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IMO REGIONAL POLLUTION CENTRE 
ASSISTS WITH OIL SPILL INCIDENT              

IN ISRAEL                                        

 

Clumps of tar on the sand after an offshore oil spill polluted much of Israel's 
Mediterranean shoreline 

The IMO-administered Regional Marine Pollution Emergency Response Centre for the 
Mediterranean Sea (REMPEC) is assisting the competent authorities of Israel with 
technical expertise regarding the beaching of a large quantities of tar balls on the 
Israeli shoreline.  The cause of the pollution is yet to be identified. As of 23 February 
2021, 1,000m3 of tar balls have already been collected.    IMO / Read more  

ISCO’S EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE FACILITY                   
HAS NOT YET BEEN ACTIVATED BY ISRAEL 

ISCO has not yet received any request for assistance from the Israeli government. 
https://spillcontrol.org/emergency-sourcing-of-experts-equipment-and-supplies/         
but perhaps not surprising because it does appear that it looks like the work will be 
largely labour intensive. However within our membership we do have people with 
experience in Shoreline clean-up assessment techniques (SCAT), related know-how 
and training.  The ISCO Secretariat has confirmed that the organisation remains ready 
to assist if contacted at info@spillcontrol.org 
Member of ISCO Council for Israel, Ben Benny  has commented – “The spill is under 
investigation and no responders are activated as there is no one to pay, its all 
volunteers and army”.  
Another ISCO Member in Israel, Haim Greenberg of Harbo Technologies has just sent 
an excellent video clip that gives a graphic insight into the very difficult task being 
faced by resonse teams. This can be viewed at https://youtu.be/a-pLJH4xXMI 

ISCO & THE ISCO NEWSLETTER 

The International Spill Control Organization, a 
not-for profit organization dedicated to raising 
worldwide preparedness and co-operation in 
response to oil and chemical spills, promoting 
technical development and professional 
competency, and to providing a focus for making 
the knowledge and experience of spill control 
professionals available to Intergovernmental,  
Governmental, NGO’s and interested groups and 
individuals 
 
ISCO holds consultative status at the 
International Maritime Organisation and 
observer Status at International Oil Pollution 
Compensation Funds 
 
ISCO COMMITTEE & COUNCIL 
ISCO is managed by an EXECUTIVE  

Directors  
• Mr David Usher,  President                      (USA)                      
• Mr Neil Marson, Secretary                       (UK)                                        
• Mr John McMurtrie,  VP and Editor        (UK)  
• Ms Mary Ann Dalgleish, VP M’ship        (USA) 
 
Members 
• Mr Li Guobin                                   (China)  
• M. Jean Claude Sainlos                 (France)  
• Mr Kerem Kemerli                         (Turkey)  
• Mr Marc Shaye                               (USA)  
• Mr Dan Sheehan                            (USA)  
• Captain Bill Boyle                           (UK) 
• Lord Rickaby                                   (UK) 
• Mr Matthew Sommerville           (UK) 
 
Assisted by COUNCIL  
(National Representatives) 
• Mr John Wardrop                         (Australia)  
• Mr Osman Tarzumanov               (Azerbaijan)  
•  TBA                                                  (Brazil) 
• Dr Merv Fingas                              (Canada)  
• Captain Davy T. S. Lau                 (China)  
• Mr Darko Domovic                       (Croatia)  
• Eng. Ashraf Sabet                         (Egypt)  
• Mr Torbjorn Hedrenius               (Estonia)  
• Mr Pauli Einarsson                       (Faroe Islands)  
• TBA                      (Greece)  
• Captain D. C. Sekhar                    (India)  
• Major Ben Benny                         (Israel) 
• Mr Sanjay Gandhi                        (Kenya)  
• Mr Dennis van der Veen            (Netherlands)           
• Chief Kola Agboke                       (Nigeria)  
• Mr Carlos Sagrera                        (Panama)  
• TBA                                                 (Singapore)              
• Mrs Fatima B. Shaik                    (South Africa)  
• Dr Ali Saeed Al Ameri                  (UAE)  
• Mr Kevin Miller                             (UK) 
• Dr Manik Sardessai                      (USA) 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS (CONTINUED)                                                                                                                                                                  

UNEA-5 ENDS WITH CLEAR MESSAGE: ACT 
NOW TO TACKLE PLANETARY CRISIS 

The virtual Fifth Session of the UN Environment Assembly ended on Tuesday with a 
clear message: our fragile planet needs more and it needs it now. More action, more 
cooperation, more finance, more ambition and more sustained commitment to tackle 
environmental crises and rebuild societies ravaged by the global pandemic. 
At this unprecedented virtual session, 153 countries registered and connected online 
along with civil society and other stakeholders, showing the commitment of 
stakeholders to tackle pressing issues of environmental degradation even during the 
COVID-19 crisis. 
Participants were left in no doubt that 2021 marks a critical turning point if the world 
wants to secure a future where people and planet can thrive together.                                              
UNEP / Read more  

LINKS FOR OTHER INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
Because of reporting on the ongoing crisis in Israel and in order to limit the size of the 
newsletter we are this week only giving you dates, sources and  links for downloading. 

February 17 –  NORTH WEST PACIFIC ACTION PLAN 

Launch of the report “Stronger together: The role of regional instruments in 
strengthening global governance of marine plastic pollution” 

February 18 - ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE & SECURITY PROGRAM 

Nature-based Solutions Vital to Mitigating Conflict-linked Environmental Damage 

FEBRUARY 18 – UNEP – REPORT “MAKING PEACE WITH NATURE” 

A scientific blueprint to tackle the climate, biodiversity and pollution emergencies” and is based on evidence from global 
environmental assessments. 

February 19 – EMSA - RPAS SERVICES IN ACTION -ENDING THE YEAR ON A HIGH NOTE 

http://www.emsa.europa.eu/newsroom/latest-news/item/4333-newsletter-february-2021.html 

February 19 – REPORT IN THE MARITIME EXECUTIVE 

Ocean Plastic Poses a "Substantial Threat" to Imperiled Albatrosses 

February 25 – OSPAR COMMISSION 

Meeting of the EU Marine Expert Group (MEG) under the Birds and Habitats Directives 

NEWS REPORTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD                                                                                                                                                                     

CANADA: NEWS FROM SOPF 
February 25 - Participation in the Government of Quebec’s online training on emergency response to maritime incidents. 

Read more about this and other reports in the latest newsletter from the Ship-source Oil Pollution Fund.  http://sopf.gc.ca/ 

ISRAEL: AFTER OIL SPILL, ENVIRONMENT MINISTRY TO PURSUE FUNDING  
PLEDGED 12 YEARS AGO 
Photo: Tar washed up onto Tel Shikmona beach in northern Israel, February 
21, 2020. (Tomer Ofri, Israel Nature and Parks Authority) 
February 21 - Implementation of 2008 government decision to create a plan 
for national response to spills was stymied at the time by Treasury. The 
Environmental Protection Ministry will try to leverage a catastrophic oil spill 
that has contaminated beaches up and down the land with tar to try to get 
the funds and legislative backing it should have received over a decade ago 
when the government decided to formulate a National Plan for 
Preparedness and Response to Marine Oil Pollution Incidents. 

