and maintenance and warranty support. More - http://www.redorbit.com:80/news/business/1681688/marine_corps_systems_command_awards_96_million_contract_to_saic/
Ecuador: High Stakes in Case Against Chevron
Deep in the northern Ecuadoran rain forest, next to pits filled with noxious sludge, a lawyer on his very first case argued that a U.S. oil company had deliberately fouled a swath of jungle nearly the size of Delaware during two decades of production. Wearing a straw hat for the recent outdoor hearing, Pablo Fajardo was delivering the final arguments in a lawsuit that began in New York in 1993 against Texaco but is wrapping up here against Chevron, which bought Texaco in 2001. The stakes are high -- and so tinged with nationalism that Ecuador's President Rafael Correa has openly sided with the plaintiffs, 48 individuals representing tens of thousands of people in the region. 

If the judge rules against Chevron, the company could face the largest damages award ever handed down in an environmental case, dwarfing the $3.9 billion awarded against ExxonMobil for the 1989 spill in Alaska. A report by a court-appointed team last year concluded that pollution caused mainly by Texaco's Ecuadoran affiliate, Texaco Petroleum, had led to 1,401 cancer deaths in this stretch of Amazonian jungle. The team's leader, Ecuadoran geologist Richard Cabrera, reported finding high levels of toxins in soil and water samples near Texaco's production sites and assessed damages at up to $27.3 billion.
Read more at  -   http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/04/27/AR2009042703717.html
USA: NTSB COSCO BUSAN CASUALTY REPORT ISSUED

On November 7, 2007, the Hong Kong-registered, 901-foot-long containership M/V Cosco Busan allided with the fendering system at the base of the Delta tower of the San Francisco–Oakland Bay Bridge. Contact with the bridge tower created a 212-foot-long by 10-foot-high by 8-foot-deep gash in the forward port side of the ship and breached the Nos. 3 and 4 port fuel tanks and the No. 2 port ballast tank. As a result of the breached fuel tanks, about 53,500 gallons of fuel oil were released into San Francisco Bay. No injuries or fatalities resulted from the accident, but the fuel spill contaminated about 26 miles of shoreline, killed more than 2,500 birds of about 50 species, temporarily closed a fishery on the bay, and delayed the start of the crab-fishing season. Total monetary damages were estimated to be $2.1 million for the ship, $1.5 million for the bridge, and more than $70 million for environmental cleanup. 


The safety issues identified during this accident investigation include medical oversight of the Cosco Busan pilot, medical oversight of mariners in general, guidance for vessel traffic service operators in exercising authority to manage traffic, procedures for improving the assessment of oil spills in California waters; and training and oversight of the Cosco Busan crew. As a result of its investigation of this accident, the Safety Board makes safety recommendations to the U.S. Coast Guard, the American Pilots’ Association, and Fleet Management Ltd.
Access the report at http://www.maritime-executive.com/article/ntsb-cosco-busan-casualty-report-issued/
USA, NEW JERSEY: Law allows private contractors to oversee pollution clean-ups
Private contractors will soon oversee the cleanup of the vast majority of New Jersey’s contaminated sites, a sea change in the way the state has dealt with its long history of industrial and residential pollution.

Under a controversial bill signed today by Governor Corzine, about 19,000 properties, from houses with leaking underground oil tanks to sprawling industrial sites, can now be supervised by contractors licensed by a new state board. Read more - http://www.northjersey.com/environment/Law_allows_private_contractors_to_oversee_pollution_cleanups.html
UK: S E T N  3rd  Annual Environmental Technology Conference in Edinburgh NEXT WEEK
ISCO Associate Member, The Scottish Environmental Technology Network will be holding its 3rd  Annual Environmental Technology Conference South Hall Complex, Edinburgh, Wed May 27th,  9.00 – 16.00.

