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MORE THAN 50 COUNTRIES COMMIT     
TO PROTECTION OF 30% OF EARTH'S   

LAND AND OCEANS 
January 11 - Coalition says promise is key to preventing mass extinctions and ensuring 
clean air and water. 

 

The commitment is likely to be the headline target of the ‘Paris agreement for nature’ 
that will be negotiated at Cop15 in Kunming. Photograph: Tony Wu/NPL/Alamy 

A coalition of more than 50 countries has committed to protect almost a third of the 
planet by 2030 to halt the destruction of the natural world and slow extinctions of 
wildlife. 

The High Ambition Coalition (HAC) for Nature and People, which includes the UK and 
countries from six continents, made the pledge to protect at least 30% of the planet’s 
land and oceans before the One Planet summit in Paris on Monday, hosted by the 
French president, Emmanuel Macron. 

Scientists have said human activities are driving the sixth mass extinction of life on 
Earth, and agricultural production, mining and pollution are threatening the healthy 
functioning of life-sustaining ecosystems crucial to human civilisation 

In the announcement, the HAC said protecting at least 30% of the planet for nature by 
the end of the decade was crucial to preventing mass extinctions of plants and 
animals, and ensuring the natural production of clean air and water. 

The commitment is likely to be the headline target of the “Paris agreement for nature” 
that will be negotiated at Cop15 in Kunming, China later this year. The HAC said it 
hoped early commitments from countries such as Colombia, Costa Rica, Nigeria, 
Pakistan, Japan and Canada would ensure it formed the basis of the UN agreement.                        
The Guardian / Read more                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

ISCO & THE ISCO NEWSLETTER 

The International Spill Control Organization, a 
not-for profit organization dedicated to raising 
worldwide preparedness and co-operation in 
response to oil and chemical spills, promoting 
technical development and professional 
competency, and to providing a focus for making 
the knowledge and experience of spill control 
professionals available to Intergovernmental,  
Governmental, NGO’s and interested groups and 
individuals 
 
ISCO holds consultative status at the 
International Maritime Organisation and 
observer Status at International Oil Pollution 
Compensation Funds 
 
ISCO COMMITTEE & COUNCIL 
ISCO is managed by an EXECUTIVE  

Directors  
• Mr David Usher,  President                      (USA)                      
• Mr Matthew Sommerville , Secretary    (UK)            
• Mr John McMurtrie,  VP and Editor        (UK)  
• Ms Mary Ann Dalgleish, VP M’ship        (USA) 
 
Members 
• Mr Li Guobin                                   (China)  
• M. Jean Claude Sainlos                 (France)  
• Mr Kerem Kemerli                         (Turkey)  
• Mr Marc Shaye                               (USA)  
• Mr Dan Sheehan                            (USA)  
• Captain Bill Boyle                           (UK) 
• Lord Peter Simon Rickaby            (UK)  
 
Assisted by COUNCIL  
(National Representatives) 
• Mr John Wardrop                         (Australia)  
• Mr Osman Tarzumanov               (Azerbaijan)  
•  TBA                                                  (Brazil) 
• Dr Merv Fingas                              (Canada)  
• Captain Davy T. S. Lau                 (China)  
• Mr Darko Domovic                       (Croatia)  
• Eng. Ashraf Sabet                         (Egypt)  
• Mr Torbjorn Hedrenius               (Estonia)  
• Mr Pauli Einarsson                       (Faroe Islands)  
• TBA                      (Greece)  
• Captain D. C. Sekhar                    (India)  
• Major Ben Benny                         (Israel) 
• Mr Sanjay Gandhi                        (Kenya)  
• Mr Dennis van der Veen            (Netherlands)           
• Chief Kola Agboke                       (Nigeria)  
• Mr Carlos Sagrera                        (Panama)  
• TBA                                                (Singapore)              
• Mrs Fatima B. Shaik                    (South Africa)  
• Dr Ali Saeed Al Ameri                  (UAE)  
• Mr Kevin Miller                             (UK) 
• Dr Manik Sardessai                      (USA) 

 

 

 

ISCO is managed by an elected executive 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

mailto:info@spillcontrol.org
http://www.spillcontrol.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/jul/10/earths-sixth-mass-extinction-event-already-underway-scientists-warn
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/jan/13/un-draft-plan-sets-2030-target-to-avert-earths-sixth-mass-extinction-aoe
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/jan/11/50-countries-commit-to-protection-of-30-of-earths-land-and-oceans?ct=t(RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN)
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS (CONTINUED)                                                                                                                                                                  

MAERSK RENEWS AND EXPANDS 
PARTNERSHIP TO RID OCEANS OF PLASTIC 

 
January 13 - A.P. Moller-Maersk announced a three-year extension and expansion of 
its partnership with The Ocean Cleanup, a foundation dedicated to ridding the oceans 
of plastics. In addition to Maersk Supply Service providing marine offshore support, the 
shipping and logistics company will also provide end-to-end supply chain management 
services for The Ocean Cleanup’s ocean and river projects.                                                                    
The Maritime Executive / Read more  

ITOPF’S ANNUAL STATISTICS SHOW A PROMISING START TO THE 
NEW DECADE 

 

Number of large (>700 tonnes) and medium (7-700 tonnes) spills recorded from 1970 to 2020 

January 12 - ITOPF’s annual statistics of oil spills from tankers show that there were only 3 incidents where more than 7 tonnes of oil 
were spilt in 2020. The total volume of oil lost in all 3 incidents was approximately 1,000 MT making it amongst the lowest on record. 
At a time when the annual volume of oil moved by sea is approximately 3 billion tonnes , this means that the effort to ensure oil 
cargoes arrive at their destinations safely is paying off.  

Using ITOPF’s categorisation for sizes of oil spill, there were no large spills (>700 tonnes) in 2020 and the 3 incidents recorded were 
all categorised as medium spills (7-700 tonnes); with one each occurring in Europe, Africa, and Asia.  

 MEMBERSHIP OF ISCO 

Benefits of Membership 
Online Membership Application Form 

ADVANCE YOUR CAREER BY GAINING 
PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION. 

Professional recognition is a visible mark of 
quality, competence and commitment, and can 
give you a significant advantage in today’s 
competitive environment.  

All who have the relevant qualifications and the 
required level of experience can apply for 
Professional Membership of ISCO.  

The organization offers independent validation 
and integrity. Each grade of membership reflects 
an individual’s professional training, experience 
and qualifications.  

You can apply for Student Membership, Associate 
Membership (AMISCO), MEMBERSHIP (MISCO) or 
FELLOWSHIP (FISCO) 

About Professional Membership 
Professional-membership application form 

TO RECEIVE THE FREE ISCO 
NEWSLETTER 

Go to www.spillcontrol.org and enter your name 
and email address in the Registration Form 
(located on the right-hand side of the home page) 
then click on “subscribe” 

 

https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/maersk-renews-and-expands-partnership-to-rid-oceans-of-plastic
https://spillcontrol.org/benefits-of-membership/
https://spillcontrol.org/membership-application-form/
https://spillcontrol.org/about-professional-membership/
https://spillcontrol.org/professional-membership-application-form/
http://www.spillcontrol.org/
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS (CONTINUED)                                                                                                                                                                     

During the half century since ITOPF’s records began, the frequency of large oil spills (> 700 tonnes) has plummeted such that their 
occurrence is now a rarity. To report meaningful changes, ITOPF now needs to refer to its lower categorisation of spills, i.e. medium 
spills (between 7 and 700 tonnes).  

The average number of spills greater than 7 tonnes per year in the 1970s was about 79 but this has decreased by over 90% to just 6 
in the last decade, as illustrated above. 

When comparing how the oil was spilt in each decade, it is interesting to note that as the number of oil spills have decreased, the 
relative proportion of spills arising from allisions and collisions has increased, accounting for around 44% of all oil spills from tankers 
greater than 7 tonnes.  Although accidents regrettably remain a possibility, the shipping industry, supported by governments, 
continues to strive towards a goal of zero spills, learning lessons from incidents such as these to reach the highest level of safety and 
environmental stewardship. 