 MEMBERSHIP OF ISCO 

Benefits of Membership 
Online Membership Application Form 

ADVANCE YOUR CAREER BY GAINING 
PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION. 

Professional recognition is a visible mark of 
quality, competence and commitment, and can 
give you a significant advantage in today’s 
competitive environment.  

All who have the relevant qualifications and the 
required level of experience can apply for 
Professional Membership of ISCO.  

The organization offers independent validation 
and integrity. Each grade of membership reflects 
an individual’s professional training, experience 
and qualifications.  

You can apply for Student Membership, Associate 
Membership (AMISCO), MEMBERSHIP (MISCO) or 
FELLOWSHIP (FISCO) 

About Professional Membership 
Professional-membership application form 

TO RECEIVE THE FREE ISCO 
NEWSLETTER 

Go to www.spillcontrol.org and enter your name 
and email address in the Registration Form 
(located on the right-hand side of the home page) 
then click on “subscribe” 

 

https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/un-environment-assembly-concludes-urgent-call-action-solve-planetary
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/video/un-environment-assembly-2021-highlights
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/un-environment-assembly-concludes-urgent-call-action-solve-planetary
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/covid-19-updates
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/covid-19-updates
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/unea-5-ends-clear-message-act-now-tackle-planetary-crises
https://www.unep.org/nowpap/news-and-stories/press-release/launch-report-stronger-together-role-regional-instruments
https://www.unep.org/nowpap/news-and-stories/press-release/launch-report-stronger-together-role-regional-instruments
https://www.newsecuritybeat.org/2021/02/nature-based-solutions-vital-mitigating-conflict-linked-environmental-damage/
https://www.unep.org/resources/making-peace-nature
https://www.unep.org/resources/making-peace-nature
http://www.emsa.europa.eu/newsroom/latest-news/item/4333-newsletter-february-2021.html
https://www.maritime-executive.com/editorials/ocean-plastic-poses-a-substantial-threat-to-imperiled-albatrosses
https://www.ospar.org/news/meeting-of-the-eu-marine-expert-group-meg-under-the-birds-and-habitats-directives
http://sopf.gc.ca/
https://spillcontrol.org/benefits-of-membership/
https://spillcontrol.org/membership-application-form/
https://spillcontrol.org/about-professional-membership/
https://spillcontrol.org/professional-membership-application-form/
http://www.spillcontrol.org/
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NEWS REPORTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD (CONTINUED)                                                                                                                                                                     

A cabinet decision (in Hebrew) made in June 2008, when Ehud Olmert was prime minister, ordered that within three to five years 
from January 1, 2009, the ministry would fill staff positions and acquire all the equipment and sailing vessels needed to prevent oil 
contaminations at sea.    The Times of Israel / Read more 

MAURITIUS: COVID-19, OIL SPILL IN MAURITIUS HIGHLIGHT THE VULNERABILITIES 
OF SMALL ISLAND DEVELOPING STATES 
February 25 - The COVID-19 pandemic and the Wakashio oil spill have laid bare the vulnerabilities of Small Island Developing States 
(SIDS) in terms of their capacity to withstand external shocks. The pandemic and the oil spill pose significant health and economic  

shocks for SIDS, which represent 20 per cent of UN member states. It is important that the development community continues to 
champion the SIDS' call for a greater focus and recalibration of support in their countries.    All Africa / Read more 

SOLOMON ISLANDS: ACCESSION TO “BUNKERS CONVENTION” CRITICAL TO 
PURSUE OIL SPILL COMPENSATION 
February 26 - The Solomon Islands recent accession to the International Convention on Civil Liability for Bunker Oil Pollution Damage 
(‘Bunkers Convention’) is critical for pursuing compensation regarding the recent oil spill damages in the country. 

In accordance with article 14 (2) of the Convention, the Convention has entered into force for Solomon Islands on 15 January 2021. 

A detailed environmental damage assessment commissioned by the Government on the Rennell Oil Spill has concluded that the 
grounding of the ship MV Solomon Trader and the subsequent oil spill caused significant ecological impacts and economic losses in 
the order of US$14 million –US$38 million. 

The Bunkers Convention aims to ensure that prompt and adequate compensation is available to persons inclusive of state parties, 
individuals and communities to claim for compensation arising from pollution damage and costs of preventative measures taken to 
prevent or minimize damage.    Solomon Times / Read more  

UK: ASSESSING THE PERFORMANCE OF THE STATISTICAL METHOD FOR  
ESTIMATING FLOODS 
February 11 - The statistical method in the Flood Estimation Handbook (FEH) is the main method for working out estimates of flood 
in the UK. It includes a series of measures for estimating the flood peak in a specific time period at almost any gauged or ungauged 
site on the UK river network.    DEFRA / Read more 

USA: INTERIOR DEPARTMENT HALTS SEISMIC SURVEYS FOR OIL IN ALASKA’S 
ARCTIC REFUGE 

Februrary 22 - Plans for seismic surveys to help find oil in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge have fizzled due to a lack of protection 
for polar bears, according to a brief statement Saturday from the Department of the Interior. 

The Kaktovik Inupiat Corp (KIC), the Alaska Native-owned company that applied for permission to conduct the survey, failed to do the 
required work to identify polar bear dens in the region that would be surveyed, Interior spokeswoman Melissa Schwartz said in an 
emailed statement. 

The likely demise of the seismic plan is the latest in a series of setbacks that have deflated the decades-long ambition to convert the 
refuge into an oil-producing frontier. Alaska’s oil production has been waning since the late 1980s, when the state produced more 
than 2 million barrels of crude per day. Now its output is roughly 500,000 bpd.    Arctic Today / Read more  

USA: VIDEO: USCG TAKES 150 RESCUED SEA TURTLES BACK TO THE OCEAN 
February 22 - On Monday, the U.S. Coast Guard and its state and 
local partners released nearly 150 sea turtles that had been rescued 
from Texas' recent winter storm. 
Last Thursday, USCG rescue swimmers and members of the public 
worked to rescue more than 1,000 "cold-stunned" sea turtles near 
Corpus Christi, part of a statewide effort that saved at least 3,000 
turtles along Texas' coastline. The animals were brought to 
rehabilitation centers for warming and care.  
 
