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SUCCESSFUL ONLINE ISCO 2020 AGM
HELD LAST WEEK
A lively and constructive meeting took place with attendees from USA, Europe and
Australasia. Planned as a 1 hour meeting it continued for 1 hour 40 minutes during
which the participants discussed a wide range of issues and received several
commitments from members and others who wanted to have a greater involvement
and a role in developing the forward strategy of the organization. It was the first time
that ISCO had held an online meeting and, it being so useful, there was unanimous
support for a plan to hold further Zoom meetings on a regular basis. The minutes will
be written up and circulated in the near future. Read more in “ISCO News” on page 6.
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On behalf of the IMO Secretary-General, the External Relations Office is pleased to
provide advance notice of the 2021 World Maritime Day celebration, which will be held
on Thursday, 30 September 2021.
As this annual event represents one of the most prestigious occasions for IMO and the
maritime community, we would kindly request that you take note of the above date
when preparing your calendar of events in order to avoid any potential clashes. Further
information on the event celebration will be provided in due course.

ENHANCING MONITORING TO ACHIEVE
GOOD ENVIRONMENTAL STATUS IN THE
MEDITERRANEAN
Ninety participants, including representatives of twenty (out of twentytwo) Contracting Parties and of several MAP Partners, as well as scientists and experts
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Benefits pf Membership
Online Membership Application Form

from across the Mediterranean region, took part in the Integrated Meetings of the
Ecosystem Approach Correspondence Groups on IMAP Implementation (CORMONs),
which took place online from 1-3 December 2020.

ADVANCE YOUR CAREER BY GAINING
PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION.
Professional recognition is a visible mark of
quality, competence and commitment, and can
give you a significant advantage in today’s
competitive environment.

All who have the relevant qualifications and the
required level of experience can apply for
Professional Membership of ISCO.
The organization offers independent validation
and integrity. Each grade of membership reflects
an individual’s professional training, experience
and qualifications.
You can apply for Student Membership, Associate
Membership (AMISCO), MEMBERSHIP (MISCO) or
FELLOWSHIP (FISCO)

IMAP was introduced in 2016 to ensure quantitative integrated assessments of the
state of the marine and coastal environment. It covers multiple aspects including
pollution and marine litter, biodiversity, non-indigenous species, coastal zones and
hydrography. Based on eleven Ecological Objectives and a series of Common Indicators
agreed at regional level, IMAP sets regional standards to guide the formulation and
implementation of national monitoring programmes by the Contracting Parties to the
Barcelona Convention and its Protocols. UN Environment / Read more

LIKELY MASSIVE OIL SPILL ENDANGERING
RED SEA, REGION’S HEALTH

About Professional Membership
Application Form (Professional Membership)

TO RECEIVE THE FREE ISCO
NEWSLETTER
Go to www.spillcontrol.org and enter your name
and email address in the Registration Form
(located on the right-hand side of the home page)
then click on “subscribe”

Picture on right: Corals in the Gulf of Aqaba
in the Red Sea CREDIT: Credit: Maoz Fine
December 16 - A paper to be published in
Frontiers in Marine Science is calling for
action to remove the oil from a decaying and inactive tanker in the Red Sea that holds approximately one million barrels of oil – four
times the amount of oil contained in the Exxon Valdez, the tanker that had a disastrous environmental oil spill in 1989 – before its
current seepage turns into a massive oil spill into the sea. The paper, a policy brief, is authored by a team of international scientists
led by Karine Kleinhaus, MD, MPH, an Associate Professor of the School of Marine and Atmospheric Sciences (SoMAS) at Stony Brook
University.
The paper reveals a computer model of how the oil will disperse if a major leak begins this winter. The model shows that the oil will
reach much further if the spill occurs now rather than in summer, due to the typical winter currents in that region of the Red Sea. A
spill now will cause much broader and more extensive devastation as a result. Eurasia Review / Read more
[Editor: From the 30th November issue of the ISCO Newsletter – “On November 24, Stéphane Dujarric, spokesman for the UN
Secretary-General said “I can tell you that we have now received an official letter from the de facto Ansar Allah authorities indicating
their approval for the UN proposal for the planned expert mission to the tanker.” He said this followed several weeks of constructive
technical exchanges on the activities that will be undertaken by the expert team.
The objective of the UN-led expert mission is to assess the vessel and undertake initial light maintenance, as well as to formulate
recommendations on what further action is required to neutralize the risk of an oil spill”.
In a recently received comment an observation was made that the vessel (FSO Safer) appears to be riding quite high in the water. This
might support speculation that the amount of oil on the vessel might be less than is generally being reported. With acute fuel shortages
in the Yemen, could some oil have been removed to alleviate local fuel poverty?
The ISCO newsletter will continue to monitor and relay reports on further developments]

IPIECA 2021-24 STRATEGY: PROVIDING A PLATFORM TO SUPPORT
THE ENERGY TRANSITION AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
December 15 – A blog from IPIECA Executive Director, Brian Sullivan – “How does an oil and gas industry association specialising in
environmental and social performance adapt to a world aiming for net-zero emissions with a membership rapidly changing in
response? The world of energy and mobility is experiencing unprecedented change. The response to climate change and the need for
sustainable development and the economic consequences of a pandemic are leading to fluctuations in energy demand, changes in
2

INTERNATIONAL NEWS (CONTINUED)
the energy mix and how oil and gas companies adapt their
strategies and portfolios.
As head of IPIECA, the global oil and gas industry association
for advancing environmental and social performance, I have
been involved in developing a new strategy to drive the work
of the group over the next four years.
We have just finalised the strategy which includes some major
steps that will answer the opening question”.
IPIECA's new vision: “To advance the oil and gas industry’s
environmental and social performance and contribution to the
energy transition in the context of sustainable development”.
IPIECA / Read more