It is important to note that although ITOPF attends incidents from tankers and non-tankers, for historical reasons the annual statistics 
publication only reports incidents involving tankers, combined carriers and barges. Accidents involving non-tank vessels which carry 
oil as bunker fuel, such as container ships, bulk carriers and general cargo ships, may also be a source of pollution. This was 
unfortunately demonstrated following the grounding of the bulk carrier WAKASHIO off the coast of Mauritius in July 2020.   ITOPF  

MARPOL ANNEX II AND THE IBC CODE - NEW REQUIREMENTS 
AMENDMENTS TO MARPOL ANNEX II EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2021 

Amendments to MARPOL Annex II (Cargo residues and tank washings of persistent floating products) enter into force on 1 January 
2021. These new amendments, adopted by IMO Resolution MEPC.315(74), have newly defined persistent floating products 
("persistent floater(s)") and impose stricter prewash requirements. In addition, the new amendments also impact the standard 
format of the Procedures and Arrangements (P&A) Manual (Appendix IV of MARPOL Annex II). Therefore, P&A Manuals on board all 
ships shall be amended, as shown in MEPC.315(74), before 1 January 2021. See Class News No. 07/2020 for further guidance. 

AMENDMENTS TO IBC CODE EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2021 

The 2019 amendments to the IBC Code - adopted by IMO Resolutions MSC.460(101) and MEPC.318(74) - enter into force on 1 
January 2021, and revised Chapter 17 (the summary of minimum requirements) and Chapter 18 (the list of products to which the 
Code does not apply). The amendments apply to new and existing vessels which have IBC Code Certificates of Fitness and Noxious 
Liquid Substances Certificates. Offshore supply vessels with certificates of Fitness in compliance with 'LHNS Guidelines' (IMO Res. 
A.673(16)) or 'OSV Chemical Code' (IMO Res. A.1122(30)), also are affected. New certificates complying with these amendments 
must be on board from 1 January 2021. All loading after this date must be in accordance with the new certificates. When a cargo is 
loaded before 1 January 2021, and unloaded after this date, the relevant IBC Code provisions at the time of loading should apply 
until the cargo has been unloaded. See Class News No. 08/2020 for further guidance. 

Lloyds Register / Read more 

NEWS REPORTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD                                                                                                                                                                     

BAHREIN: MARINE EMERGENCY MUTUAL AID CENTRE – ZOOM MEETING 
December 8 - The Eleventh OSRO Virtual Meeting- 8th December 2020. 
The Eleventh Oil Spill Response Officers’ (OSRO) Meeting was called 
from MEMAC Head Quarter (HQ) Virtually – Kingdom of Bahrain via 
Zoom Application on the 8th December 2020. In accordance with 
Decision, 15-2 and 23-xiv of the Sixteenth ROPME Council Meeting 
convened in Jeddah, K. Saudi Arabia, on 28th November 2013. The 
Meeting was convening as a regular annual meeting to review and 
follow up the related Decisions to their duties. Mainly a revision of the 
status of the National and Regional Contingency Plans and its entire 
related item towards the preparedness towards the emergencies.The 
meeting attended by all of the Oil Spill Response Officers (OSRO), 
Member States representatives.   MEMAC / Read more 

CANADA: COAST GUARD OPENS THE FIRST MARINE MAMMAL DESK TO BETTER 
PROTECT SOUTHERN RESIDENT KILLER WHALES AND OTHER CETACEANS 
January 14 - The protection of Southern Resident Killer Whales and other cetaceans is a priority for the Government of Canada. That 
is why we are taking strong, consistent action to prevent vessel strikes, entanglements and other threats facing these creatures. To 
support this priority, today the Canadian Coast Guard (CCG) announced a first-of-its-kind Marine Mammal Desk co-located within 
the CCG’s Marine Communications and Traffic Services Centre (MCTS) in Sidney, British Columbia. 

http://www.itopf.org/
https://info.lr.org/l/12702/2020-03-09/8qb2t7
https://info.lr.org/l/12702/2020-03-09/8qb2t9
https://www.lr.org/en-gb/marpol-annex-ii-and-the-ibc-code/
http://memac-rsa.org/en/events/eleventh_osro_virtual_meeting
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NEWS REPORTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD (CONTINUED)                                                                                                                                                                     

The new Marine Mammal Desk will report whale sightings in real time and advise vessel traffic by providing enhanced situational 
awareness of the activities of Southern Resident Killer Whales and other cetaceans, such as humpback and grey whales. Staffed 24 
hours a day, seven days a week, the new Marine Mammal Desk leverages modern technologies including radar and Automatic 
Identification Systems (AIS) and real-time vessel movement information. It will support partners like Transport Canada by safe 
keeping Southern Resident Killer Whale Interim Sanctuary Zones for compliance by commercial vessels and pleasure craft. Any 
violations will be reported to both Transport Canada and enforcement agencies, such as Fisheries and Oceans Canada’s 
Conservation and Protection branch and Parks Canada, for disciplinary action.    Canadian Coast Guard / Read more 

CHINA: LANDMARK LAW PASSED TO PROTECT ‘MOTHER RIVER’ YANGTZE  

December 28 - China has passed a landmark law to protect the country’s longest and largest river, the Yangtze, to better conserve the 
much-beleaguered waterway’s ecology and environment. 

The Yangtze River Protection Law is the first river basin legislation in the country and covers a range of issues, from curbing water 
pollution to protecting endangered aquatic-species and relocating hazard chemical plants. The law includes the Yangtze River 
mainstream, as well as its tributaries and connected lakes, covering 19 different regions. 

The law was passed by the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress, the country’s top legislature, on Saturday and will 
come into effect March 1, 2021. 

The Yangtze River is known as “Mother River” in China and cuts through 11 different regions — excluding the tributaries and connected 
lakes — from the northwestern Qinghai province over to Shanghai in the east, with a combined population of nearly 600 million 
people. In recent years, the river spanning 6,300 kilometers has been badly polluted from wastewater discharged by factories 
operating along its banks. Pollution, combined with overfishing and hydropower constructions, have also pushed the river’s native 
species of Chinese sturgeons to the brink of extinction.    Sixth Tone / Read more  

ECUADOR: MONTHS AFTER AN OIL SPILL IN THE ECUADORIAN AMAZON, THE 
KICHWA’S WATER REMAINS POLLUTED 

December 31 - A major oil spill in the Ecuadorian Amazon in April has left the Coca River polluted. The indigenous Kichwa are suing 
the companies whose pipelines broke. 

On the banks of the Coca River, a tributary to the Napo River in the Ecuadorian Amazon, the jungle landscape is idyllic. Small canoes 
float by with families and some goods. Farmers’ houses are scattered here and there. The riverbank is covered in different kinds  of 
trees and bushes, boasting a myriad nuances of green. The area is close to Yasuní National Park, one of the most biodiverse places in 
the world, home to more than 2,000 tree, 204 mammal and 610 bird species. In just one hectare of this fertile land, some 650 tree 
species have been recorded, more than in the whole of Europe. The river here looks placid, grey and green in colour, but its 
unremarkable appearance is deceiving.    LifeGate / Read more 

FRANCE: CEDRE ACTIVITY REPORT FOR DECEMBER 2020 
January 13 - Following the discovery of oiled guillemots in the Roscoff area, the wildlife rehabilitation centre Volée de Piafs sent 
samples of oiled feathers to Cedre. Analysis tests showed that the birds were contaminated with fuel oil similar to that of the Tanio. 

 We were contacted by EDF in relation to the response to a 200-litre spill of soot from a vessel at Bellefontaine oil terminal 
(Martinique).  

The cabinet of Mrs Annick Girardin (Minister of the Sea) contacted us to obtain technical information following the sinking of the buoy 
tender Îles Sanguinaires II in the port of Ajaccio. 

 We were contacted by Plouarzel townhall (Finistère) to survey a coastal site where observations of what was thought to be oil run-
off had been reported. After inspection, this proved to be a peat bed.  