After they were revived and the severe weather had passed, an 
initial batch of about 146 sea turtles were released back into the 
water.     The Maritime Executive / Read more 

https://www.gov.il/he/departments/policies/2008_des3542
https://www.timesofisrael.com/after-oil-spill-environment-ministry-to-pursue-funding-pledged-12-years-ago/
https://allafrica.com/stories/202102250121.html
https://www.solomontimes.com/news/accession-to-bunkers-convention-critical-to-pursue-oil-spill-compensation/10661
https://www.gov.uk/flood-and-coastal-erosion-risk-management-research-reports/assessing-the-performance-of-the-statistical-method-for-estimating-floods
https://www.arctictoday.com/interior-department-halts-seismic-surveys-for-oil-in-alaskas-arctic-refuge/?ct=t(RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN)
https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/texans-and-us-coast-guard-rescue-texas-cold-stunned-sea-turtles
https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/video-uscg-takes-150-rescued-sea-turtles-back-to-sea
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NEWS REPORTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD (CONTINUED)                                                                                                                                                                     

USA: MSRC OIL SPILL RESPONSE TEAM VOLUNTEERS TO AID TEXAS’ TURTLES 
February 22 - The plight of the sea turtles in the Gulf of Mexico drew broad attention during the recent cold weather in Texas. 
Volunteers turned out to help the animals which were stunned by the cold temperate. Thousands of turtles were found floating in 
the cold waters unable to move or washed up along the shore.  

Volunteers helped to gather the turtles and transported them to makeshift rescue locations. But, as the weather warmed up, there 
was an equally large challenge to return the sea turtles to the Gulf of Mexico. Among the organizations that volunteered to assist was 
the Marine Spill Response Corporation (MSRC), fully funded by the oil and gas and shipping industries, it is the largest oil spill removal 
organization in the United States. 

MSRC offered its oil spill response vessel and people to the rescue operation after learning about the need from International Bird 
Rescue, where MSRC’s CEO serves on the Board of Directors. NOAA and Texas Parks and Wildlife had requested assistance from the 
wildlife rescue community in finding a logistical solution to getting the turtles to warm waters.    The Maritime Executive / Read more 

ISCO NEWS                                                                                                                                                              

 

ISCO’S FEBRUARY ZOOM MEETING SEES INSTALLMENT OF NEW SECRETARY 
 
At the Zoom meeting on Thursday evening Matthew Sommerville welcomed ISCO’s new 
Secretary, Neil Marson and officially handed over the leadership to his successor. Neil (in 
the picture) introduced himself and thanked members for their confidence in electing him 
as Secretary. He looks forward to meeting the challenges of the position and getting to 
know our members.  
 
The meeting that followed was mainly concerned with forward planning in the context of 
the activities of the Volunteers “Way forward group”.  ISCO VP (Membership) Mary Ann 
Dalgleish hosted the meeting.  She has prepared minutes of the meeting and will circulate 
these to members of the Volunteer Group. The next Zoom meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday 25th March at the same time. 

 
ISCO’s Emergency Assistance facility - https://spillcontrol.org/emergency-sourcing-of-experts-equipment-and-supplies - was also 
discussed during the meeting. Concerns were expressed that too many government agencies and other potential users are not well 
informed about the facility.  
 
For Members who may not know about ISCO’s Emergency Assistance programme, it was established  some years ago and exists to – 
 

 Enable governments, oil companies, tanker owners, port authorities and other responsible parties to mobilise 
internationally available private sector response resources. 

 Allow International Response Contractors to augment their own response resources by identifying up-to-date availability of 
in-country / regional capabilities – equipment, experience personnel, etc. – especially useful with current travel restrictions 
due to the Covid 19 pandemic. 

 Give ISCO members a route for providing expertise, equipment, supplies to assist in spill response emergencies. 

 Help locally based response contractors to source externally available resources to augment their own capabilities 

The existence of the facility provides a significant membership benefit, not only for large international response contractors but also 
for smaller response organisations worldwide – as well as for companies and individual members with other capabilities such as 
equipment and materials supply, response management, personnel training, shoreline clean-up assessment techniques, aerial and 
satellite observation, wildlife rescue and many other sources of specialised know-how available from ISCO members. 

ISCO members include the world’s leading spill response contractors, consultants, training providers and manufacturers of spill 
response equipment and materials.  

A good example of ISCO’s Emergency Assistance in action was during the Deepwater Horizon Spill, where ISCO responded to a call 
for help from the unified command. ISCO members responded to the identified requirements and the excellent response prompted 
a personal letter of thanks from the incident commander, Admiral Thad Allen. 

It should be noted that one of the most important functions of ISCO Members of Council is to provide support in facilitating 
communications between ISCO and government ministries or agencies, and other national authorities, institutions or bodies in the 
countries (or regions) represented. Currently the ISCO Secretariat is concerned that not all of our Members of Council are pro-active 
in keeping government agencies well informed about ISCO’s aims, objectives and services. Correcting this deficiency is one of the 
many tasks being addressed by the recently-formed ISCO Way Ahead Volunteer Group. 

https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/msrc-oil-spill-response-team-volunteers-to-aid-texas-turtles
https://spillcontrol.org/emergency-sourcing-of-experts-equipment-and-supplies
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CONTRIBUTED ARTICLE                                                                                                                                          

A SPECIAL ARTICLE CONTRIBUTED  BY TUCKER MENDOZA 
Tucker Mendoza had three children: an ingenious daughter named Kacie and two amazing sons, Kasen and 

Masen. Mendoza is a 3rd-Generation fisherman with a lifetime of experience in the response industry with 

knowledge reaching back to the 1989 Exxon Valdez Oil Spill. After many years of working in the field, Mendoza has 

grown a great passion for teaching and training others about the response industry hands-on in the field. He has 

taught both of his boys, along with many other relatives and friends, to be the brilliant responders of the new 

generation. Kasen and Masen both hold his same passion of protecting the environment. 

Tucker Mendoza’s Elite Next Generation Response Group is the voice of tomorrow for the Spill Response Industry. Their mission is 

to help the pioneers carry the torch to light the way for the safety of our people and to preserve our planet and its natural 

resources. Mendoza and his Elite team work closely with other industry professionals to add old-time knowledge to the New 

Generation of spill responders, leaving a legacy that each of our children and grandchildren will follow.

 

Tucker Mendoza’s Elite Next Generation Response Group is the voice of tomorrow for the Spill Response Industry. Their mission is 

to help the pioneers carry the torch to light the way for the safety of our people and to preserve our planet and its natural 

resources. Mendoza and his Elite team work closely with other industry professionals to add old-time knowledge to the New 

Generation of spill responders, leaving a legacy that each of our children and grandchildren will follow. 

Tucker Mendoza’s Spill-Life started when he was 20 years old; his first job was to cut absorbent pads 

and make absorbent booms to be used in cleaning the infamous 1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill, which 

opened his eyes and began his career in Spill Response. After dedicating 32 years of his life to Spill 

Response, Mendoza is here to tell the tale. He has had the opportunity to study many ways to 

progress in response, response planning, and cleanup, along with creating and discovering next-

generation innovations that could be added to the spill response toolbox. 

