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MR. ARSENIO DOMINGUEZ (PANAMA) ELECTED              
AS IMO SECRETARY-GENERAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 18 - Mr. Arsenio Antonio Dominguez Velasco (Republic of Panama) has been 
elected as the Secretary-General of the International Maritime Organization (IMO), 
with effect from 1 January 2024, for an initial term of four years. 

The IMO Council voted to appoint Mr. Dominguez during its 129th session (C 129), 
which met from 17 to 21 July 2023. The decision of the Council will be submitted 
to the IMO Assembly, which meets for its 33rd session from 27 November to 6 
December 2023, for approval. 

Mr. Dominguez is currently Director of IMO's Marine Environment Division.                                    
IMO / Read more   Related reports in Lloyds List and The Maritime Executive  

 

INTERNATIONAL & REGIONAL NEWS 
 

 

 

 

ISCO & THE ISCO NEWSLETTER 

The International Spill Control Organization, a not-for 

profit organization dedicated to raising worldwide 

preparedness & co-operation in response to oil and 

chemical spills, marime & freshwater pollution by 

plastics. promoting technical development and 

professional competency, & to providing a focus for 

making the knowledge and experience of spill control 

professionals available to Intergovernmental, 

DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘŀƭΣ bDhΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ 

individuals.  ISCO holds consultative status at the 

International Maritime Organisation & observer Status 

at the Iternational Oil Pollution Compensation Fund 

ISCO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Members of the Executive Committee who act as the 

INTERIM EXECUTIVE  (Acting in lieu of President, and as 

Members of SECRETARIAT (Core Management Team)  

ω aǊ WƻƘƴ aŎaǳǊǘǊƛŜΣ  ±t ŀƴŘ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ        ό¦Yύ  

ω aǎ aŀǊȅ !ƴƴ 5ŀƭƎƭŜƛǎƘΣ ±t aΩǎƘƛǇ        ό¦{!ύ 

ω aǊ WƻƘƴ ²ƻǊŘǊƻǇ                                      (Australia)  

 

Other Members of Executive Committee who also  act 

as members of the SECRETARIAT 

ω /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ .ƛƭƭ .ƻȅƭŜ                            ό¦Y 

ω aǊ aŀǊŎ {ƘŀȅŜ                                ό¦{!ύ 

ω aǊ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ²ŀǘǎƻƴ                        (UK) 

 

Other Membrs of  the EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  

ω aǊ YŜǊŜƳ YŜƳŜǊƭƛ                         ό¢ǳǊƪƛȅŜύ  

ω aǊ 5ŀƴ {ƘŜŜƘŀƴ                            ό¦{!ύ  

ω aǊ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ {ƻƳƳŜǊǾƛƭƭŜ           ό¦Yύ 

ω aǊ bŜƛƭ aŀǊǎƻƴ                             ό¦Yύ 

ω aǎ IŜƭŜƴŀ wƻǿƭŀƴŘ                      ό¦{!ύ  

ω 5Ǌ [ŀǊƛssa Montas                         (USA)  

ω /ŀǇǘΦ 5 / {ŜƪƘŀǊ                            όLƴŘƛŀύ 

ω 5Ǌ aŜǊǾȅƴ CƛƴƎŀǎ                         ό/ŀƴŀŘŀύ 

ω Ms Jane Delgado                          (USA)  

ω aǊ /ŀǊƭƻǎ {ŀƎǊŜǊŀ                        όtŀƴŀƳŀύ  

ω aǊ 9Ř [ŜǾƛƴŜ                                 ό¦{!ύ  

ω aǊ wǳǇŜǊǘ .ǊŀǾŜǊȅ                       ό¦Yύ 

 

COUNCIL (NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES) 

ω aǊ WƻƘƴ ²ŀǊŘǊƻǇ                         ό!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀύ  

ω aǊ 9ƭƪƘŀƴ Mamedov                   (Azerbaijan)  