Cedre also received enquiries as part of several exercises. The AEM office for French Polynesia built a scenario involving a large spill 
of engine oil. The AEM division for the French Antilles focused on a leak of propulsion fuel following a collision between two vessels.  

Finally, as part of an information session on the MAR-ICE Network organised by EMSA (to which Cedre greatly contributed for the 
Finnish emergency services), the Finnish Border Guard activated the service by replaying a near-miss that occurred in their waters two 
years ago.    Read more in the December issue of the CEDRE Newsletter 

FRANCE : CEDRE LAUNCHES NEW AQUATIC LITTER MONITORING AND STUDIES 
DEPARTMENT 
January 13 - With the issue of aquatic litter rapidly expanding at Cedre, a new department for Aquatic Litter Monitoring and Studies 
has been created. The main missions of this department, with its five-strong team, are to provide scientific and technical support to 
the authorities for the implementation of public policies on aquatic litter, to contribute to the development of methodologies to 
quantify litter in the environment and to improve knowledge of its fate and impacts in aquatic environments and of response actions.                    

https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-coast-guard/news/2021/01/canadian-coast-guard-opens-the-first-marine-mammal-desk-to-better-protect-southern-resident-killer-whales-and-other-cetaceans.html
https://www.sixthtone.com/news/1006634/china-passes-landmark-law-to-protect-mother-river-yangtze-
https://www.yasuninationalpark.org/
https://www.lifegate.com/oil-spill-coca-river-kichwa-court
http://wwz.cedre.fr/en/content/download/10540/file/296_E.pdf
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NEWS REPORTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD (CONTINUED)                                                                                                                                                                     

The department is strongly focused on the co-ordination of national monitoring of beach litter and litter from drainage basins under 
the Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD) and the Regional Sea Conventions OSPAR and the Barcelona Convention.                            
Read more in the December issue of the CEDRE Newsletter 

GREECE: 83KM OF COASTLINE CLEARED BY HELMEPA VOLUNTEERS AMID  
PANDEMIC 

Last autumn HELMEPA coordinated for 30the continuous 
year in our country the World Voluntary Coastal Cleaning 
2020, the oldest and widest effort to raise awareness of 
the prevention of pollution of coasts and seas with 
waste. 
Despite the special conditions set by the 
pandemic, 2,318 volunteers organized and participated 
in 82 coastal and seabed cleaning activities in every 
corner of Greece, from Alexandroupolis and Kastos 
Island in the Ionian Sea to Folegandros and Crete. 
  
Under the slogan "Clean coasts and seabed safely" and 
in accordance with the prescribed health 
protocols, children and young people, members of the 
"Children HELMEPA" and "Nautilus" programmes 
respectively, and other students and teachers of 35 

Kindergarten, Primary Schools, Gymnasiums and other educational institutions, HCG Officers 5 Ports, members of environmental 
organisations and ordinary citizens sent a message of active participation and collective effort to protect the marine environment. 

The list of bodies participating in the Global Coast Cleaning 2020 can be found at the https://helmepa.gr/images/pdfs/HELMEPA-ICC-
2020-FOREIS.pdf    HELMEPA / Read more 

RUSSIA: GOVERNMENT APPROVES OIL SPILL RESPONSE RULES 
January 9 - The decree came into force on January 1 of this year and will expire on January 1, 2027 

Russian Prime Minister Mikhail Mishustin has signed a decree approving rules of oil and petroleum products spill prevention and 
response. The document was posted on the official web portal of legal information on Saturday. 

"Enclosed rules of organizing activities to prevent and respond to oil and petroleum products spills in the Russian Federation to be 
approved, except inland sea waters of the Russian Federation and the territorial sea of the Russian Federation," the decree says. 

The rules set forth the procedure of exercises to confirm readiness for containment and response to oil spills for companies dealing 
with prospecting, exploration and production of raw hydrocarbons. The procedure of issuing a statement of operator’s readiness to 
such activities is also prescribed. 

Furthermore, criteria are defined to identify facilities intended for prospecting, exploration, production, refining, transportation and 
storage of raw hydrocarbons, whose operations is allowed only subject to available plan.    Tass / Read more  

USA: LATEST NEWS REPORTS FROM NOAA OR&R 
January 8 – Please click on the links below to read the latest news from NOAA OR&R 

Feature Story on DIVER Application’s Use in the St. Louis River Superfund Site 

A recent Feature Story on the NOAA Fisheries website focused on the use of the DIVER application to support clean-up and habitat 
restoration in the St. Louis River in Minnesota and Wisconsin.   

NOAA Study Featured in Journal of Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry 

A study led by OR&R’s Assessment and Restoration Division's Ken Finkelstein and NOAA’s National Center for Coastal Ocean Sciences 
Ed Wirth, titled “Acute PCB Benthic Invertebrate Toxicity Testing to Support the 2017 Chronic Dose-Response Sediment Injury 
Model(link is external)” has been published online in the Journal of Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry.  

OR&R Briefing to National Weather Service Ocean Prediction Center 

On January 6, the OR&R director, Scott Lundgren, along with staff from OR&R headquarters, Marine Debris Program, Emergency 
Response Division, and the Coastal Response Research Center provided a briefing for the new director of the National Weather Service 
Ocean Prediction Center(link is external) as well as senior and interested staff from the Center. 

OR&R Lecture Series: NOAA Scientific Support Coordinator Adam Davis to Speak on January 21 

http://wwz.cedre.fr/en/content/download/10540/file/296_E.pdf
https://helmepajunior.wordpress.com/
https://helmepa.gr/images/pdfs/HELMEPA-ICC-2020-FOREIS.pdf
https://helmepa.gr/images/pdfs/HELMEPA-ICC-2020-FOREIS.pdf
https://www.helmepa.gr/helmepa/kentro-eidiseon/item/222-news-2021-icc-2020-results-gr
https://tass.com/economy/1243059
https://response.restoration.noaa.gov/feature-story-diver-application-s-use-st-louis-river-superfund-site
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/data-visualization-tool-informs-clean-and-habitat-restoration-lower-st-louis-river
https://response.restoration.noaa.gov/noaa-study-featured-journal-environmental-toxicology-and-chemistry
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33369771/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33369771/
https://response.restoration.noaa.gov/orr-briefing-national-weather-service-ocean-prediction-center
https://ocean.weather.gov/opc_overview.php
https://ocean.weather.gov/opc_overview.php
https://response.restoration.noaa.gov/orr-lecture-series-noaa-scientific-support-coordinator-adam-davis-speak-january-21
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NEWS REPORTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD (CONTINUED)                                                                                                                                                                     

The January 2021 “You Don't Know What You Don't Know” episode, will feature OR&R’s Adam Davis, District 8 Scientific Support 
Coordinator.  

 
 

Raised in Mobile, Alabama, and serving in the United States Army as a nuclear, biological, and chemical operations specialist, and 
then getting an environmental science degree from the University of West Florida, Mr. Davis brings us a compelling episode of being 
an SSC in the South.  

Please join us January 21, 2021 at 3:00pm EST for the next episode of YDKWYDK!  noaaorr.adobeconnect.com/orrlectureseries/(link 
is external) 

The OR&R Lecture Series: Each month, an expert presents on a topic related to emergency spill response, environmental protection 
and sometimes beyond. Topics will range from booms to birds, burning to bacteria, satellites to submarines. The goal of the series is 
to provide a larger, more diverse audience to presentations and lectures recently given at meetings or conferences. 

http://noaaorr.adobeconnect.com/orrlectureseries/
http://noaaorr.adobeconnect.com/orrlectureseries/
https://response.restoration.noaa.gov/oil-and-chemical-spills/oil-spills/orr-lecture-series-you-dont-know-what-you-dont-know
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NEWS REPORTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD (CONTINUED)                                                                                                                                                                     

USA: GUAM - SINGAPORE SHIPPING COMPANY AGREES TO $3M FINE AFTER 
ILLEGAL DUMPING 
January 11 - Pacific International Lines Ltd. has agreed to pay $3 million in criminal penalties for illegally dumping waste oil into the 
ocean at Apra Harbor and engaging in a coverup of the environmental crime. The charges stemmed from discharges of oily bilge 
water from the Kota Harum into the navigable waters of the United States while the vessel was docked at Apra Harbor.                                                      
Post Guam / Read more 

USA: NOAA - 2020 BY THE NUMBERS: LOOKING BACK ON THIS YEAR’S INCIDENTS 
January 13 – From Doug Helton, Office of Response and Restoration Emergency Response Division 

It’s almost the end of the year and time to reflect on events. What a year, from the pandemic and teleworking, to political events 
and protests and social change, to wildfires and a record hurricane season. The “normal” emergency response activities that NOAA’s 
Office of Response and Restoration deals with on a regular basis still took place, but under the unrelenting pressure of a challenging 
year for all.  