Mendoza believes it is important to pass on knowledge and wisdom to our following generations. In Spill Response, it is crucial to 

have the generational knowledge which stands at its foundations - but what is even more important is to learn from the Spill 

Responders who have had hands-on experience. It is pivotal to carry forward the acquired knowledge from those who have been in 

the field. It is critical that proper training should be passed down from one generation to the next. It would be a great loss if we 

chose not to continue upon that knowledge. By choosing not to advance that knowledge onward, the Next Generation will not 

benefit from the hard work they will have endured to expedite their future as responders. Let us pass on the knowledge, so the Next 

Generation doesn’t have to reinvent the wheel, and they can just pick up where it was left off. 

The picture to the left is Mr. Rusty Johnson, one of the most important responders in Mendoza’s and 

many others’ lives. Mr. Rusty Johnson (AKA Trigger, Dumpster-Man) is a true legend of the industry. 

There are many men who have built their career in spill response from the teachings they have received 

from Mr. Rusty Johnson. He is one of the reasons why Mendoza is writing this article to encourage spill 

industries of the importance in leaving a footprint for our Next Generation responders. There were a 

handful of men who passed on their spill response knowledge that helped boost Mendoza’s career; Mr. 

Rusty Johnson was among one of those great men. These hard-working men were more than willing to 

pass on their knowledge. As we have learned from them in Spill Response, we should learn from their  
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 CONTRIBUTED ARTICLE (CONTINUED)                                                                                                                                          

wisdom again to carry forward our knowledge to the next generation like they for us. They passed on knowledge only their 

generation before us had, a knowledge that they continued upon us for our generation to build upon, and now it is here for us to 

pass along. A lack of knowledge can lead to catastrophe and many lives can be lost as a result of it. After all, Spill Response is a very 

dangerous industry. What needs to happen is a creation of an industry requirement for all Next Generation Spill Responders to have 

hands-on mentoring, coaching, and leaderships. 

We must think of new ways for the Next Generation to build career-minded responders who can be proactive and innovative as a 
lot of the older ways are no longer as effective as they once were. The manual for Spill Response was last written in 1990 and has 
not been revised since; the manual needs to be brought up to our current knowledge and information. Many people don’t realize 
how much change has happened all around us, and that is why it is crucial for the Older Generations to pass on their knowledge and 
teach the new generations what works and what doesn’t, so they can continue to create the most effective method to yield the best 
results in helping preserve our world. 
  
We only have one Earth and preserving its natural resources is vital to the survival of humankind. Since we need these natural 
resources for the survival of humankind, the least we could do is to save our oceans by having the proper clean-ups that leave the 
least amount of contamination behind as possible and doing so safely to preserve our planet and our own lives. The dying of our 
ocean and our planet will not slow down. As long as the oil industries pump oil every single day – rain, shine, or pour – there will be 
more places to clean and save. The time is now to save our planet. 
  
Mendoza’s Elite Next Generation Response Group and the voice of his Spill Response Association have a mission to help the 

pioneers by carrying the torch to light the way for the safety of our people, for the preservation of our planet and its natural 

resources, and to pass on the old-time knowledge along with other industry professionals. In a New Generation of Spill Responders, 

leaving a legacy that each of our children and grandchildren will follow has become our personal mission. Our goal is to expedite the 

mission by adding spokes to the wheel of what is already in place. 

We want to share our lifetime of knowledge and experience on what we have learned from our hands-on experiences. We want to 
teach Next Generation responders how to adjust and reprogram responses throughout the industry. We want to help lead the 
future of emergency response training by giving responders proper and professional training with true hands-on response 
knowledge.  
 
Together we will combine and leverage our experiences in hopes of bringing the response plans and training manuals to current 
standards. In recent years, despite all the changes, the U.S. government still shows a lack of concern with a higher possibility of 
spills, when in fact there are millions of pipelines that are always full. Many wells will still pump, while many others are still 
abandoned and unplugged.  
 
In 2021 and many years to come, transportation by ship and barges will never stop, and the chances of liability will arise as everyone 
scrambles for green solutions to be mandated. There is no better time than now to update the training manual and mandate 
greener solutions to Spill Response. 
  
To be continued, the second most important responder in my life.  
Join Mendoza on LinkenIn  
Tucker Mendoza 

 SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY                                                                                                                                          

BALTIC WORKBOATS BUILT WORKBOAT 18 WP OILREC MAIA WINS BEST OIL 

SPILL RESPONSE BOAT OF 2020 AWARD 

February 15 - Baltic Workboats says its Workboat 18 WP Oilrec Maia has won the best oil spill response boat of 2020 award.The 

many and varied output of boats from Estonia-based Baltic Workboats feature frequently on Baird Maritime for very good reason. 

Apart from being very well built for attractive prices, they are invariably very imaginative in both concept and execution. 

The very versatile Maia is no exception. Built for a Romanian government customer, she is primarily an oil or chemical spill recovery 

vessel that can also serve as a patrol, fire, towing and light transport craft that is capable of 25 knots. The boat has a most 

interesting bow arrangement with a door above a distinctly “beaked” bow. As well as her two collector booms, she is fitted with a 

potent deck crane, towing gear and powerful fire monitor. 

There is a lot packed into her 18.6-metre overall length – a fairly typical example of Baltic Workboats’ innovation and quality. “She is 

multi-functional vessel despite possessing a compact size,” Baltic Workboats told Baird Maritime. “Her large fore deck is equipped 

with a deck crane and hydraulic bow-ramp to facilitate transport of various cargo or large rubbish collected from sea, and a top 

speed of 25 knots guarantees a quick response to any incident.  
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 SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY (CONTINUED)                                                                                                                                           

“The vessel is operable by crew of two and is fuel-efficient, hence low operating costs are guaranteed. Furthermore, emphasis is put 

on crew comfort and the noise level in wheelhouse falls below 60 dB even when sailing at 25 knots.”    Port News / Read more  

SOLINST - WATERLOO MULTILEVEL GROUNDWATER MONITORING SYSTEM 

The 401 Waterloo Multilevel System allows detailed groundwater monitoring from many zones in one borehole. The System is 

modular to allow ports to be located accurately at desired monitoring zones. The zones are permanently isolated by packers or seals 

and each port is individually connected to the surface. Ports can be fitted with dedicated Transducers, Bladder Pumps and/or 

Double Valve Pumps. Alternatively, a port may be fitted with a monitoring tube that is left open for use with narrow diameter 

portable equipment, such as the 102 or Mini 102 Water Level Meter and a narrow diameter Inertial Pump, a Peristaltic Pump or the 

Micro Double Valve Pump.    Environmental Expert / Read more 

COLLEGE STUDENT WITH LUMBERTON TIES STARTS COMPANY FOCUSED ON 

REMOVING OIL FROM WILDLIFE 

February 20 - Raegan Reeves is looking to change the way the world sees oil cleanup with her new startup Crude Spill Cleaning Co. 