This is a free-of-charge major conference where you can □ Get up to speed with developments in the Scottish environmental technology sector □ Hear case studies of how companies have benefited from SETN support □ Find out more about what EU environmental legislation means for your business □ See the latest technologies in our exhibition □ Take the opportunity for networking for new business contacts □ Have a 1-2-1 session with an expert and get advice on funding, business development,
carbon reduction, intellectual property and regulation. Book in advance or arrange on the day. For more info please go to - http://setn.see.ed.ac.uk/May27FlyerFINAL.pdf
HazMat response demonstration at INTERSPILL
Visitors to this year’s Interspill exhibition attended an interesting demonstration when 24/7 emergency response provider Braemar Howells simulated the response to a chemical leak of hazardous material.

The Braemar Howells team secured the area and wearing protective clothing, utilising the latest techniques and equipment contained and neutralised the incident making the area safe.

During the demonstration Braemar Howells made use of one of its specially kitted out vehicles brought down to the show from the UK, to deal with the leak and to provide an on-site incident coordination and response base. Braemar Howells’s HazMat incident response vehicles carry on board a range of specialist equipment including SCBA sets, level A and B protection suits, chemical transfer pumps (stainless steel and Kynarr) with lengths of Danflon ptfe lined hose. Each vehicle also has a full tanker rollover kit with bath and can carry several salvage drums and spare Intermediate Bulk Containers (IBC). 

In addition, at the front of the box section, each vehicle has a separate and fully-equipped incident coordination centre containing a computer with Chemdata, other chemical response databases, full internet and email access for MSD sheets  etc.  This centre provides access to Braemar Howells’ incident control software, AIMS, and three in one printer, scanner and photocopy machine. This facility gives Braemar Howells the opportunity to quickly initiate an Incident Command System with the back-up of a fully supported and functioning command unit.

The company has 7 vehicles which currently provide dedicated chemical incident response at the company’s bases in Milford, Bristol, Falmouth, Stansted, Perth, Liverpool and Huddersfield. http://www.braemarhowells.com/
SEACOR Environmental Services JV, SES•BORKIT, TO PROVIDE EMERGENCY RESPONSE SUPPORT TO PETROM IN KAZAKHSTAN
SEACOR Environmental Services (SES), announced at Interspill 2009, the signing of a five-year oil spill response contract between Kom Munai LLP a wholly owned subsidiary of Petrom SA and SES•BORKIT, an SES joint venture company with Borkit International Ltd. 

Under the contract, SES•BORKIT will provide Tier 2 oil spill response services supporting Kom Munai’s production site located at Komsomolskoe as well as providing equipment and training to develop a robust in-house Tier 1 response capability for Kom Munai. Petrom, the largest Romanian oil and gas group, together with its affiliates runs Exploration & Production operations in three areas in Kazakhstan: TOC fields, Komsomolskoe, and Jusaly.  "SES•BORKIT and Kom Munai management worked together closely to develop an effective tiered response capability and response plan that integrates seamlessly with their existing emergency plans,” said Wayne O’Brien, General Director of SESB. “Together, we designed a plan that specifically meets the challenges of the unique environment at Komsomolskoe.”  For additional information, please contact: Wayne O’Brien, General Director, SES•BORKIT at Email: wobrien@ses.ckor.com
Vikoma Announces major EMSA Order at Interspill 2009

Vikoma has won the latest EMSA (European Maritime Safety Agency) contract for the North Sea.
The order, secured with Group De Cloedt, in Belgium, is for 1000m of HI Sprint 2000 supplied on 4 hydraulic reels. The contract worth more than 400,000 euros will be delivered by the end of May this year.
Vikoma is known for its high quality neoprene boom. The HI Sprint single point inflation boom is fast to deploy with just three people and has excellent wave following characteristics to give excellent oil containment. This combined with the durability and resistance of neoprene and the bulkhead design ensures its integrity in the most challenging conditions.  More info: http://www.vikoma.com/contact_us.aspx
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this Newsletter is accurate, unintentional mistakes can occur.  If an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be printed in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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