Every year, OR&R's Emergency Response Division responds to a range of marine pollution incidents—from oil and chemical spills, to 
whale strandings and grounded vessels. Just as in previous years, the division provided scientific support to the U.S. Coast Guard in a 
wide range of scenarios — remotely when possible, and on scene when needed. 

The calendar year started with the sinking and loss of the FV Scandies Rose near Kodiak, Alaska at 5:52 a.m. on New Year’s Day, with 
the loss of five crew members. The year is not quite over, and the most recent incident is a Dec. 28 oceanographic modeling request 
to help with the search for an overdue vessel from the Bahamas. 

So far this year, we have provided scientific support on 189 new incidents, and are still helping with a couple events that happened 
last year, such as the car carrier Golden Ray that sank in Georgia on Sept. 8, 2019. That record-breaking salvage and wreck removal 
is still underway and will continue well into 2021. While 2020 was not quite a record for us, it was certainly a busy year, especially 
with the additional restrictions of COVID-19. Most of our responses are in the U.S., but we also provided support for a record 
number of international incidents in Brazil, Ecuador, Mauritius, Panama, Russia, Yemen, and Venezuela. (Not counting border 
incidents with Canada). 

ISCO NEWS                                                                                                                                                              

JANUARY 2021 ISCO ZOOM MEETING 
All are invited to join ISCO’s next Zoom Meeting which is scheduled to take place on Thursday 21st January at 1400 EST and 1900 
GMT and Friday 22 January 22nd at 0600 AEDT (or the equivalent date and time in your own time zone) 

The meeting will be hosted by Mary Ann Dalgleish, VP (Membership). 

To join the meeting please click on the link – 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83170587931?pwd=dTl2ajFBdW00eXBDT2FFMkNPNDl5UT09 

Just click this link shortly before the meeting start time and wait for the meeting to start. 

Meeting ID: 831 7058 7931  Passcode: 367724 

There is no formal agenda but members of the Secretariat have highlighted a few topics for discussion –  

 Future ISCO leadership role and possibility of sharing duties 

 Redefining ISCO’s mission and other actions to get more young people involved 

 Better use of Linked-In to raise ISCO’s profile and create interest in membership 

 Improvements to website to attract more traffic and increase awareness of the services ISCO provides 

 Removal of Members for non-payment of annual dues 

 Proposal for major improvement of the Online Directory of Supplies & Services 

ACCESS TO THE MEMBERS’ AREA OF THE ISCO WEBSITE 

Recently members of the Secretariat have received some emails from Members who have encountered difficulties in logging in to 
the ISCO website.  

All Members in good standing (membership dues paid up-to-date) have the right to access the Members’ Area of the ISCO website. 
To avoid problems you can now set up your own access. Just send your details (name /company) by email to info@spillcontrol.org 
with “log in” in the subject box and we will send you a link for the self-registration page – just complete the form and your user 
profile will be set up and you will then be able to log in to access the members’ area. 

https://www.postguam.com/news/local/singapore-shipping-company-agrees-to-3m-fine-after-illegal-dumping/article_7b3c6ffe-51a0-11eb-999d-ab469e18440b.html
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83170587931?pwd=dTl2ajFBdW00eXBDT2FFMkNPNDl5UT09
mailto:info@spillcontrol.org
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS                                                                                                                                                                     

ROYAL CANADIAN NAVY WELCOMES NEW COMMANDER 

January 12 - Vice-Admiral Craig Baines assumed the duties of Commander of the 
Royal Canadian Navy (CRCN) from Vice-Admiral Art McDonald this afternoon in a 
virtual change of command ceremony presided over by General Jonathan Vance, 
Chief of the Defence Staff (CDS), at the National Defence Headquarters in Ottawa. 

Vice-Admiral Baines assumes Command as the 37th CRCN. He has served in a variety 
of command and staff roles throughout his career, most recently serving as Deputy 
Vice CDS.The outgoing CRCN, Vice-Admiral McDonald, will be promoted to the rank 
of Admiral and will succeed General Vance as the 20th CDS.    Read more 

 

 NEWS FROM ISCO MEMBERS                                                                                                                                           

KOMARA MAXI: MORE FLEXIBILITY WITH INTERCHANGEABLE BRUSH AND DISC 
MODULES 

In today’s world, equipment must represent good value for operators and the Komara Maxi skimmer which can be used for a wide 
range of oils does just that. Not only does Komara Maxi come with interchangeable skimming modules which can be swapped over 
in just a few minutes, but we have also listened to customer feedback and incorporated a few other improvements.  

Quick release bolts provide quick and easy, tool free changing of skimming modules which can be placed in specially designed boxes 
to stop them rolling around on deck when not in the skimmer. 

Komara Maxi duplex is a high volume skimmer and this addition extends the world leading Komara family of duplex skimmers                         
https://www.vikoma.com/                                

 
                        Above: Disc modules for thin to medium oils                     Above: Brush modules for medium to heavy oils 

DESMI - THE HYDERABAD PROJECT 
The project in Hyderabad is to express the willingness 
of all parties DESMI – WRI India – HMDA, Govt. of 
India, to engage in conducting a clean-up project 
upstream to the Hussain Sagar lake (the World’s 
largest heart shaped lake) in Hyderabad, India. 

In less than a month, nine tonnes of waste have been 
stopped from entering into the lake.  

Hussain Sagar Lake was officially declared as the 
“Heart of the World” by United Nations World 
Tourism Organization in 2012 and several campaigns 
have run to save the heart of the world and we 
continue with our effort. 

This project is a great example of how to strategically combat marine (plastic) pollution to create high positive impact on the society 
& sustainability of the environment by directly tapping onto various United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/news/2021/01/royal-canadian-navy-welcomes-new-commander.html
https://www.vikoma.com/
https://desmi.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=efd96679bfbc8a07655befd11&id=98fbce75b6&e=507afd3a33
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 NEWS FROM ISCO MEMBERS (CONTINUED)                                                                                                                                           

We are satisfied with the high performance of our clean-up systems by ensuring the best services at all times and our intention is to 
scale-up & replicate such impactful, high performance projects globally. 

"WRI India Ross Center has been engaging with the Hyderabad Metropolitan Development Authority (HMDA) and the Municipal 
Administration and Urban Development (MAUD), Government of Telangana over the last couple of years in developing a restoration 
action plan for the holistic transformation of the iconic Hussain Sagar lake with the ambition to bring back clean water, biodiversity 
and people. 

The iconic lake has been adversely impacted by the flow of floating solid wastes from rapidly urbanizing upstream catchment." Says 
Samrat Basak, Director - Urban Water, WRI India 

And he continues: "As part of this HMDA-led Hussain Sagar Lake clean-up initiative, we had the opportunity to collaborate with 
DESMI to implement an automated floating solid waste clean-up system in one of the inlet drains of Hussain Sagar Lake.                                          
DESMI / Read more 

 UPCOMING WEBINARS                                                                                                                                           

 

Postings for publication in this section should be sent to the Editor – john.mcmurtrie@spillcontrol.org 

ISCO MEMBER DESMI ANNOUNCES TWO NEW WEBINARS 
21st January - 1500 - 1630 IST 

Topic: Fate of Oil Spill and Oil Containment Booms 

Focus on weathering of spilled oil, use of dispersant, and the types of boom formations to be used in offshore conditions. 