The startup’s mission is to research and develop new and innovative methods of environmental cleanup to mitigate such man-made 

disasters as oil spills, Reeves said. Crude Spill Cleaning has focused on developing a more efficient way of removing crude oil from 

wildlife, specifically waterfowl, that have been affected during an oil spill. 

Crude Spill Cleaning Co. is now headquartered in Research Triangle Park and Reeves serves as the president and chief technical 

officer. All research is conducted at Troxler Electronic Labs, where her mentor serves as the director of Advanced Technologies.  

The company already has developed two different chemical solvents to clean oil from feathers in a way that is “much faster, more 

efficient, and easier on the wildlife,” Reeves said. “Both solvents significantly outperformed Dawn in all experimental trials,” she 

said. “The final averaged percentages resulted in Solvent 1 and 2 removing 85-90% of oil from feathers, while the detergent solution 

removed only 35% of oil from feathers.” 

Both solvents also have a better environmental outlook than their alternative, Reeves said. Dish detergent is formulated with a 

small percentage of petroleum and other volatile organic compounds. The two solvents created in the CSCC lab are VOC-free, 

nontoxic, recyclable and water soluble. “They are both gentle on skin and eyes, and have extremely high flash points,” Reeves said.                   

The Robesonian / Read more  

 UPCOMING WEBINARS                                                                                                                                     

FREE WEBINARS FROM UK AND IRELAND SPILL ASSOCIATION 
Wed, 24 Mar 2021 15:00 GMT  Spill Knowledge Base: Absorbents 

Wed, 14 Apr 2021 15:00 BST    Spill Knowledge Base: Marine Dispersants 
 
Wed, 19 May 2021 15:00 BST   Spill Knowledge Base: Storage Tanks 
 
Wed, 16 Jun 2021 15:00 BST     Spill Knowledge Base: Marine Special Equipment 
 
Click on the blue titles for more info on specified webinars.    view our upcoming virtual events here. 
 

 ONLINE AND OTHER TRAINING COURSES                                                                                                                                          

 

CEDRE: "FIGHTING ACCIDENTAL OIL POLLUTION AT SEA AND ON THE COAST - 
LEVEL IMO 2" 
Session in English: March 15-19, 2021 
Sessions in French: April 19-23, 2021 & May 31 to June 4, 2021    More info  
 

EMPIRE EGYPT - OIL SPILL RESPONSE - 1 DAY FOUNDATION COURSE 
1 Day online self-paced training program which provides a foundation knowledge and skills for on-site first response to oil spills with  
the emphasis on combating and the various clean-up methods, supported by exercises and quizzes. A Certificate of Completion will 
be issued for candidates who pass the final assessment exam.   
More info   For ISCO members and readers a 50% discount is available until 31 March 2021. Using the code: ISCO50 

https://www.en.portnews.ru/news/308925/
https://www.environmental-expert.com/companies/solinst-canada-ltd-73/
https://www.robesonian.com/features/142791/college-student-with-lumberton-ties-starts-company-focused-on-removing-oil-from-wildlife
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/spill-knowledge-base-absorbents-tickets-139939329301?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/spill-knowledge-base-absorbents-tickets-139939329301?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/spill-knowledge-base-marine-dispersants-tickets-139940408529?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/spill-knowledge-base-marine-dispersants-tickets-139940408529?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/spill-knowledge-base-storage-tanks-tickets-139940885957?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/spill-knowledge-base-storage-tanks-tickets-139940885957?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/spill-knowledge-base-marine-special-equipment-tickets-139944767567?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/spill-knowledge-base-marine-special-equipment-tickets-139944767567?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://ukspill.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9e553ae6aaac91e6095b77cc4&id=773a5fab99&e=7ef154e2d2
http://wwz.cedre.fr/Formation
http://wwz.cedre.fr/Formation
https://training.empireenviroco.com/course/osr1
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 ONLINE AND OTHER TRAINING COURSES (CONTINUED)                                                                                                                                           

 
LLOYDS MARITIME ACADEMY – CERTIFICATE IN OIL SPILL RESPONSE 
 

This safety training course has been designed in line with the OPRC Convention and is vital for first-time responders in the oil and  
offshore industry.  Starts 14th April; Online | Study in your own time; Duration: 12 weeks | 6 modules; Taught by: Colin Drake, 
Managing Director of OSCAR – Oil Spill Consultants & Advisory Response; Fees: £1,529.19/ $1,988.10 (includes a saving of £170/ $221 
until 19 February 2021). Find out more about this course – download the full course syllabus. 
 

ACCELERATING A SUSTAINABLE OCEAN ECONOMY – MARCH 1-5, 2021                  
The Economist Group’s World Ocean Initiative Summit Virtual Week – AThe 2021 agenda will deliver fresh, robust, and action-oriented 
insights into creating a sustainable ocean economy. The virtual week offers the opportunity to access highly curated content and the 
chance to make meaningful connections no matter where you are in the world - More info e 
 

USA: HAZARDOUS MATERIALS CODE ENFORCEMENT P0615 
June 13-18 2021. Emmitsburg, Maryland. 6-day on-campus - This six-day course is designed to guide students in gaining and sharing 
the knowledge, skills and abilities to effectively recognize and analyze hazardous materials risk, classify the materials, and apply the 
codes, standards, and regulations to prevent incidents and mitigate threats to life and property.    More info  
 

MESSAGES RECEIVED FROM EVENT ORGANISERS 

IOSC SHORT COURSE: AN INTRODUCTION TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL UNIT (EU) 
FOR NON-EU PERSONNEL (VIRTUAL) 
 

The triennial International Oil Spill Conference (IOSC)(link is external) provides an excellent opportunity to foster and strengthen 
relationships with government and industry partners, to share experiences, and keep up-to-date with the latest developments and 
technologies. As part of this effort, IOSC 2021 offers twelve Short Courses(link is external), of which scientists from OR&R will teach 
or co-teach three. 

An oil spill is fundamentally an environmental event, therefore, in many cases, the success of an emergency response can hinge on 
the strength of the Environmental Unit (EU). This course aims to educate personnel who normally fill other ICS positions about the 
roles and responsibilities of the EU and how they relate to other positions inside and outside of the Incident Command System (ICS); 
and how the EU influences decisions made throughout a response. The EU is often tasked with supporting the response effort by 
identifying resources at risk; managing the Shoreline Cleanup Assessment Technique (SCAT) program; leading Endangered Species 
Act (Section 7) and National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106) Consultations, managing waste stream, and coordinating 
internal and external environmental stakeholder issues. 