NEWS REPORTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD

AUSTRALIA: AMSA HOLIDAY CLOSURES

December 17 - AMSA offices are closed during the period Friday 25 December 2020 to Friday 1 January 2021 inclusive. We will reopen
on Monday 4 January 2021. AMSA / Read more

CROATIA: INLAND SPILL CO-OPERATION WITH SRBIJAVODE
December 18 - Although ATRAC’s focus so far has been on marine pollution, inland water pollution is becoming more frequent and
can have potentially very serious consequences for the health and quality of human lives and economic activity in the affected area.
After the first meeting in Belgrade last year, in 2020, ATRAC signed a contract with the Public Water Management Company
“Srbijavode” and thus for the first time achieved cooperation in the field of prevention, preparedness, and response to accidental
pollution of inland waters. ATRAC / Read more

DENMARK: DANES JOIN FORCES TO REMOVE PLASTIC FROM NATURE
December 15 - The Environmental Protection Agency has distributed DKK 1.95 million in the second round of the year to 9 local
initiatives to remove plastic from the wild. A total of DKK 4.8 million has been applied for. MST / Read more

KOREA: MARINE ENVIRONMENT COMPLEX CONDUCTS EAST SEA CONTROL
RESPONSE TRAINING FOR FOUR BRANCHES
December 18 - The Marine Environment Agency (KOEM, Chairman Park Seung-gi) said on
East Sea 17 that it had conducted joint image control response exercises for large-scale
oil spills at four branches in the area.
The public company has periodically conducted training assuming the actual situation in
each region of the East, West, and South Seas to strengthen its ability to respond to largescale marine pollution incidents, and the training was replaced by East Sea in-area four
branch joint recruitment exercises utilizing video conferencing to prevent the spread of
COVID-19. KOEM / Read more
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MALTA: NATIONAL WORKSHOP ON OIL SPILL CONTINGENCY PLANNING
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME
December 16 - In line with the Authority for Transport in Malta’s continuous effort to enhance Malta’s capabilities to respond to an
eventual oil pollution incident, the Authority has teamed up with national competent entities participating in the Marine Pollution
Cooperation in the Western Mediterranean (West MOPoCo) project to enhance preparedness and response to marine pollution in
the west Mediterranean region as well as to complement existing cooperation frameworks.
The Authority also updated all stakeholders with the progress that was achieved this year. Malta has transposed the Oil Pollution,
Preparedness, Response and Co-operation Convention and HNS Protocol into national law. The applicable Regulations give the
necessary force of law to the National Marine Pollution Contingency Plan and ensure that all ports, marine terminals and marine
facilities are also prepared for pollution incidents and emergencies. Furthermore, the Authority obtained the necessary support from
the Government to better implement the National Marine Pollution Contingency Plan as mentioned in this year’s budget speech.
Malta Winds / Read more

NORWAY: NORAD CONFERENCE 2021: A FRESH START – TOGETHER OR EACH
STATE SEPARATELY?
The Norad conference gathers important voices and addresses the most important issues. The conference will be like anything else
under covid-19 a little different than usual - it becomes primarily digital. But this is still the most important conference of the year for
those concerned with sustainable development, international cooperation and poverty alleviation. We can promise a unique
professional refill, good conversations and debate. NORAD / Read more

TURKEY: TURMEPA HAS TAKEN PART IN THE EUROPEAN UNION THINK WITH BLUE
THINK PROJECT
DenizTemiz Association/ TURMEPA, which has been working to protect the seas for 25 years, continues its work without slowing down
during the pandemic period. TURMEPA, which applied to the "Special Support of Things Connecting Us" prepared by the European
Union Civil Think Program in order to meet the emerging needs of civil society while working in epidemic conditions, was entitled to
receive grants with the Think Blue project. TURMEPA aims to raise social awareness of Zero Waste and Zero Waste Blue and reach
disadvantaged areas with the support it will receive from the program. Humanity is going through difficult times due to the Covid-19
pandemic that has affected the whole world. TURMEPA / Read more

UK: MARINE POLLUTION (MARPOL) ANNEX II SURVEYORS
December 16 - Guidance concerning the international convention for the prevention of pollution from ships (MARPOL) surveyors
MCA / Read more

UK: WALES - FREE OIL SPILL KITS TO HELP RESPOND QUICKLY TO INCIDENTS IN
CEREDIGION
December 17 - The Cardigan
Bay Fisheries Local Action
Group (FLAG), which is
administered by Ceredigion
County
Council,
have
announced a new project,
which will provide free oil
spill kits along the Cardigan
Bay coast, from St Dogmaels
to Tresaith, Aberporth to
Llangrannog, New Quay to
Aberystwyth, and Borth to
Barmouth.
Having never been provided
to communities for free
before, the spill kits are a first
line of defence when a spill
occurs, enabling the user to boom the area where a spill has occurred. The kits will provide a quick and effective response to the
accident until a larger kit, if needed, can be brought to the site. Wales 24/7 / Read more
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USA: LATEST NEWS REPORTS FROM NOAA OR&R
Please click on the links below to read the latest News Reports from NOAA OR&R
OR&R Presents at American Salvage Association Annual Meeting and Meets with Organization Leadership
On December 9, OR&R Director Scott
Lundgren presented on a government
panel at the American Salvage
Association(link is external) Annual
Meeting alongside colleagues from
the Coast Guard, Navy SupSalv, and
Bureau of Safety and Environmental
Enforcement. He addressed the
association
members
virtually
gathered for the annual event and
took questions on areas of common
interest, such as OR&R’s role in:
Abandoned and derelict Vessels and
potentially polluting sunken wrecks,
including recent successful removals
such as from the sunken WWII
shipwreck COIMBRA in 2019.
Marine debris emergency response planning and supplemental removal actions, Recent post-hurricane response actions, and Related
NOAA partner activities such as satellite pollution detection and reporting.