22nd January - 1500 - 1630 IST 

Topic: Skimmers and Floating Tanks 

Focus on Skimmers, Floating Tanks and the logistic issues always present when having a larger offshore spill. 

UPCOMING WEBINARS FROM ISCO MEMBER OSRL 
 
January 19 - "Hiring response equipment, a best practice guide to organising, storing and maintaining your Tier 1 oil spill response 
equipment", two sessions for this webinar are available.  
January 21 - Duty Manager at OSRL's Fort Lauderdale base, will explain the OSRL activation process when an incident occurs in our 
"How to activate OSRL seminar"How to activate OSRL seminar". Two sessions will be available, one being in Spanish. 
January 28 - Paul Kelway, OSRL's Wildlife Preparedness & Response Manager and various contributors will be talking about current 
tiered response and preparedness 
 
For more info on the OSRL seminars please visit 
https://www.oilspillresponse.com/news--media/events/?utm_medium=website&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=covid-
19%20member%20update&utm_content=link%20to%20website&utm_term=covid%20update,%20covid-28 

 

RECOGNITION TRAINING FOR STRUCK-BY AND CAUGHT-IN-BETWEEN HAZARDS 
Advice on webinar received from Marc K. Shaye Hon.FISCO, Member of ISCO Executive Committee. 
 
Information on this event was published on Page 11 of ISCO Newsletter 769 (Link at https://spillcontrol.org/newsletters/) 
 

 ONLINE TRAINING COURSES                                                                                                                                          

 

USA: NINTH TECHNOLOGY WORKSHOP FOR OIL SPILL RESPONSE 
A VIRTUAL EVENT – FEBRUARY 22-26, 2021 

 
Information on this event was published on Page 10 of ISCO Newsletter 769 (Link at https://spillcontrol.org/newsletters/) 
 

INCIDENT COMMAND TRAINING FROM SPILLCONSULT ONLINE TRAINING PORTAL 
 
For information on these courses, please visit https://spillconsult.learnupon.com/store  
The titles of these courses were published on Page 7 of ISCO Newsletter 769 (Link at https://spillcontrol.org/newsletters/) 
 

https://www.desmi.com/news/the-hyderabad-project/?utm_source=EnviRo-Clean&utm_campaign=915b7bede1-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_03_26_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f4ac59c396-915b7bede1-335900117
mailto:john.mcmurtrie@spillcontrol.org
https://www.oilspillresponse.com/news--media/events/?utm_medium=website&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=covid-19%20member%20update&utm_content=link%20to%20website&utm_term=covid%20update,%20covid-28
https://www.oilspillresponse.com/news--media/events/?utm_medium=website&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=covid-19%20member%20update&utm_content=link%20to%20website&utm_term=covid%20update,%20covid-28
https://spillcontrol.org/newsletters/
https://spillcontrol.org/newsletters/
https://spillconsult.learnupon.com/store
https://spillcontrol.org/newsletters/
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  ONLINE TRAINING COURSES  (CONTINUED)                                                                                                                                           

 

LLOYDS MARITIME ACADEMY - CERTIFICATE IN MARITIME ENVIRONMENTAL 
MANAGEMENT 
Course commences on 28th January 2021. Study the principles underpinning maritime environmental management and associated 
issues of management strategy, compliance and enforcement.   More info 
 

ENERGY INSTITUTE -  ONLINE TRAINING COURSES 
 
The Energy Institute has announced the availability of its currently available short online training courses – 

 ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS - Short online course.  This module will provide offshore workers with an overview of accidental 
releases and different control measures that can be implemented for good practice and risk mitigation.    More info 

 OFFSHORE ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS - Short online course. This module will provide offshore workers with an overview of 
the impact of chemicals and different types of control measures that can be implemented for good practice and to mitigate the 
dangers of chemical spills.    More info  

 OFFSHORE ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS – ONLINE - This Energy Institute (EI) eLearning course is a training tool for offshore 
environmental awareness - an issue that has become more imperative in the last decades within the oil and gas industries to 
minimise the environmental impacts of exploration and production activities.    More info 

 OILY DISCHARGES MODULE - OFFSHORE ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS - This module will provide offshore workers with an 
overview of oily discharges and different types of control measures that can be implemented for best practice and risk mitigation.    
More info 

 CHEMICAL MANAGEMENT MODULE - OFFSHORE ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS - This module will provide offshore workers 
with an overview of the impact of chemicals and different types of control measures that can be implemented for good practice 
and to mitigate the dangers of chemical spills.    More info 

EMPIRE EGYPT - OIL SPILL RESPONSE - 1 DAY FOUNDATION COURSE 
1 Day online self-paced training program which provides a foundation knowledge and skills for on-site first response to oil spills with 
the emphasis on combating and the various clean-up methods, supported by exercises and quizzes. A Certificate of Completion will 
be issued for candidates who pass the final assessment exam. 
 
MEET THE INSTRUCTOR - Alaa Abdallah is a Marine Engineer and an Oil Spill Response expert with a diverse experience in the Oil & 
Gas and Maritime fields since 2001. He has responded to various types of oil spill incidents throughout the Middle East and 
Internationally.    More info   For ISCO members and readers a 50% discount is available until 31 March 2021. Using the code: ISCO50 
 

TRAINING COURSES FROM CHEMICAL WATCH 

 THE PRACTICAL GUIDE TO ECOTOXICOLOGY AND THE ENVIRONMENT - This course provides you with the knowledge to recognise 
the ways in which chemicals may interact with the environment and the precautionary measures which are needed to prevent 
harm.    More info 

 THE BASICS OF REACH REGULATION - The primary objective of REACH is to improve the protection of human health and the 
environment. Without compliance with the Regulation, companies and their personnel could open themselves to potential fines, 
injunctions or even prison sentences. Understanding the Regulation and how to comply with it ensures the safety of humans and 
the environment along with protecting the interests of your company.    More info 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

NEW CHEMICAL RESPONSE GUIDE: CONDENSATES 
 

Cedre has just published a new Chemical Response Guide on condensates in French.  
 
The guide is intended for professionals who may be liable to face a condensate spill in an aquatic environment. Targeted towards both 
operational personnel and decision-makers, this practical guide provides useful information on spill response and 
contingency planning for such spills. It is designed to enable rapid access to the necessary initial information, in addition 
to providing relevant bibliographical sources to obtain further information.  
 
It contains experimental data as well as the results of scenarios based on real incidents.  
 
The guide can be downloaded in digital format free of charge on Cedre’s website. Hard copies cost €25 
 
Read more in the December issue of the CEDRE Newsletter 

https://www.lloydsmaritimeacademy.com/event/maritime-environmental-management-distance-learning-course
https://www.energyinst.org/whats-on/search/events-and-training?meta_eventId=21OEAACC
https://www.energyinst.org/whats-on/search/events-and-training?meta_eventId=21OEACHEM
https://www.energyinst.org/whats-on/search/events-and-training?meta_eventId=2101OEA
https://www.energyinst.org/whats-on/search/events-and-training?meta_eventId=21OEAOILY
https://www.energyinst.org/whats-on/search/online
https://training.empireenviroco.com/course/osr1
https://events.chemicalwatch.com/60438/
https://events.chemicalwatch.com/63725/the-basics-of-reach-regulation
http://wwz.cedre.fr/en/content/download/10540/file/296_E.pdf
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

Event organisers are requested to notify ISCO immediately if a listed event is cancelled or postponed 

Your Editor is doing his best to keep this listing up-to-date but it should not be assumed that listed events have not been cancelled or postponed. It 
is recommended that you check with event organisers before finalising your attendance plans.  