This will be a discussion-based course taught by several experienced EU practitioners representing federal, state, and responsible 
party perspectives. The discussion will be practical, informative and lively, so come join us. NOTE:  This course will be held at 1300-
1700 U.S. Eastern Time / 1800-2200 UTC.  More Information: IOSC 2021 Short Courses(link is external) 

CEDRE: CEDRE INFORMATION DAY 2021 ON CONTAINERS TO BE HELD VIRTUALLY 

After being postponed last year due to measures relating to the COVID19 pandemic, the Cedre Information Day will be held on 23rd 
March as a virtual conference. The various speakers will present remotely, and question and answer sessions will be organised so that 
attendees can interact with them. Simultaneous translation into English will be provided in an English language virtual conference 
room for all the presentations.   23 March 2021   CEDRE / More info 
 

CONTRACTS, TENDERS AND BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

INTERNATIONAL OPEN TENDER NOTIFICATION SERVICE  

This is a subscription service. Have a look to see examples of open tenders. 
 

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES: USA & EUROPE 
USA -  Government solicitations are frequently posted in Technology Innovation News Survey and US EPA Tech Direct.EUROPE – 
European Maritime Safety Agency  invitations to tender are often posted in The EMSA Newsletter.  
See “Links for other publications” for links to download current issues of these publications.  Readers are welcome to post tender 
invitations in this sectio 

https://www.lloydsmaritimeacademy.com/event/oil-spill-response-training-course/download/id/18157
https://events.economist.com/world-ocean-summit/
https://apps.usfa.fema.gov/nfacourses/catalog/details/10498
https://iosc2021.org/
https://iosc2021.org/program/short-courses
https://iosc2021.org/program/short-courses
https://wwz.cedre.fr/en/Resources/Cedre-Days/Cedre-Information-Day/Containers-2021
https://www.tender247.com/keyword/oil+spill+GlobalTenders
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

Event organisers are requested to notify ISCO immediately if a listed event is cancelled or postponed 

Your Editor is doing his best to keep this listing up-to-date but it should not be assumed that listed events have not been cancelled or postponed. It 
is recommended that you check with event organisers before finalising your attendance plans.  

If an event title is not printed in blue ink it is not hyperlinked to the event website.  This may be because the website is not yet available or because 
the link for the website has not yet been given.   

If you want to request the addition of an event please contact the Editor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Please advise the Editor if any of the above entries require correction or updating.   John.mcmurtrie@spillcontrol.org 
 

 have any questions, please contact info@iosc.org or +1-202-973-8689 

LINKS FOR DOWNLOADING AND READING OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

AMSA Update    Latest News from the Australian Maritime Safety Authority   Current issue 
ATRAC Newsletter    News from the Adriatic Training and Research Centre   October 2020 
AUSMEPA Bulletin    News from the Australian Marine Environment Protection Assoc’n  Summer 2020  
BIMCO Bulletin    Marine and shipping-related news from BIMCO     December 2020                                                                                                                                           
Newsletter from George Holliday  News and commentary on HSE issues from George Holliday  Free on request 
Cedre Newsletter    News from Cedre in Brittany, France     January 2021 
EMSA Newsletters    News from the European Maritime Safety Agency   Current issue 
Environmental Expert   Environmental News from Environmental Expert    Current issue 
GDACS Newsletter    Daily alerts for natural disasters – earthquakes, floods, typhoons, etc. Free on request 
GEF Newsletter    Monthly Newsletter from the Global Environment Facility                      Subscription 

For more information click on Title of Event 

COUNTRY 2021 TITLE OF EVENT LOCATION 

VIRTUAL EVENT March 1-5 World Ocean Initiative Summit Virtual Week Online 

VIRTUAL EVENT March 2-4 International Symposium on Plastics in the Arctic and 
Sub-Arctic Region 

Online 

VIRTUAL EVENT March 10  Regional Meeting of National Experts on the Post-
2021 Mediterranean Strategy for Prevention of and 
Response to Marine Pollution from Ships 

Online 

VIRTUAL EVENT March 15-18  OSPAR Commission – Environmental Impact of 
Human Activitires 2021 

Online 

VIRTUAL EVENT March 22-26 IMO Sub-Committee on Pollution Prevention and 
Response (PPR) 

Online 

VIRTUAL EVENT March 23 CEDRE Information Day on Containers Online 

VIRTUAL EVENT March 29-31  Meeting of the IOPC Funds’ governing bodies Online 

USA May 9 APICOM GM Meeting New Orleans LA 

NETHERLANDS May 11-12 Envirotech for Shipping Forum Rotterdam 

VIRTUAL EVENT May 10-13 International Oil Spill Conference (IOSC 2021) Online 

VIRTUAL EVENT May 20-21 European Maritime Day  Online 

VIRTUAL EVENT May 25-27 Fourteenth Meeting of the Focal Points of the 
Regional Marine Pollution Emergency Response 
Centre for the Mediterranean Sea (REMPEC) 

Online 

UAE April 6-7 HSE Forum UAE 2021 Dubai 

VIRTUAL EVENT April 8 IMO Council Meeting Online 

VIRTUAL EVENT June 8-9 Environment Analyst Global Business Summit 2021 Online 

VIRTUAL EVENT June 8-10 43rd AMOP Technical Seminar on Environmental 
Contamination and Response 

Online 
 

USA June 8-10 Elastec Spill Workshop 2021 Carmi, IL 

TUNISIA  June 15  Training on Readiness Evaluation Tool for Oil Spills Hammamet 

TUNISIA June 16-17  Regional Workshop on Oil Spill Waste Management Hammamet 

USA June 28-30 Clean Pacific Conference & Exhibition  Seattle, WA 

USA September 7-10 Hazmat Emergency Response Workshop  Sacramento, CA 

USA Sept. 13-15 Clean Waterways Conference & Exhibition Louisville, KY 

CROATIA October 26-28 Regional Workshop – Enhancing Preparedness and 
Response in the Adriatic & Mediterranean Regions 

Opatija  

CROATIA October 29  MOIG General Assembly Meeting  Opatija 

USA Nov. 16-18 Clean Gulf Conference & Exhibition San Antonio, TX 

BAHREIN Nov. 28-30 International Conference & Exhibition on Spills, 
Clean Seas & Environment 