ω 5Ǌ aŜǊǾ CƛƴƎŀǎ                              ό/ŀƴŀŘŀύ  

ω /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ 5Φ /Φ {ŜƪƘŀǊ                    όLƴŘƛŀύ  

ω aŀƧƻǊ .Ŝƴ .Ŝƴƴȅ                         όLǎǊŀŜƭύ 

ω aǊ {ŀƴƧŀȅ DŀƴŘƘƛ                        όYŜƴȅŀύ  

ω aǊ 5ennis van der Veen            (Netherlands)     

ω aǊ /ŀǊƭƻǎ {ŀƎǊŜǊŀ                        όtŀƴŀƳŀύ  

ω aǊǎ CŀǘƛƳŀ .Φ {Ƙŀƛƪ                    ό{ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀύ  

ω 5Ǌ !ƭƛ {ŀŜŜŘ !ƭ !ƳŜǊƛ                 ό¦!9ύ 

ω Mr Flavio P. de Andrade            (Brazil)  

ω aǊ YŜǊŜƳ YŜƳŜǊƭƛ                      ό¢ǳǊƪƛȅŜύ  

ω Mr Wu Yue                                    (China) 
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 INTERNATIONAL & REGIONAL NEWS (CONTINUED)   

TANKER ARRIVES IN YEMEN TO START RISKY OIL 
PUMPING OPERATION 

 
     The Nautica VLCC departs from Zhoushan, China. (Photo courtesy of UNDP) 

July 16 - A United Nations oil tanker arrived in Yemen on Sunday to begin the 
risky operation of pumping over a million barrels of crude oil from a decaying 
tanker in danger of exploding and causing an environmental disaster.                                
gCaptain / Read  more  

GLOBAL ASSESSMENT OF MARINE PLASTIC EXPOSURE 
RISK FOR OCEANIC BIRDS 

July 4 - Understanding where wildlife encounters plastic is crucial for targeting 
research and mitigation. Oceanic seabirds, particularly petrels, frequently ingest 
plastic, are highly threatened, and cover vast distances during foraging and 
migration. However, the spatial overlap between petrels and plastics is poorly 
understood. Here we combine marine plastic density estimates with individual 
movement data for 7137 birds of 77 petrel species to estimate relative exposure 
risk.    Article published in Nature Communications / Read this article 

US EPA ADMINISTRATOR REGAN AND SINGAPORE 
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENT AGENCY MINISTER FU SIGN 
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING TO ENHANCE 
ENVIRONMENTAL COOPERATION 

July 20 - ¢ƻŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ό9t!ύ ŀƴŘ {ƛƴƎŀǇƻǊŜΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀ 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to enhance bilateral cooperation on environmental management and protection between 
the two nations.     EPA / Read more  

MR. DOMINIK ENGLERT AND MR. RICO SALGMANN, REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE WORLD 
BANK AND MS. LUCIENNE MEILAK FROM THE MINISTRY FOR TRANSPORT VISIT REMPEC 

July 14 ς The Regional Marine Pollution Emergency Response Centre for the Mediterranean Sea (REMPEC) welcomed the visit of Mr. 
Dominik Englert, Economist, Global Transport Unit and Mr. Rico Salgmann, Transport Specialist, Global Transport Unit ς World Bank 
Group along with Ms. Lucienne Meilak, Director, Policy Development and Programme Implementation ς Ministry of Transport, 
Infrastructure and Capital Projects, on 13th July 2023.During the meeting future cooperation was discussed.    REMPEC / Read more 

IOPC FUNDS - VISIT FROM THE DELEGATION OF INDIA 

July 21 - The Director, Mr Gaute Sivertsen, and Deputy Director, Ms Liliana Monsalve, were honoured to have the opportunity to meet 
with the Secretary to the Government of India, Ministry of Ports, Shipping, and Waterways, Mr T. K. Ramachandran, and the Director 
General of Shipping, Mr Shyam Jagannathan, on 20 July 2023 

India is the largest contributor to the 1992 Fund, importing some 16% of the total oil receipts reported annually by Member States.               
IOPC Funds / Read more  