If an event title is not printed in blue ink it is not hyperlinked to the event website.  This may be because the website is not yet available or because 
the link for the website has not yet been given.  If you want to request the addition of an event please contact the Editor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please advise the Editor if any of the above entries require correction or updating.   John.mcmurtrie@spillcontrol.org 
 

TECHNICAL SUPPORT
 

INTERTANKO ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE WEB TOOL NOW AVAILABLE TO 
MEMBERS 
 
January 15 - INTERTANKO has supplemented its suite of benchmarking and database tools for Members with an Environmental 
Performance and Monitoring Database (EPMD). This new environmental web tool has been designed to provide Members submitting 
environmental performance data with the means to assess the relative environmental performance of their fleet, per tanker type, 
against that of the pool of data in the database for both the same tanker type and the entire pool as a whole.    INTERTANKO / Read 
more 

 

CONTRACTS, TENDERS AND BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

INTERNATIONAL OPEN TENDER NOTIFICATION SERVICE  

This is a subscription service. Have a look to see examples of open tenders. 

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES: USA & EUROPE 
USA -  Government solicitations are frequently posted in Technology Innovation News Survey and US EPA Tech Direct.   

For more information click on Title of Event 

COUNTRY 2021 TITLE OF EVENT LOCATION 

VIRTUAL EVENT January 26 ADMIRALTY Blue Data Conference Online 

VIRTUAL EVENT February 2-4 Sustainability Leaders Forum 2021 Online  

VIRTUAL EVENT February 8-9 The JOIFF Industrial Fire & Hazard Management 
Virtual Conference & Exhibition 2021 

Online 

VIRTUAL EVENT  February 22-26 Ninth Technology Workshop for Oil Spill Response Online 

ICELAND  March 2-4 International Symposium on Plastics in the Arctic and 
Sub-Arctic Region 

Online 

MALTA March 10  Regional Meeting of National Experts on the Post-
2021 Mediterranean Strategy for Prevention of and 
Response to Marine Pollution from Ships 

Online 

VIRTUAL EVENT March 23 CEDRE Information Day on Containers Online 

USA May 9 APICOM GM Meeting New Orleans LA 

VIRTUAL EVENT May 10-13 International Oil Spill Conference (IOSC 2021) Online 

MALTA May 25-27 Fourteenth Meeting of the Focal Points of the 
Regional Marine Pollution Emergency Response 
Centre for the Mediterranean Sea (REMPEC) 

Valetta 

UAE April 6-7 HSE Forum UAE 2021 Dubai 

CANADA June 8-10 43rd AMOP Technical Seminar on Environmental 
Contamination and Response 

Edmonton, Alberta 
 

USA June 8-10 Elastec Spill Workshop 2021 Carmi, IL 

USA June 28-30 Clean Pacific Conference & Exhibition  Seattle, WA 

USA September 7-10 Hazmat Emergency Response Workshop  Sacramento, CA 

USA Sept. 13-15 Clean Waterways Conference & Exhibition Louisville, KY 

USA Nov. 16-18 Clean Gulf Conference & Exhibition San Antonio, TX 

BAHREIN Nov. 28-30 International Conference & Exhibition on Spills, 
Clean Seas & Environment 

Bahrein 

mailto:John.mcmurtrie@spillcontrol.org
https://www.intertanko.com/search-article/articleview/intertanko-launches-environmental-performance-web-tool
https://www.intertanko.com/search-article/articleview/intertanko-launches-environmental-performance-web-tool
https://www.tender247.com/keyword/oil+spill+GlobalTenders
https://discover.admiralty.co.uk/blue-data-conference?utm_medium=partnership&utm_source=HellenicShippingNews&utm_campaign=Blue-Data-Conference-2021&utm_content=e-blast
https://event.edie.net/forum/?utm_campaign=SLF2021%20%7C%20First%20look%20at%20the%20agenda%20%7C%20W%20%7C%2008102020&utm_source=AdestraCampaign&utm_medium=Email&utm+content=edie%20Sustainability%20Leaders%20Forum
https://joiff.com/events/
https://joiff.com/events/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tcfG1XixQeajpTcmqz-t6g
https://www.arcticplastics2020.is/index.php/en/
https://www.arcticplastics2020.is/index.php/en/
https://www.rempec.org/en/events/rempec-events/regional-meeting-of-national-experts-on-the-post-2021-mediterranean-strategy-for-prevention-of-and-response-to-marine-pollution-from-ships
https://www.rempec.org/en/events/rempec-events/regional-meeting-of-national-experts-on-the-post-2021-mediterranean-strategy-for-prevention-of-and-response-to-marine-pollution-from-ships
https://www.rempec.org/en/events/rempec-events/regional-meeting-of-national-experts-on-the-post-2021-mediterranean-strategy-for-prevention-of-and-response-to-marine-pollution-from-ships
http://wwz.cedre.fr/en/Resources/Cedre-Days/Cedre-Information-Day/Containers-2021
https://www.apicom.org/
https://iosc2021.org/
https://www.rempec.org/en/events/rempec-events/fourteenth-meeting-of-the-focal-points-of-the-regional-marine-pollution-emergency-response-centre-for-the-mediterranean-sea-rempec
https://www.rempec.org/en/events/rempec-events/fourteenth-meeting-of-the-focal-points-of-the-regional-marine-pollution-emergency-response-centre-for-the-mediterranean-sea-rempec
https://www.rempec.org/en/events/rempec-events/fourteenth-meeting-of-the-focal-points-of-the-regional-marine-pollution-emergency-response-centre-for-the-mediterranean-sea-rempec
https://www.hse-forum.com/dubai
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/science-technology/arctic-marine-oilspill-program.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/science-technology/arctic-marine-oilspill-program.html
https://www.mynewsletterbuilder.com/email/newsletter/1414683892
https://www.cleanpacific.org/
https://www.hazmat.org/
https://www.cleanwaterwaysevent.org/
https://www.cleangulf.org/
https://www.recso.org/2nd-international-conference-exhibition-on-spills-clean-seas-enviroment/
https://www.recso.org/2nd-international-conference-exhibition-on-spills-clean-seas-enviroment/
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CONTRACTS, TENDERS AND BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES (CONTINUED) 

EUROPE – European Maritime Safety Agency  invitations to tender are often posted in The EMSA Newsletter.  

See “Links for other publications” for links to download current issues of these publications.  Readers are welcome to post tender 
invitations in this section. 

PUBLICATIONS 

UK & IRELAND SPILL ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER 
After a three year break, we're delighted to be able to share our latest Spill Alert Issue with you. This publication has always 
showcased the best of our industry whether it be spill case studies from which we can all learn, the introduction of new products, 
learning who has moved to new posts in the industry or just to catch up with what has been happening. This edition captures a lot 
and we hope that you like the new fresh look!    Download the newsletter  

2005-149 NIOSH POCKET GUIDE TO CHEMICAL HAZARDS 8" X 6" BOOK 
Not a new book but one that continues to be very useful. The NIOSH Pocket Guide to Chemical Hazards provides a concise source of 
general industrial hygiene information for workers, employers, and occupational health professionals. The guide is approximately 1 
½ inches in depth and spiral bound. The Pocket Guide presents key information and data in abbreviated tabular form for 677 
chemicals or substance groupings commonly found in the work environment (e.g., manganese compounds, tellurium compounds, 
inorganic tin compounds, etc.).    CDC Publications / Read more 

LINKS FOR DOWNLOADING AND READING OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