USA: SIXTH LARGE PLASTICS MANUFACTURER AGREES TO REPORT ON PLASTIC
POLLUTION PELLET SPILLS
December 15 - Following engagement with As You Sow, a sixth major petrochemical manufacturer, Eastman Chemical, agreed to start
reporting on spills of pre-production plastic pellets, or nurdles, manufactured in its production plants, following the filing of a
shareholder proposal.
The Eastman action follows similar agreements reached last year between As You Sow and ExxonMobil Chemical, and Chevron and
Phillips 66, co-owners of Chevron Phillips Chemical. Dow Chemical has also agreed to report on pellet spills. Earlier this year, Westlake
Chemical and Occidental Petroleum, also agreed to report pellet spills.
Due to spills and poor handling procedures, an estimated 10 trillion pellets are swept into waterways during production or transport
annually, and are increasingly found on beaches and shorelines, adding to harmful levels of plastic pollution in the environment.
Plastic pellets are estimated to be the second largest direct source of microplastic pollution to the ocean by weight.
ValueWalk / Read more

USA: NEW YORK - LONG-OVERDUE DREDGING OF GOWANUS CANAL TURNS UP
'BLACK MAYONNAISE,' SUNKEN CARS, EVIL STENCH
After more than a century of toxic pollution, Brooklyn’s infamous
Gowanus Canal is finally being cleaned up. This November, the
Environmental Protection Agency kicked off the first phase of its
plan to dredge the entire length of this industrial waterway,
scooping out the thick layer of “black mayonnaise” which has
settled at its bottom. A small fleet of barges and tugboats is now
removing this noxious sediment, which is laced with heavy metals
and carcinogenic chemicals.
Dredging and capping the Gowanus Canal is expected to take at
least a decade to complete, and is just one part of the EPA’s
larger Superfund cleanup process, which began in 2010. The
canal’s coastline is also now being remediated to keep buried
toxins from seeping out into the water, with workers excavating
polluted soil and putting in new bulkhead barriers. The first phase
of this cleanup is taking place at the northern end of the 1.8 mile
canal, in its most densely populated area, giving local residents a
close-up view of this $1.5 billion project. Gothamist / Read more
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USA: MASSACHUSETTS -EPA FINALIZES LANDMARK CLEANUP PLAN FOR
HOUSATONIC RIVER
December 17 - The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has issued a Revised Final Permit for the Rest of River cleanup plan of
the Housatonic River. The Revised Final Permit, issued under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), spells out the
required cleanup measures to be followed by General Electric Company (GE) to remove contamination caused by polychlorinated
biphenyls (PCBs). The Revised Final RCRA Permit Modification (Revised Final Permit) updates EPA's 2016 cleanup plan for the river, its
floodplains and other surrounding areas. EPA / Read more

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

NEW GI WACAF INDUSTRY VICE CHAIR
December 10 - Anatole Cramer was elected as an Industry Vice Chair during our last GI WACAF Steering Committee
meeting (STC) in December 2020. As an Oil Spill Response Specialist with Total, Anatole Cramer has been working in
the fields of environmental governance, and emergency preparedness and response in the oil and gas industry for 15
years, with a background in environmental studies. GI WACAF / Read more

PROFESSOR HONORED WITH AWARD FROM THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF
ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERS & SCIENTISTS
December 15 - Every year, the American Academy of Environmental Engineers & Scientists (AAEES) honors an
individual who demonstrates leadership, originality and has innovative solutions to current environmental
challenges. Berrin Tansel, professor of environmental engineering and undergraduate program director in
the Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, was recognized this year. As the first female faculty
member to join the College of Engineering & Computing in 1990, Tansel has been awarded AAEES’ 2021 Science
Award for her contributions to the field of environmental engineering. FIU / Read more

FOUNDER OF LITTER4TOKENS HONOURED WITH TWO TOP GLOBAL AWARDS
December 9 - Former Ballito resident, Clare Swithenbank-Bowman, founder of the non-profit organisation (NPO),
Litter4Tokens, received two international Stevie Awards for Women in Business via a virtual awards’ ceremony held
on December 9. The award was given to her in recognition of her environmental contributions through
Litter4Tokens, which seeks to empower, feed and educate communities on conservation. The organisation also
prevents plastic from reaching the oceans through innovative beach clean-up tools that remove harmful
microplastics. Chatsworth Rising Sun / Read more

ISCO MEMBER, SURF CLEANER WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS TO ITS TEAM
December 17 - Johan Jubner, VP Sales – Water Treatment (Pictured on left) Johan has a
background as an entrepreneur in the wastewater treatment industry, building turnkey
treatment plants for municipalities and industries in Sweden, and Fredrik Carlsson, Design
Engineer has five years experience in mechanical engineering and design – mainly focusing on
design, manufacturing methods and process development within the sheet metal industry.
Surf Cleaner / Read more