 

ISCO AMBASSADORS 
(Members with special responsibilities in specified 

geographical areas) 

Carlos Sagrera      Latin America (Spanish speaking) 

Matthew Sommerville      UK London   

WƻƘƴ bƻōƭŜ                          ¦Y [ƻƴŘƻƴ ϧ {ƻǳǘƘΩǘƻƴ 

MEMBERSHIP OF ISCO 
Benefits of Membership 

Online Membership Application Form 

YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN THE ISCO 

DISCUSSION GROUP ON LINKED-IN  

     Click on the link below ς 
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4016064/       

L{/hΩ{ C!/9.hhY Dwh¦t                         

Click on the link  -

https://www.facebook.com/groups/38852831

2842431 

WHATSAPP GROUP FOR STUDENTS, TRAINEES 

& APPRENTICES 

Here is the link for joining this group ς 
https://chat.whatsapp.com/KMxdW7lEal79namyNIbVqq 

 

ADVANCE YOUR CAREER BY GAINING 

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION Professional 

recognition is a visible mark of quality, 

competence and commitment, and can give 

you a significant adǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 

competitive environment.  All who have the 

relevant qualifications and the required level 

of experience can apply for Professional 

Membership of ISCO.  The organization offers 

independent validation and integrity. Each 

grade of membershiǇ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ 

professional training, experience and 

qualifications. You can apply for MEMBERSHIP 

(MISCO) or FELLOWSHIP (FISCO) 

About ProfessionalMembership 
Professional Membership Application Form 
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE WORLD  

CANADA: COAST GUARD PRACTISES NEAR UCLUELET FOR OIL SPILL RESPONSE 

A crew member on Atlantic Eagle holds a drone as part of an oil spill response 
exercise conducted off the coast of Ucluelet this weekend. (Photo courtesy of 
Canadian Coast Guard) 

July 17 - On the emergency tow vessel Atlantic Eagle, the coast guard tested new 
technologies and ran through scenarios for cleaning a large vessel in the event of 
an oil spill. It worked in partnership with the Western Canada Marine Response 
Corporation. 

άaŀǊƛƴŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛǎŜ ŀ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻ ǿƛǘƘ 
response partners like WCMRC, and then apply lessons learned to any potential 
ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǊŜŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎΣέ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ /ƻŀǎǘ DǳŀǊŘ ǎǇƻƪŜǎǇŜǊǎƻƴ YƛǊƛ ²ŜǎǘƴŜdge 
said in a statement.    Vancouver Sun / Read more 

FRANCE: RESPONSE TEAM ACTIVITY DURING JUNE 2023 

¶ Discussions with MRCC Corsica, Corsen, Jobourg and Lagarde following CleanSeaNet detections or aerial observations of marine 
pollution: discussions on the nature of the products spilled, requests for drift forecasts, advice on the operations to be carried 
out; 

¶ On-site response mission at a shipyard in Brest following a spill of oily residues in a dry dock; 

¶ Activation by EMSA of the MAR-ICE service for a real incident;  

¶ Discussions with DDTM 59 in relation to an orange-coloured product on the shoreline; 

¶ Advice to the Bordeaux harbour master's office and DDTM 33 following a small spill of diesel and engine oil in the port;  

¶ !ŘǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ 5w9![ t!/! ŀŦǘŜǊ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴŀ ǿŜǊŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ƴǎŜ ŘΩ!ǳƎǳŜǘǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !ƴǎŜ Řǳ ±ŜǊŘƻƴΤ  

¶ Advice to DDPP 02 following a fuel oil spill in the Aisne river, 

¶ Support to DDTM 62 in relation to a product washed up on the shoreline. This product may be paraffin; samples are to be sent to 
Cedre; 

¶ Participation in an exercise organised by BUNGE, a Brest-based company that receives cargoes of vegetable oil; 

¶ Participation from Brest in: an exercise (HNS) organised at EUROFOS, a MAR-ICE exercise organised by Spain, the NJORD exercise 
(wind farm incident) organised by the Prefecture for the Channel and North Sea (advice to authorities and to EDF Renouvelables) 
and 2 ICE ring tests organised by Norway and Switzerland. 