AMSA Update    Latest News from the Australian Maritime Safety Authority   Current issue 
ATRAC Newsletter    News from the Adriatic Training and Research Centre   October 2020 
AUSMEPA Bulletin    News from the Australian Marine Environment Protection Assoc’n  Summer 2020  
BIMCO Bulletin    Marine and shipping-related news from BIMCO     December 2020                                                                                                                                           
Newsletter from George Holliday  News and commentary on HSE issues from George Holliday  Free on request 
Cedre Newsletter    News from Cedre in Brittany, France     November 2020 
EMSA Newsletters    News from the European Maritime Safety Agency   Current issue 
Environmental Expert   Environmental News from Environmental Expert    Current issue 
GDACS Newsletter    Daily alerts for natural disasters – earthquakes, floods, typhoons, etc. Free on request 
GEF Newsletter    Monthly Newsletter from the Global Environment Facility                      Subscription 
GESAMP      Group of Experts on the Scientific Aspects of Marine Environmental Protection    Latest news     
GISEA Quarterly Newsletter   News from Global Initiative for South-East Asia    Q3 2020 
IMO News Magazine   News from the International Maritime Organization           Autumn/Winter 2020 
IMO Publishing Newsletter                    New and forthcoming IMO publications    September  2020 
ITOPF Ocean Orbit    News magazine from ITOPF with interesting spill resonse articles  October2019       
JOIFF Catalyst Newsletter   Int’l Organisation for Industrial Hazard Management   Q4 2020 issue 
Maritime Executive Magazine  Often contains articles of interest to the spill response community  Current issue 
MEDNEWS    News from UNEP Mediterranean Action Programme   02 / 2020 
MOIG Newsletter    News from the Mediterranean Oil Industry Group   January 2020 

NCEC Newsletter    News from the National Chemical Emergency Centre   December 2020 
Navigate Response    Global crisis communications network for shipping & marine  Current issue 
NOAA OR&R    Weekly round-up of news from NOAA’s Office of Response & Restoration Latest issue 
Oceanbuzz    Newsletter giving news on the Ocean Technology Industry   Current issue 

OCIMF Newsletter   News from the Oil Companies International Marine Forum  Current issue 
OHMSETT Gazette     Oil Spill Response Research & Renewable Energy Test Facility Quarterly Autumn 2020 
Oiled Wildlife Log    Bi-annual Newsletter from Tri-State Bird Rescue & Research  Fall 2020 
OSPAR Newsletter    Protecting & Conserving the N.E. Atlantic and its resources   End of year 2019 
PEMSEA Newsletter    Healthy oceans, people and economies in the East Asian Seas  Current issue 
Pollution Online Newsletter   News for pollution prevention & control professionals   Current issue 
Salvage World     Quarterly Newsletter of the International Salvage Union   Current issue 
Sea Alarm Foundation Newsletter                            Oiled wildlife Preparedness and Response news from Sea Alarm  Current issue 
Society of Maritime Industries  News from the UK’s maritime engineering and business services sector. October 2020 
Spill Alert     Quarterly Newsletter from UK & Ireland Spill Association   December 2020 
Technology Innovation News Survey                        News from US EPA – Contaminated Site Decontamination   Nov. 16-31, 2020 
The Maritime Advocate   Maritime News from Sandra Speares     Current issue 
USA EPA Tech Direct       Remediation of contaminated soil and groundwater   January 1, 2021 
Water Pollution & Flood News  Monthly round-ups of UK & Worldwide Spill and Flood News  Free on request 
WestMOPoCo                                                               Western Mediterranean Region Marine Oil & HNS Pollution Co-operation  November 2020 

 
Your editor depends on regular receipt of updated URL links for listed publications. If these are not received, relevant entries will be 
discontinued. Publishers are kindly requested to advise the editor john.mcmurtrie@spillcontrol.org  if any of the links are not up-to-
date. 

https://issuu.com/ukeirespill/docs/spill_alert_-_issue_19_-_digital
https://wwwn.cdc.gov/pubs/CDCInfoOnDemand.aspx?ProgramID=147
https://www.amsa.gov.au/news-community/newsletters/amsa-update-2020-editions
https://mailchi.mp/8c234a4863af/atrac-newsletter-no-08
https://www.ausmepa.org.au/em/26/
https://www.bimco.org/news/priority-news/20201202-bulletin
mailto:George%20Holliday%20%3cghholliday22@gmail.com%3e
http://wwz.cedre.fr/content/download/10515/file/295.pdf
http://www.emsa.europa.eu/newsroom/newsletters.html
https://www.environmental-expert.com/news
https://www.gdacs.org/
https://www.thegef.org/newsletter
http://www.gesamp.org/news
http://www.gisea.org/uploads/files/29/GISEA-Quarterly_Newsletter_Q32020.pdf
https://issuu.com/imo-news/docs/imo_news_-_autumn_winter_issue_-_2020
http://www.imo.org/en/Publications/Documents/Newsletters%20and%20Flyers/Newsletters/sep_b2c2020.html
http://www.itopf.org/knowledge-resources/documents-guides/document/ocean-orbit/?utm_source=Ocean%20Orbit&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=OceanOrbit2019&utm_source=ITOPF+Contacts+List&utm_campaign=7e8194919d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_10_30_10_41&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_904e8d6d28-7e8194919d-518944701
https://joiff.com/catalystdir/
https://maritime-executive.com/magazine
http://www.info-rac.org/en/communication/newsletter/med-news-02-2020
http://www.medoilgroup.org/newsletters/Newsletter_Issue_34.pdf
https://the-ncec.com/en/news-en/ncec-newsletter-%E2%80%93-december-2020
https://www.navigateresponse.com/
http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/orr-weekly-report
https://www.oceanbusiness.com/oceanbuzz/issues/?
https://www.ocimf.org/news/newsletter
https://www.ohmsett.com/gazette/Ohmsett%20Gazette%20Fall%202020_Digital.pdf
https://tristatebird.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Oiled-Wildlife-Log_Volume-2-1.pdf
https://www.ospar.org/emails/end-of-year-news-2019
http://www.pemsea.org/publications/magazines-and-newsletters
https://www.pollutiononline.com/resource/news
http://www.marine-salvage.com/salvage-world/
https://www.sea-alarm.org/publications/news_archive/
https://mailchi.mp/2ec73d7af8b0/smi-weekly-newsletter?e=85aeffc2eb
https://issuu.com/ukeirespill/docs/spill_alert_-_issue_19_-_digital
https://clu-in.org/products/tins/
https://themaritimeadvocate.com/
https://clu-in.org/techdirect/td012021.htm
mailto:business.synergies@me.com
https://www.westmopoco.rempec.org/en/news-events/newsletters
mailto:john.mcmurtrie@spillcontrol.org
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MESSAGES RECEIVED FROM EVENT ORGANISERS 

EUROSPILL RELAUNCHES INTO CLEANSEAS 
 
January 13 - Times change, so Eurospill is reinventing as part of Eurospill CleanSeas, a NEW pan European pollution cluster, led by the 
spill industry and with support from science and government. 
 
Eurospill CleanSeas combines an industry association, forming a cluster  with science, industry and government, and a series of events. 
The first stage, a new website, is now in place www.eurospill.com  
 
Oil spills remain, but plastic waste in the marine environment has become the centre of attention, which will be a NEW focus. Today, 
words like “clean the world” are indicative of a shift in business interests from oil spill to plastics pollution. Oil spills still occur, but 
plastic flows constantly and needs industrial scale to clean up, much of which already utilises technology developed by the oil spill 
industry. Oil spill design/technology has a role and opportunity with plastic clean up as demonstrated in the Ocean Cleanup 
developments www.theoceancleanup.com which are using booms and other designs derived from the oil spill experience.  
Eurospill CleanSeas will generate new business opportunities from both existing oil spill and new plastic pollution markets through 
collaboration with industry, science and government. Eurospill CleanSeas will enable both established and new organisations to profit 
from collaboration.   Contact Roger Mabbott, Director, Eurospill Association for more information  

INCIDENT REPORTS 

USA: NOAA OR&R SUMMARY OF INCIDENT RESPONSES FOR DECEMBER 2020 
 
Every month our Emergency Response Division provides scientific expertise and services to the U.S. Coast Guard on everything from 
running oil spill trajectories to model where the spill may spread, to possible effects on wildlife and fisheries and estimates on how 
long the oil may stay in the environment. 

This month OR&R responded to 14 incidents, including oil discharges, grounded vessels, and other pollution-related incidents.   