ISCO NEWS

YOUR EDITOR REFLECTS ON ISCO’S ONLINE AGM
December 20 – My thanks to all of you who joined the meeting and contributed to the discussions.
I thought it was a very positive meeting – Lively, with lots of good ideas and comments. I was particularly happy with all who said that
they would like to become more involved and expressed a willingness to help. I’m looking forward to receiving the recording from
Mary Ann and going through it again to crystallise the many significant points made.
Perhaps the most important comment was made by Rupert Bravery in regard to the need to develop and implement a forward
strategy. Also, the general agreement on holding a monthly Zoom meeting to share thinking on this and other matters raised. I have
to confess that I had some trepidations about having an online meeting but my concerns were needless and I’m both relieved and
now looking forward to further online meetings to make real progress in exploring new directions for achieving ISCO’s aims.
It was good that our President, David Usher, and Secretary, Matthew Sommerville both managed to join the meeting and Mary Ann
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did an excellent job as chairperson and keeping us all on track. Dave was in good form and welcomed all the attendees. Matthew
managed to escape from important government meetings and was only slightly late in joining in – He introduced a new initiative to
develop a formula for calculating fully justifiable charges for spill response – and to educate customers and insurers on the real costs
of providing reliable and effective 24/7 response services.
During the meeting 22 attendees participated in the discussions. It was a very manageable number. It will be very interesting to know
how many joined the meeting – I suspect there may be quite a few who listened in but didn’t actually speak.
Other matters discussed included new ways of communicating with members and others in our community – via both the ISCO website
and our Linked-in page; improving awareness of ISCO’s mission and work amongst the worldwide community of people who care
about preventing pollution of the environment, with particular emphasis on the younger generation, increasing membership and
improving funding available for new initiatives that will be positive for our members and the wider community.
I look forward to seeing you at the planned future Zoom meetings. These will be more focused on specific objectives, setting out
target time frames, allocating responsibilities and implementation dates.
Now I have to get back to work on this newsletter but I am planning to take a short break – Unless something exceptional occurs, no
newsletter on 28th December.
My very best wishes to you all for Christmas – despite all the lock-down restrictions I hope you will be able to enjoy a somewhat
quieter holiday and let’s hope 2021 will be a much better year.
John McMurtrie, Member of the ISCO Committee and Editor of the ISCO Newsletter.

NEWS FROM ISCO MEMBERS

SURFCLEANER HELPS WATER TREATMENT PLANTS TO TURN SLUDGE INTO
BIOGAS
December 17 - Full-scale test of technology for collecting and separating sludge in water treatment plants. The goal is to reduce
resource consumption and increase biogas production.
The Swedish Energy Agency is giving financial support to Tekniska Verken, Nodra and SurfCleaner for a full-scale test of technology
for collecting and separating sludge in water treatment plants. The goal is to reduce resource consumption and increase biogas
production without using water and with very small energy usage.
Sludge is a global problem in water treatment facilities that occurs in different process conditions. At the same time, sludge is a
potentially important energy source (within the EU approx. 840 GWh/year) that today cannot be fully exploited since there is no
solution for collecting it effectively.
Currently, sludge is managed through manual flushing or being pumped away by vacuum trucks. The use of vacuum trucks requires
a considerable amount of water which, depending on how the water treatment plant is built, can result in the loss of the energy
potential of the sludge. If the sludge can be collected without water, the water treatment plant can instead convert it to bioenergy
and take advantage of phosphorus and, at the same time, minimize operation stoppages, operation costs, energy and chemical use.
SurfCleaner has a patented technology that collects and separates the sludge in an energy-efficient way – this will enable a
significant increase in bioenergy from municipal waste streams. This technology will now be validated as a complete system that can
be integrated into existing waste treatment plants in Sweden and internationally. Surf Cleaner / Read more

NEWS FROM OIL SPILL RESPONSE LTD.
COVID-19 Update (18th December 2020) - Last week we were pleased to welcome Members to our virtual EGM. As well as the usual
EGM content we also broadcasted the Report of Activity video which included updates and key successes from across the business.
The video was very well received, feedback included...
“I thought the EGM report of activities was absolutely outstanding. It worked because it wasn’t perfect and there was a nice blend of
human as well as work dimensions. It had the wow factor, well done”
The video is a great summary of the year, if you missed it you can view it here.
Last week OSRL won the Offshore Network Ltd, Best Example of Collaboration award at the OWI Global Virtual Awards. In this
video, Emma Smillie, Global Marketing and Communications Manager speaks to Andrew Myers, Subsea Director about the award
and why collaboration is so important for the industry.
This week we were pleased to welcome Williams Shipping on to our Southampton base for an MCA level 2 training
course. Extra precautions and procedures were followed. In addition, we also assessed our client's COVID related working
practices to ensure everyone’s safety. It was a real pleasure to be interacting with real people again although our remote training
courses do continue to be popular.
We have continued to run internal exercises and participate in client drills both physically and remotely into early December,
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although these activities are now winding down for the Christmas holiday period. These exercises form a critical part of OSRL
response readiness by demonstrating our continued ability to respond both virtually and physically in these challenging times.
We are continuing with our popular webinar series next year and already have two planned in January. Join us on 14th January to
hear about the latest developments in Wildlife Response or on 19th January to learn about hiring, storing and maintained Tier
One oil spill resources. Click here to register.
We will pause Member communications over the holiday season unless there are significant issues to report, recommencing in
January.
As always, we remain just a phone call away, ready to virtually support you and your operations. Should you have any questions,
please email CMT@oilspillresponse.com or contact our Duty Managers.

WEBINARS & ONLINE TRAINING
Postings for publication in this section should be sent to the Editor – john.mcmurtrie@spillcontrol.org

USA: NINTH TECHNOLOGY WORKSHOP FOR OIL SPILL RESPONSE
A VIRTUAL EVENT – FEBRUARY 22-26, 2021
Session topics include – Agency Updates on Technology Research and Co-ordination + Remote Sensing, Sampling, and Data
Management + Spill Response Technology Applications during Pandemic + On-Water Mechanical Containment and Recovery
Technologies + Response Technology for Non-Floating Oils + ART: In-situ Burn and Herders + ART: Dispersants, Surface Washing
Agents, Bioremediants, and Sorbents + Other Emerging Technologies
Sponsors are The Office of Spill Prevention and Response, CA Dept. of Fish and Wildlife, and Chevron U.S.A. Inc.
For Registration and Details of Dates & Times - https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tcfG1XixQeajpTcmqz-t6g
Contact for more information – Maria K. Hartley, MHartley@chevron.com