Bahrein 

https://www.amsa.gov.au/news-community/newsletters/amsa-update-2020-editions
https://mailchi.mp/8c234a4863af/atrac-newsletter-no-08
https://www.ausmepa.org.au/em/26/
https://www.bimco.org/news/priority-news/20201202-bulletin
mailto:George%20Holliday%20%3cghholliday22@gmail.com%3e
http://wwz.cedre.fr/en/content/download/10578/file/297_EN.pdf
http://www.emsa.europa.eu/newsroom/newsletters.html
https://www.environmental-expert.com/news
https://www.gdacs.org/
https://www.thegef.org/newsletter
https://events.economist.com/world-ocean-summit/
https://www.arcticplastics2020.is/index.php/en/
https://www.arcticplastics2020.is/index.php/en/
https://www.rempec.org/en/events/rempec-events/regional-meeting-of-national-experts-on-the-post-2021-mediterranean-strategy-for-prevention-of-and-response-to-marine-pollution-from-ships
https://www.rempec.org/en/events/rempec-events/regional-meeting-of-national-experts-on-the-post-2021-mediterranean-strategy-for-prevention-of-and-response-to-marine-pollution-from-ships
https://www.rempec.org/en/events/rempec-events/regional-meeting-of-national-experts-on-the-post-2021-mediterranean-strategy-for-prevention-of-and-response-to-marine-pollution-from-ships
https://www.ospar.org/meetings/archive/environmental-impact-of-human-activities-2021
https://www.ospar.org/meetings/archive/environmental-impact-of-human-activities-2021
https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/Pages/PPR-default.aspx
https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/Pages/PPR-default.aspx
http://wwz.cedre.fr/en/Resources/Cedre-Days/Cedre-Information-Day/Containers-2021
https://documentservices.iopcfunds.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/02/IOPC-2021-Circ.2_e.pdf
https://www.apicom.org/
https://envirotechforum.com/
https://iosc2021.org/
https://ec.europa.eu/maritimeaffairs/maritimeday/index_en
https://www.rempec.org/en/events/rempec-events/fourteenth-meeting-of-the-focal-points-of-the-regional-marine-pollution-emergency-response-centre-for-the-mediterranean-sea-rempec
https://www.rempec.org/en/events/rempec-events/fourteenth-meeting-of-the-focal-points-of-the-regional-marine-pollution-emergency-response-centre-for-the-mediterranean-sea-rempec
https://www.rempec.org/en/events/rempec-events/fourteenth-meeting-of-the-focal-points-of-the-regional-marine-pollution-emergency-response-centre-for-the-mediterranean-sea-rempec
https://www.hse-forum.com/dubai
https://www.globalbusiness-summit.environment-analyst.com/?pa=true#utm_campaign=106465&utm_medium=email&utm_source=alert
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/science-technology/arctic-marine-oilspill-program.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/science-technology/arctic-marine-oilspill-program.html
https://www.mynewsletterbuilder.com/email/newsletter/1414683892
https://www.cleanpacific.org/
https://www.hazmat.org/
https://www.cleanwaterwaysevent.org/
https://www.cleangulf.org/
https://www.recso.org/2nd-international-conference-exhibition-on-spills-clean-seas-enviroment/
https://www.recso.org/2nd-international-conference-exhibition-on-spills-clean-seas-enviroment/
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LINKS FOR DOWNLOADING AND READING OTHER PUBLICATIONS (CONTINUED) 

GESAMP      Group of Experts on the Scientific Aspects of Marine Environmental Protection    Latest news     
GISEA Quarterly Newsletter   News from Global Initiative for South-East Asia    Q3 2020 
IMO News Magazine   News from the International Maritime Organization           Autumn/Winter 2020 
IMO Publishing Newsletter                    New and forthcoming IMO publications    September  2020 
ITOPF Ocean Orbit    News magazine from ITOPF with interesting spill resonse articles  February2021       
JOIFF Catalyst Newsletter   Int’l Organisation for Industrial Hazard Management   Q1 2021 issue 
Maritime Executive Magazine  Often contains articles of interest to the spill response community  Current issue 
MEDNEWS    News from UNEP Mediterranean Action Programme   02 / 2020 
MOIG Newsletter    News from the Mediterranean Oil Industry Group   February 2021 

NCEC Newsletter    News from the National Chemical Emergency Centre   December 2020 
Navigate Response    Global crisis communications network for shipping & marine  Current issue 
NOAA OR&R    Weekly round-up of news from NOAA’s Office of Response & Restoration Latest issue 
Oceanbuzz    Newsletter giving news on the Ocean Technology Industry   Current issue 

OCIMF Newsletter   News from the Oil Companies International Marine Forum  Current issue 
OHMSETT Gazette     Oil Spill Response Research & Renewable Energy Test Facility Quarterly Autumn 2020 
Oiled Wildlife Log    Bi-annual Newsletter from Tri-State Bird Rescue & Research  January 2021 
OSPAR Newsletter    Protecting & Conserving the N.E. Atlantic and its resources   End of year 2019 
PEMSEA Newsletter    Healthy oceans, people and economies in the East Asian Seas  Current issue 
Pollution Online Newsletter   News for pollution prevention & control professionals   Current issue 
Salvage World     Quarterly Newsletter of the International Salvage Union   Current issue 
Sea Alarm Foundation Newsletter                            Oiled wildlife Preparedness and Response news from Sea Alarm  Current issue 
Society of Maritime Industries  News from the UK’s maritime engineering and business services sector. October 2020 
Spill Alert     Quarterly Newsletter from UK & Ireland Spill Association   December 2020 
Technology Innovation News Survey                        News from US EPA – Contaminated Site Decontamination   Jan. 1-15, 2021 
The Maritime Advocate   Maritime News from Sandra Speares     Current issue 
USA EPA Tech Direct      Remediation of contaminated soil and groundwater   February 1, 2021 
Water Pollution & Flood News  Monthly round-ups of UK & Worldwide Spill and Flood News  Free on request 
WestMOPoCo                                                               Western Mediterranean Region Marine Oil & HNS Pollution Co-operation  November 2020 

 
Your editor depends on regular receipt of updated URL links for listed publications. If these are not received, relevant entries will be 
discontinued. Publishers are kindly requested to advise the editor john.mcmurtrie@spillcontrol.org  if any of the links are not up-to-
date. 
 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 

NEW EDITION OF ITOPF’S OCEAN ORBIT PUBLISHED 
 
February 18 - In a year dominated by Covid-19, the latest issue of Ocean Orbit reports on the steps ITOPF 
has taken to continue delivering its key services during these challenging and unprecedented times. 
We highlight a selection of cases that we have been involved with during the past 18 months, and report 
on some of our work to support preparedness activities and R&D. 

We look at the ‘life cycle’ of a typical spill from notification, through mobilisation to claims assessment 
and lessons learnt, and hear from four of our newer Technical Advisers on how they’ve found their early 
experiences in the role. 

The newsletter also contains features on ship groundings on coral reefs and the global distribution of 
tanker spills over the last 50 years. Ocean Orbit is currently only available in electronic format. Please 
download a copy  - Ocean Orbit 2021 (3.29 kB) 
 

EMSA - ANNUAL OVERVIEW OF MARINE CASUALTIES AND INCIDENTS 2020 
 
February 19 - EMSA has published the Annual Overview of Marine Casualties and Incidents, presenting statistical data on marine 
casualties and incidents for the year 2019 as well as for the 2014-2019 period.  
 