OCA Taiwan training 

 

Cedre once again hosted a Taiwanese delegation, led by Taiwan's Vice-Minister of the Ocean Affairs Council and an expert 
representing the Taiwan Ocean Conservation Administration, comprising representatives of administrations and private companies 
for 10 days of training. Two crisis management courses were organised: the first dedicated to oil pollution (IMO level 3) and the 
second to HNS (IMO manager level). In addition to these 2 training courses, the delegation attended a visit to the POLMAR stockpile 
in Brest and a demonstration of Brest naval fire brigade's mobile chemical response unit. Two crisis management tabletop exercises 
were also organised.    CEDRE / Read more in the  Cedre Newsletter 

https://vancouversun.com/news/local-news/coast-guard-practises-near-ucluelet-for-oil-spill-response
https://mailchi.mp/67a3e115ca6f/la-lettre-du-cedre-17395660?e=388f6944fd


NEWS FROM AROUND THE WORLD (CONTINUED)   

SOUTH KOREA: REPUBLIC OF KOREA BOOSTS FUNDING FOR DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 

Photo courtesy of IMO 

IMO and the Republic of Korea have signed agreements to boost Official 
Development Assistance (ODA) funding for two new projects, to tackle marine 
litter in East Asia and to develop and pilot test a tailor-made web-based e-
navigation service in the Philippines; A third agreement was signed to support 
the port-related training needs of LDCs and SIDS to reduce emissions from the 
maritime sector.  

The three agreements were signed (17 July) by IMO Secretary-General Kitack 
Lim and Mr. Jonguk Hong, Director General of Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries 
of Republic of Korea, during an event on the sidelines of the IMO Council 129th 
session.    IMO / Read more  

 

MALAYSIA: IOPC FUNDS VISIT FROM THE DELEGATION OF MALAYSIA 

 

Photo courtesy of IOPC Funds 

July 18 - The Director was delighted to welcome the Malaysian Deputy Minister of Transport, Mr Datuk Haji Hasbi bin Haji 
Habibollah, to the IOPC Funds offices on 17 July 2023.  The Deputy Minister was accompanied by the representative of Malaysia to 
IOPC Funds meetings, Mr Mohd Fairoz Rozali, and several senior officials from the Ministry of Transport, the Malaysia Marine 
Department and Port Authority.    IOPC Funds / Read more 

MAURITIUS:  OFFICIAL WAKASHIO ACCIDENT REPORT MADE PUBLIC 

July 20 - !ŦǘŜǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻŦ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ {ǇƭŀǎƘ ǿŀǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪ tŀƴŀƳŀΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Wakashio newcastlemax bulk carrier, an accident that sparked the worst environmental disaster in the history of Mauritius with 
bunker fuel washing up along huge areas of coastline. The accident, which led to a total loss, happened on July 25, 2020, and 
ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŀƴ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ƭƻŘƎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ aŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ όLahύ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ 
register, Panama, it has only just been made public.   Splash / Read a summary of the Report    [Thanks to Ed Levine}  

NIGERIA: OGONILAND: 9w!κCh9bΣ h¢I9w{ ¢!{Y I¸tw9tΩ{ b9² [9!59w{ILt hb C¦[[ 
IMPLEMENTATION OF UNEP REPORT 

July 18 - The Environmental Rights Action/Friends of the Earth Nigeria, ERA/FoEN, and over 20 Civil Society Organizations, CSOs, 
tasked the new leadership of the Hydrocarbon Pollution Remediation Project, HYPREP, on full implementation of the United Nations 
Environment Programme, UNEP, Assessment Report on Ogoniland in Rivers State. 

https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/Pages/WhatsNew-1931.aspx
https://iopcfunds.org/news/visit-from-the-delegation-of-malaysia/
https://splash247.com/official-wakashio-accident-report-made-public/