RECOGNITION TRAINING FOR STRUCK-BY AND CAUGHT-IN-BETWEEN HAZARDS
December 19 – Advice on webinar received from Marc K. Shaye Hon.FISCO, Member of ISCO Executive Committee.
A provider of continuing education, through live webinars for professionals has asked me to speak at an upcoming live webinar
titled "Recognition Training for Struck-By and Caught-In-Between Hazards" in March 2021. The provider has advised that this type of
program has shown to be a great networking and marketing opportunity. The live webinar will be 90 minutes in length, a minimum
of 85 minutes of content and maximum of 5 minutes of Q&A. The live webinar will be scheduled between the hours of 1:00 PM 2:30 PM EST.
The target audience for this live webinar is as follows: construction and project managers, owners, presidents, vice presidents,
human resource managers, contractors, subcontractors, architects, engineers, safety managers, workers' compensation
professionals and attorneys.
This live webinar is intended to provide attendees with a better understanding of struck-by and caught-in-between hazards in the
workplace and how to prevent them.
Specific coverage will include:






Operations that commonly cause struck-by or
caught-between hazards
Personal protective equipment selection
Hazard recognition training



Engineering controls to be followed in identified
situations
Case studies/Examples

ISCO members are encouraged to submit case histories in keeping with the critical program objectives. Contributing members will
be recognized and will benefit from the presentation as experts in the field. Case histories should be sent to ISCO by February 1,
2021. ISCO members will be provided a preview of the webinar and will be invited to attend the live webinar with a discount
provided. More info - Marc K. Shaye shayemk@aol.com

JOB SEEKERS

EXPERIENCED HSE MANAGER & HEAD OF OIL SPILL EMERGENCY RESPONSE
Graduate, based in Warri, Nigeria, with more than 20 years experience in HSE and Oil Spill Response management is looking for a
position. View detailed CV.
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CONTRACTS, TENDERS AND BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

INTERNATIONAL OPEN TENDER NOTIFICATION SERVICE
This is a subscription service. Have a look to see examples of open tenders.

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES: USA & EUROPE
USA - Government solicitations are frequently posted in Technology Innovation News Survey and US EPA Tech Direct.
EUROPE – European Maritime Safety Agency invitations to tender are often posted in The EMSA Newsletter.
See “Links for other publications” for links to download current issues of these publications.
ISCO Members are welcome to post tender invitations in this section.

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

NEW YORK USES DRONES TO FIND, PLUG ‘ORPHAN’ GAS WELLS
A DJI Inspire 2 drone in
flight.SHUTTERSTOCK/LUKASSEK
December 17 - Not everyone knows this but New York
has a history of oil and gas drilling, largely in the
western part of the state. At its peak in 1882, nearly
6.7 million barrels of crude oil were extracted in the
Empire State.
Those days are long gone but many of the thousands
of wells, with many dating to the 19th and early 20th
centuries, have since been abandoned and fallen into
obscurity.
The trouble is, they could be leaking methane gas,
which pound for pound is more potent than carbon
dioxide and is a leading source of greenhouse gases
associated with global warming. Methane gas
accounts for about 10 percent of the state's annual
greenhouse gas emissions.
With growing interest in capturing methane leaks, researchers and technicians at the New York State Energy Research and
Development Authority and Department of Environmental Conservation are preparing to use drones to detect these leaks from
above. Once identified, the leaks can be plugged.
NYSERDA is spending up to $400,000 for custom-built drone equipment and instrumentation that will be used by DEC to detect
these abandoned and possibly leaky oil and gas wells, mostly in central and western New York.
These old wells are often in remote locations. There's no definitive count of "orphan" oil and gas wells in New York state, but DEC
has already located and assessed more than 2,000 of them by talking to local landowners, doing records research and through onsite ground searches. Gov. Tech. / Read more

TECHNICAL SUPPORT

HOW RESPONSE TEAMS CAN ADAPT TO NEW CHALLENGES DURING COVID-19
USING D4H
COVID-19 changed how response teams operate in many ways. Here's how one specialized SAR division of the police force deployed
D4H’s cloud-based solutions to manage their activities from one remotely accessible location.
Some of the team’s duties include conducting land and underwater searches, locating missing persons in remote and difficult areas
(bush, snow, mountains, coastal and inland waterways, and vertical cliffs), and underwater dives to recover stolen property,
weapons, evidence, vehicles, and other objects. The specialized SAR Unit also often works alongside other specialist units of the
police force.
With the outbreak of COVID-19, in-person meetings and training sessions were no longer possible. The team made the move to
remote work as much as possible in order to ensure the safety and wellbeing of their crew.
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TECHNICAL SUPPORT (CONTINUED)
With new remote working measures came the challenge of coordinating team activities without a physical central meeting point.
The team needed a virtual environment where they could communicate and collaborate remotely. From tracking equipment
inspections, training priorities, and callouts they needed one software solution to create a common operating picture for every
aspect of their readiness and operational responses.
“D4H has enabled us to react and respond effectively to new restrictions around remote working during COVID-19. We have been
able to maintain our procedures and processes and the whole team can stay on the same page at all times with all of our jobs kept
in one remotely accessible location.”
The team deployed D4H’s full suite of readiness and response software to ensure that they can operate as usual during COVID-19.
They maintain situational awareness using D4H which ensures good handovers during personnel changeovers. D4H / Read more

UPCOMING EVENTS
Event organisers are requested to notify ISCO immediately if a listed event is cancelled or postponed
Your Editor is doing his best to keep this listing up-to-date but it should not be assumed that listed events have not been cancelled or postponed. It
is recommended that you check with event organisers before finalising your attendance plans.
If an event title is not printed in blue ink it is not hyperlinked to the event website. This may be because the website is not yet available or because
the link for the website has not yet been given. If you want to request the addition of an event please contact the Editor.

For more information click on Title of Event

COUNTRY

.