Here are some of December's notable incidents – Please click on the links below for more details 
 

 T/V Harvest Spirit grounding in Detroit River 

 Container Ship ONE Apus 

 Toledo Beach Marina Fire 

 16’ Vessel Adrift 

 35’ vessel submerged/grounded 

 Lucky Angel- 75ft fishing vessel 

 Trading Bay Pipeline Leak 

 Yuma Energy Main Pass Block 4 Wellhead 

 BNSF Oil Train 

 Pleasant Harbor Wooden Vessel 

 Pro Assist III 

 USCG Cutter Spar 

 M/V MS. DEBBIE MM 830 MS River 

 Overdue Vessel, Freeport, Bahamas 

UK: SEVERN TRENT – WILDFOWL HIT BY DUMPED DIESEL 
 

December 30 - Wildfowl have been left covered in fuel after diesel was illegally dumped at a Netherton nature reserve. 
The RSPCA has been called in and has already rescued eight Canada Geese, a swan and ducks after diesel sludge was illegally dumped 
at Bumble Hole Nature Reserve. A spokesman for Severn Trent Water said: "We’ve got teams on site who’ve put booms and pads out 
to stop any further pollutants getting into or out of the lake. "We’re also working with the Environment Agency to try and trace the 
source of the pollution."    Dudley News / Read more 
 

IRAQ: INDUSTRY UPDATE FROM BIMCO FOLLOWING INCIDENT 
 
January 4 - After a tanker conducting STS Operations in International waters in the Persian Gulf reported a limpet mine attached to 
the hull of the vessel, BIMCO has released an update on the local situation. 
 
BIMCO said that industry organizations were relieved that the mine was defused by Iraqi forces and that no seafarers were injured or 
damage sustained.  
 
The limpet mine was discovered attached to the hull of a tanker that was conducting ship-to-ship oil transfer operations in Iraqi 
Territorial Waters, near the Al Bakr Oil Terminal. BIMCO said that the industry was in contact with Flag States, Regional Stakeholders, 
UKMTO, Combined Maritime Forces, International Maritime Security Construct (IMSC), European Maritime Awareness in The Strait 
of Hormuz (EMASOH), and industry associations.    Insurance Marine News / Read more 
 
Another related report, also from Insurance Marine News, gives some additional information. 
 

http://www.eurospill.com/
mailto:info@eurospill.com
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTIuMzMxNzg5NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vcmVzcG9uc2UucmVzdG9yYXRpb24ubm9hYS5nb3YvYWJvdXQvZW1lcmdlbmN5LXJlc3BvbnNlLWRpdmlzaW9uLmh0bWw_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPUdvdkRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.881ocupx02XJ1QlsncJL_Mt_Uzr4CeNbrVpu30lw_r4/s/798044392/br/92996991497-l
https://incidentnews.noaa.gov/incident/10205
https://incidentnews.noaa.gov/incident/10208
https://incidentnews.noaa.gov/incident/10206
https://incidentnews.noaa.gov/incident/10207
https://incidentnews.noaa.gov/incident/10209
https://incidentnews.noaa.gov/incident/10210
https://incidentnews.noaa.gov/incident/10211
https://incidentnews.noaa.gov/incident/10212
https://incidentnews.noaa.gov/incident/10213
https://incidentnews.noaa.gov/incident/10214
https://incidentnews.noaa.gov/incident/10215
https://incidentnews.noaa.gov/incident/10216
https://incidentnews.noaa.gov/incident/10217
https://incidentnews.noaa.gov/incident/10218
https://www.dudleynews.co.uk/news/18977794.wildlife-hit-diesel-dumped-netherton-lake/
https://insurancemarinenews.com/insurance-marine-news/industry-update-from-bimco-following-incident-in-persian-gulf/
https://insurancemarinenews.com/insurance-marine-news/bomb-discovered-attached-to-tanker-off-iraq/
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INCIDENT REPORTS (CONTINUED) 

NORTH PACIFIC: UP TO 100 CONTAINERS LOST BY MEGA CONTAINER SHIP 
January 17 - Up to 100 drifting containers reported drifting in vicinity 26 25N 154 10W, NW of Honolulu, on Jan 17. Looks like 
containers were lost by MAERSK ESSEN en route from Xiamen to Los Angeles, the ship was in the area where containers were lost, 
and took a sharp turn southeast after crossing this area.     Maritime Bulletin /More info 

HISTORY

50 YEARS AGO – A DEVASTATING SPILL IN SAN FRANCISCO BAY 

January 13 - In dense fog at 1:45 a.m. on Jan. 19, 1971, two massive Standard Oil Company tankers met in a catastrophic collision in 
San Francisco Bay, spilling more than 800,000 gallons of foul-smelling, gooey oil into the Bay. Fifty years later, this story is both a 
powerful reminder of how easily accidents can cause environmental devastation and an inspiring story of the strength of people 
working together on behalf of the environment.    Point Reyes Light / Read more 
 

TEN GOOD REASONS WHY YOU SHOULD BE A MEMBER OF ISCO 

Even when budgets are tight, you can fully justify the cost of ISCO membership 

 Be recognised as a member of a worldwide community of professionals who share a common interest. 

 Corporate Members enjoy Free Listing in ISCO’s International Directory of Spill Response Contractors, Equipment Suppliers, 
Training Providers, and Consultancy Services – your advertising banners displayed with one click access to your website. It’s a 
great search facility for potential customers. 

 Corporate Members receive requests for emergency provision of resources for spill response support. The Emergency 
Assistance facility is there for government agencies, oil companies and response organizations -  not only for rapid sourcing of 
additional resources in very large spill events, it can be used to help find specialised equipment not often available in response 
inventories, people with specialised experience and know-how, etc. Contractors can use the facility to supplement their own 
internally available resources. 

 Benefit from ISCO initiatives that are of practical value to Members – for example, the free and widely used RESPONSECON 
contracts that you can use - speeding up contractual arrangements for mobilisation of spill response resources, with positive 
implications for protecting your cash flow. 

 Free publicity – Announce your new products and services developments in the weekly ISCO Newsletter – reaching out to a 
highly targeted customer audience in over 60 countries. 

 Benefit from negotiated discounts in attending conferences and exhibitions – the savings can significantly offset the cost of 
maintaining your membership. 

 To enhance response knowledge of your staff - Freely downloadable technical articles, response guidelines and loads of other 
useful reference information available in the Members’ Area of the ISCO website. 

 Your membership helps ensure continued publication of the ISCO Newsletter, keeping you up-to-date on events, developing 
technologies, new legislation and other matters of mutual interest. This will save many hours a week of scanning, browsing and 
searching for all the news that matters and puts it in your inbox every week. 

 Through ISCO, Members have a voice in the drafting of new legislation that will affect their areas of interest. We introduce new 
initiatives at IMO and give our support to other delegates advancing developments that will be of benefit for improvement of 
response effectiveness. ISCO provides an interface with National and International Government Agencies, Industry, the 
Scientific Community, R&D Establishments and Academia, actively supporting new developments that will be of benefit to our 
Members. 

 Members have the right to display the ISCO logo on their headed notepaper, brochures, business cards, etc. to denote that they 
are part of an international organisation dedicated to improving worldwide co-operation and preparedness. 
 

For more information visit www.spillcontrol.org 

Apply for Membership of ISCO at https://spillcontrol.org/membership-application-form/ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this newsletter is accurate unintentional 
mistakes can occur.  No liability for consequences of errors is accepted but, if an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be 
printed in a following issue of this newsletter.  Products and services featured in the ISCO Newsletter and/or the ISCO website, 
including the International Directory of Spill Response Supplies and Services, have not been tested, approved or endorsed by ISCO. 
Any claims made by suppliers of products or services are solely those of the suppliers and ISCO does not accept any liability for their 
accuracy. It should not be assumed that views and opinions expressed in linked reports, articles and other content reflect the views 
of the organization.  Subscription is subject to acceptance of ISCO’s Terms and Conditions as published on the website 
www.spillcontrol.org and your acceptance of ISCO’s Data Protection and Privacy Policy. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.maritimebulletin.net/
https://www.ptreyeslight.com/article/fifty-years-ago-devastating-oil-spill-galvanized-bolinas
http://www.spillcontrol.org/
http://www.spillcontrol.org/