2021

VIRTUAL EVENT
VIRTUAL EVENT

February 2-4
February 8-9

VIRTUAL EVENT
ICELAND

February 22-26
March 2-4

MALTA

March 10

FRANCE
USA
USA
MALTA

March 23
May 9
May 10-13
May 25-27

CANADA

June 8-10

USA
USA
USA
USA
BAHREIN

June 8-10
June 28-30
September 7-10
Nov. 16-18
Nov. 28-30

TITLE OF EVENT
Sustainability Leaders Forum 2021
The JOIFF Industrial Fire & Hazard Management
Virtual Conference & Exhibition 2021
Ninth Technology Workshop for Oil Spill Response
International Symposium on Plastics in the Arctic and
Sub-Arctic Region
Regional Meeting of National Experts on the Post2021 Mediterranean Strategy for Prevention of and
Response to Marine Pollution from Ships
CEDRE Information Day on Containers
APICOM GM Meeting
International Oil Spill Conference (IOSC 2021)
Fourteenth Meeting of the Focal Points of the
Regional Marine Pollution Emergency Response
Centre for the Mediterranean Sea (REMPEC)
43rd AMOP Technical Seminar on Environmental
Contamination and Response
Elastec Spill Workshop 2021
Clean Pacific Conference & Exhibition
Hazmat Emergency Response Workshop
Clean Gulf Conference & Exhibition
International Conference & Exhibition on Spills,
Clean Seas & Environment

LOCATION
Online
Online
Online
Online
Online

Paris
New Orleans LA
Online
Valetta

Edmonton, Alberta
Carmi, IL
Seattle, WA
Sacramento, CA
San Antonio, TX
Bahrein

Please advise the Editor if any of the above entries require correction or updating. John.mcmurtrie@spillcontrol.org

PUBLICATIONS

CEDRE INFORMATION BULLETIN – AQUATIC LITTER
Litter at sea and on the shoreline, in particular plastics, is a major concern. It is progressively smothering life in our oceans and defacing
our beaches. It also generates high socio-economic costs: cost of clean-up operations, negative impacts on tourism and fisheries, etc.
The impact on human health is also an issue.
This issue of the Bulletin is focused on sources and impacts of Marine Litter - Activities within catchment areas, sometimes well
upstream of estuaries: the litter is then carried by watercourses and wastewater and rainwater drainage networks, professional
activities at sea (shipping, fisheries, etc.) and other users such as pleasure boaters, and coastal activites Download the Bulletin
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PUBLICATIONS (CONTINUED)

EMSA PUBLISHES 2020 MARINE CASUALTIES REPORT
December 11 - The European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) has published its latest Marine Casualties Report for 2020, covering
reported casualties/incidents involving EU-Flagged ships, accidents in EU waters and where European interests were involved.
Click here to view the Annual Overview of Marine Casualties and Incidents 2020 report

OCIMF 50TH ANNIVERSARY BOOK
December 14 - This year the Oil Companies International Marine Forum celebrated its 50th anniversary. While we may not have had
the celebrations that we hoped this year, we have produced a commemorative book to mark the event.
Please click link to see the electronic version. /media/172675/ocimf-50th-anniversary-book.pdf

LINKS FOR DOWNLOADING AND READING OTHER PUBLICATIONS
AMSA Update
ATRAC Newsletter
AUSMEPA Bulletin
BIMCO Bulletin
Newsletter from George Holliday
Cedre Newsletter
EMSA Newsletters
Environmental Expert
GEF Newsletter
GESAMP
GISEA Quarterly Newsletter
IMO News Magazine
IMO Publishing Newsletter
ITOPF Ocean Orbit
JOIFF Catalyst Newsletter
Maritime Executive Magazine
MEDNEWS
MOIG Newsletter
NCEC Newsletter
Navigate Response
NOAA OR&R
Oceanbuzz
OCIMF Newsletter
OHMSETT Gazette
Oiled Wildlife Log
OSPAR Newsletter
PEMSEA Newsletter
Pollution Online Newsletter
Salvage World
Sea Alarm Foundation Newsletter
Society of Maritime Industries
Technology Innovation News Survey
The Maritime Advocate
USA EPA Tech Direct
Water Pollution & Flood News
WestMOPoCo

Latest News from the Australian Maritime Safety Authority
Current issue
News from the Adriatic Training and Research Centre
October 2020
News from the Australian Marine Environment Protection Assoc’n
Summer 2020
Marine and shipping-related news from BIMCO
December 2020
News and commentary on HSE issues from George Holliday
Free on request
News from Cedre in Brittany, France
October 2020
News from the European Maritime Safety Agency
Current issue
Environmental News from Environmental Expert
Current issue
Monthly Newsletter from the Global Environment Facility
Subscription
Group of Experts on the Scientific Aspects of Marine Environmental Protection Latest news
News from Global Initiative for South-East Asia
Q3 2020
News from the International Maritime Organization
Autumn/Winter 2020
New and forthcoming IMO publications
September 2020
News magazine from ITOPF with interesting spill resonse articles
October2019
Int’l Organisation for Industrial Hazard Management
Q4 2020 issue
Often contains articles of interest to the spill response community
March–April 2020
News from UNEP Mediterranean Action Programme
02 / 2020
News from the Mediterranean Oil Industry Group
January 2020
News from the National Chemical Emergency Centre
October 2020
Global crisis communications network for shipping & marine
June 2020
Weekly round-up of news from NOAA’s Office of Response & Restoration
Latest issue
Newsletter giving news on the Ocean Technology Industry
Current issue
News from the Oil Companies International Marine Forum
August 2020
Oil Spill Response Research & Renewable Energy Test Facility Quarterly
Autumn 2020
Bi-annual Newsletter from Tri-State Bird Rescue & Research
Fall 2020
Protecting & Conserving the N.E. Atlantic and its resources
End of year 2019
Healthy oceans, people and economies in the East Asian Seas
Current issue
News for pollution prevention & control professionals
Current issue
Quarterly Newsletter of the International Salvage Union
Current issue
Oiled wildlife Preparedness and Response news from Sea Alarm
Current issue
News from the UK’s maritime engineering and business services sector.
October 2020
News from US EPA – Contaminated Site Decontamination
Nov. 1-15, 2020
Maritime News from Sandra Speares
Current issue
Remediation of contaminated soil and groundwater
December 1, 2020
Monthly round-ups of UK & Worldwide Spill and Flood News
Free on request
Western Mediterranean Region Marine Oil & HNS Pollution Co-operation
January 2020

Your editor depends on regular receipt of updated URL links for listed publications. If these are not received, relevant entries will be
discontinued. Publishers are kindly requested to advise the editor john.mcmurtrie@spillcontrol.org if any of the links are not up-todate.

INCIDENT REPORTS

USA: NOAA OR&R - INCIDENT REPORTS FOR NOVEMBER 2020
Every month our Emergency Response Division provides scientific expertise and services to the U.S. Coast Guard on everything from
running oil spill trajectories to model where the spill may spread, to possible effects on wildlife and fisheries and estimates on how
long the oil may stay in the environment. This month OR&R responded to 11 incidents, including oil discharges, grounded vessels, and
other pollution-related incidents.
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INCIDENT REPORTS (CONTINUED)
Click on the links below for more information about these incidents













Derelict Vessel Removal
Cox Operating S2 Energy East Timbalier Island Pipeline
Spill
Grand Bay Spill
FV LOBSTER MANIA
F/V Three Pigeons

F/V Jimmy and Charlie Jr.
Sunken Vessel City Island Marina, Bronx, New York
Vessel Fire, Mystic, CT
F/V Miss Lena, Sunk Offshore Texas
Tug Cape Lookout
Selawik Diesel Discharge

IRAN FIGHTS FIRE IN SOUTHWEST AFTER OIL PIPELINE SPILL
December 14 - Firefighters have contained most of a blaze that broke out after a pipeline carrying crude oil to Iran's second-largest
refinery ruptured on Sunday because of a landslide, the head of the state company in charge of oil pipelines said.
"Most of the fire ... has been contained and operations teams are repairing the damaged section of the pipeline," said Qasem Arab
Yarmohammadi, chief executive of the Iranian Oil Pipeline and Telecommunications Company, adding that landslides have a long
history in this area.
Khosro Kiani, an emergency official in southwestern Iran, where the blaze occurred, said earlier that the oil had spilled down a hardto-access valley, which firefighting equipment could not reach, the semi-official news agency Tasnim reported. The damaged Maroun
pipeline feeds the Isfahan refinery, which has a capacity of about 375,000 barrels per day. CGTN / Read more

SAUDI ARABIA: TANKER SUFFERS EXPLOSION OFF PORT OF JEDDAH
December 13 - A tanker has experienced an explosion at the main anchorage of the port of Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, according to maritime
security consultancy Dryad Global.
On Monday, BW Group subsidiary Hafnia confirmed the identity of the vessel as the 2008-built product tanker BW Rhine. During cargo
operations, the vessel sustained hull damage in an "external explosion," the company reported.
“The Master immediately ceased all discharge operations and enacted emergency procedures onboard. The crew have extinguished
the fire with assistance from the shore fire brigade and tug boats, and all 22 seafarers have been accounted for with no injuries,” said
Hafnia in a statement Monday.
The cause of the blast is not yet known, but Dryad Global suggested that it may have been a limpet mine attack.
The Maritime Executive / Read more
December 14 - Explosion rocks Singapore-flagged oil tanker off Saudi port - Hafnia reported "hull damage" in the blast, which struck
just after midnight on Monday, and did not rule out the possibility of an oil spill.
"It is possible that some oil has escaped from the vessel, but this has not been confirmed and instrumentation currently indicates that
oil levels on board are at the same level as before the incident," Hafnia said. Economic Times / Read more

CANADA: OIL COMING FROM SEVERAL SPOTS ON THE 1968 SHIPWRECK AT
NOOTKA SOUND
A 10,000-foot-long boom is in place to help contain pollution from the MV Schiedyk, which sank 52
years ago near Bligh Island in Nootka Sound. Photo taken Dec. 10, 2020. BLIGH ISLAND SHIPWRECK
RESPONSE
December 14 - Inspections by remotely operated underwater vehicles have discovered that oil is
leaking out of several locations on a cargo ship which sank off Vancouver Island’s west coast in 1968.
Oil floating to the surface is heading south and southeast, Kiri Westnedge, of the Canadian Coast
Guard’s incident command post, said Monday. This is confirmed by visual observation and tracking
buoys.
In early January 1968, the 483-foot cargo ship, MV Schiedyk, sank off Bligh Island in Nootka Sound after
hitting an underwater shelf. All crew escaped and the captain stayed on board the Holland America
Line ship until about 10 minutes before it sank, a Daily Colonist newspaper article from that time
stated. Times Colonist / Read more Read related report in Vancouver Island CTV News
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INCIDENT REPORTS (CONTINUED)

CANADA: ALBERTA’S OILSANDS TAILINGS PONDS ARE LEAKING

An aerial view of the Suncor Millennium oilsands tailings pond. Suncor told The Narwhal its monitoring has “not indicated an adverse
impact to the Athabasca River from the oilsands industry,” though tailings fluid has been shown to be leaking into groundwater and
nearby tributaries to the Athabasca River. Photo: Jiri Rezac / Greenpeace
December 14 - According to the Alberta Energy Regulator, “tailings are a mixture of sand, clay, water, silts, residual bitumen and other
hydrocarbons, salts and trace metals.” As the name suggests, tailings ponds are ponds that hold tailings.
The total area of the tailings ponds has increased from around 25 square kilometres in 1985 to over 250 square kilometres in 2016,
nearly double the size of the city of Vancouver. The Narwhal / Read more

VENEZUELA STARTS UNLOADING OIL TANKER THAT SPARKED SPILL PANIC
December 16 - Venezuela’s national oil company started unloading more than 1 million barrels of oil from a stricken tanker that had
sparked fears of a major environmental disaster in the Caribbean. PDVSA began transferring oil from the FSO Nabarima on Tuesday,
according to two people with knowledge of the situation, who declined to be identified discussing internal matters. The cargo is being
unloaded onto a barge before being transported to a smaller crude tanker, they said. The operation will take up to two months, with
the barge removing 30,000 barrels a day.
Images of the ship tilting to one side in the Gulf of Paria between Venezuela and Trinidad and Tobago in October sparked an
international outcry and calls for Caracas to take immediate action. Even after a high-profile delegation from Trinidad found the vessel
wasn’t at risk of capsizing, environmental groups still warned of the risk of an oil spill that could pollute miles of coastline.
Bloomberg / Read more

VIETNAM: SEARCH AND RESCUE UNDERWAY AFTER CHINESE CARGO SHIP SINKS
OFF VIETNAM
December 18 - Vietnamese authorities reported a search and rescue mission was underway off southern Vietnam after a Chinese13

INCIDENT REPORTS (CONTINUED)
owned cargo ship issued a distress call and later sank in bad weather. Eleven crew members were rescued with two additional bodies
having been recovered and two sailors reported missing.
The port authority of Binh Thuan province issued a request to the owners of the Panama-flagged ship, Hong He Shipping Co., to
prepare a plan to address any oil spills from the ship. They were also told to prepare to salvage the sunken ship, although it is unclear
what the water depth is in the area where the ship sank. The Maritime Executive / Read more

WESTERN INDIAN OCEAN – BETTER OSR PREPAREDNESS NEEDED
December 18 - The East African seaboard is increasingly becoming an international shipping route for crude oil as more offshore oil
deposits are discovered and exploited. Thus, the risk of another major spill - similar to that of the Wakashio - runs high if contingency
plans to improve preparedness and response are not implemented. Besides regional cooperation on marine pollution incidents, there
is a need to help countries in the Western Indian Ocean develop their individual national capabilities. This was one of the primary
agenda items during a workshop held in Zanzibar (Tanzania) earlier this year between IMO and the Nairobi Convention Secretariat.
The workshop called for establishment of a Regional Coordination Center (RCC) for Marine Pollution Preparedness and Response in
WIO region. The Maritime Executive / Read more

TEN GOOD REASONS WHY YOU SHOULD BE A MEMBER OF ISCO
Even when budgets are tight, you can fully justify the cost of ISCO membership
 Be recognised as a member of a worldwide community of professionals who share a common interest.
 Corporate Members enjoy Free Listing in ISCO’s International Directory of Spill Response Contractors, Equipment Suppliers,
Training Providers, and Consultancy Services – your advertising banners displayed with one click access to your website. It’s a
great search facility for potential customers.
 Corporate Members receive requests for emergency provision of resources for spill response support. The Emergency
Assistance facility is there for government agencies, oil companies and response organizations - not only for rapid sourcing of
additional resources in very large spill events, it can be used to help find specialised equipment not often available in response
inventories, people with specialised experience and know-how, etc. Contractors can use the facility to supplement their own
internally available resources.
 Benefit from ISCO initiatives that are of practical value to Members – for example, the free and widely used RESPONSECON
contracts that you can use - speeding up contractual arrangements for mobilisation of spill response resources, with positive
implications for protecting your cash flow.
 Free publicity – Announce your new products and services developments in the weekly ISCO Newsletter – reaching out to a
highly targeted customer audience in over 60 countries.
 Benefit from negotiated discounts in attending conferences and exhibitions – the savings can significantly offset the cost of
maintaining your membership.
 To enhance response knowledge of your staff - Freely downloadable technical articles, response guidelines and loads of other
useful reference information available in the Members’ Area of the ISCO website.
 Your membership helps ensure continued publication of the ISCO Newsletter, keeping you up-to-date on events, developing
technologies, new legislation and other matters of mutual interest. This will save many hours a week of scanning, browsing and
searching for all the news that matters and puts it in your inbox every week.
 Through ISCO, Members have a voice in the drafting of new legislation that will affect their areas of interest. We introduce new
initiatives at IMO and give our support to other delegates advancing developments that will be of benefit for improvement of
response effectiveness. ISCO provides an interface with National and International Government Agencies, Industry, the
Scientific Community, R&D Establishments and Academia, actively supporting new developments that will be of benefit to our
Members.
 Members have the right to display the ISCO logo on their websites, headed notepaper, brochures, business cards, etc. to denote
that they are part of an international organisation dedicated to improving worldwide co-operation and preparedness.
For more information visit www.spillcontrol.org
Apply for Membership of ISCO at https://spillcontrol.org/membership-application-form/
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this newsletter is accurate unintentional
mistakes can occur. No liability for consequences of errors is accepted but, if an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be
printed in a following issue of this newsletter. Products and services featured in the ISCO Newsletter and/or the ISCO website,
including the International Directory of Spill Response Supplies and Services, have not been tested, approved or endorsed by ISCO.
Any claims made by suppliers of products or services are solely those of the suppliers and ISCO does not accept any liability for their
accuracy. It should not be assumed that views and opinions expressed in linked reports, articles and other content reflect the views
of the organization. Subscription is subject to acceptance of ISCO’s Terms and Conditions as published on the website
www.spillcontrol.org and your acceptance of ISCO’s Data Protection and Privacy Policy.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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