The annual overview is one of the most downloaded publications produced by EMSA, showing the interest of the maritime sector and 
the public in general. The statistics presented were produced from data uploaded to the European Marine Casualty Information 
Platform by the marine accident investigation bodies of the EU member states.  
 
General figures show: 3 062 occurrences reported in 2019 – a decrease of 200 on 2018; the total number of occurrences recorded in 
the EMCIP database over this period stands at 19 500, representing an average of 3 236 marine casualties or incidents per year over 
the period covered; and, a total of 833 investigations launched during the 2014-2019 period, for which 2200 measures or safety 
recommendations have been issued so far. 
http://www.emsa.europa.eu/newsroom/latest-news/item/4333-newsletter-february-2021.html 

http://www.gesamp.org/news
http://www.gisea.org/uploads/files/29/GISEA-Quarterly_Newsletter_Q32020.pdf
https://issuu.com/imo-news/docs/imo_news_-_autumn_winter_issue_-_2020
http://www.imo.org/en/Publications/Documents/Newsletters%20and%20Flyers/Newsletters/sep_b2c2020.html
https://www.itopf.org/news-events/news/article/new-edition-of-ocean-orbit-published-4/
https://joiff.com/catalystdir/
https://maritime-executive.com/magazine
http://www.info-rac.org/en/communication/newsletter/med-news-02-2020
http://www.medoilgroup.org/newsletters/Newsletter_Issue_36.pdf
https://the-ncec.com/en/news-en/ncec-newsletter-%E2%80%93-december-2020
https://www.navigateresponse.com/
http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/orr-weekly-report
https://www.oceanbusiness.com/oceanbuzz/issues/?
https://www.ocimf.org/news/newsletter
https://www.ohmsett.com/gazette/Ohmsett%20Gazette%20Fall%202020_Digital.pdf
https://tristatebird.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Oiled-Wildlife-Log_Volume-3-3.pdf
https://www.ospar.org/emails/end-of-year-news-2019
http://www.pemsea.org/publications/magazines-and-newsletters
https://www.pollutiononline.com/resource/news
http://www.marine-salvage.com/salvage-world/
https://www.sea-alarm.org/publications/news_archive/
https://mailchi.mp/2ec73d7af8b0/smi-weekly-newsletter?e=85aeffc2eb
https://issuu.com/ukeirespill/docs/spill_alert_-_issue_19_-_digital
https://clu-in.org/products/tins/
https://themaritimeadvocate.com/
https://clu-in.org/techdirect/td022021.htm
mailto:business.synergies@me.com
https://www.westmopoco.rempec.org/en/news-events/newsletters
mailto:john.mcmurtrie@spillcontrol.org
https://www.itopf.org/fileadmin/data/Documents/Company_Lit/Ocean_Orbit_2021_lo_password_protected.pdf
http://www.emsa.europa.eu/newsroom/latest-news/item/4333-newsletter-february-2021.html
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JOB VACANCIES  

 
 

REMPEC LAUNCHES THE RECRUITMENT PROCESS                                
FOR A JUNIOR PROFESSIONAL OFFICER 
 

February 23 - The Secretary-General of the International Maritime Organization (IMO) has announced a position for Junior 
Professional Officer at the Regional Marine Pollution Emergency Response Centre for the Mediterranean Sea (REMPEC) in Malta, 
through IMO Circular Letter No. 4353 dated 17 February 2021, a copy of which is attached herewith in English for ease of reference. 

 
The IMO Junior Professional Officer (JPO) programme is a voluntary programme under which IMO Member States sponsor the 
secondment of young professionals from their country to work at IMO. All positions are subject to funding by the relevant IMO 
Member State and the appointment is limited to the period of funding. Contracts are fixed term for one (1) year with the possibility 
of extension, subject to satisfactory performance, for up to a total of three (3) years. IMO does not guarantee employment beyond 
this period of contract as a JPO. 

 
As stated in IMO Circular Letter No. 4353, IMO Member States willing to participate in the programme are encouraged to submit a 
maximum of three (3) applicants for the JPO position at REMPEC. Only applications submitted through the respective IMO Member 
State will be considered. 

All applications should be sent by e-mail to: msp@imo.org, by the sponsoring IMO Member State quoting “Position number: JPO 20-
05” and accompanied by an IMO Personal History Form, a copy of which is also attached herewith in English for ease of reference. 
The deadline for applications is 17 June 2021 and it would be appreciated if, in the meantime, you could kindly disseminate this 
vacancy announcement to interested parties. It is expected that the selected JPO will take up his/her assignment at REMPEC before 
the end of 2021. 
 
In case you need to look at this notice again later, it can also be viewed at - https://spillcontrol.org/2013/02/04/job-vacancies/ 

 
INCIDENT REPORTS 

ISRAEL: TARBALL POLLUTION OF ISRAEL’S MEDITERRANEAN SHORELINE 
 
Editor: There are hundreds of media reports on this incident. Continuing from the report in last week’s ISCO newsletter, I am giving 
our readers links to selected press reports that contribute added information to the developing scenario. The reports are in 
chronological order of their publication dates. To download additional report content, click on the name of the publication. 
 
Feb 21 - Tarballs From Unknown Source Wash Up on 100 Miles of Israeli Shoreline.   The Maritime Executive 
 
Feb 21 - Israel PM visits beach affected by oil spill, including video.   Ruptly TV 
 
Feb 22 - Israel shuts Mediterranean shore after oil devastates coast.    Economic Times 
 
Feb 22 - Israel Investigates Ships As Source Of Mystery Offshore Oil Spill.    gCaptain  
 
Feb 22 - Israel has imposed a gag order on sensitive details surrounding its investigation into a major oil spill    Telegraph 
 
Feb 23 - Israeli Public Broadcasting Corporation KAN reported on Feb 22, that MINERVA HELEN is suspected in this spill. Manager of 
tanker, Greek company Minerva Marine, denied any involvement in this accident. So far, speculations and allegations. Only chemical 
analysis of samples, and all ship’s operations related records investigations, may present substantial evidence.   Maritime Bulletin 
 
Feb 23 - Oil Spill Off Israel's Shores Spreads to Lebanon    Haaretz 
 
Feb 23 - Government allocates NIS 45 million to clean up tar-polluted beaches.    The Times of Israel 
 
Feb 24 - Over 70 tons of tar cleaned from Israel's beaches since oil spill    The Jerusalem Post 
 
Feb 25 - Environment Ministry defends response to oil spill: ‘We had no early warning’    The Times of Israel 
 

mailto:msp@imo.org
https://spillcontrol.org/2013/02/04/job-vacancies/
https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/tarballs-from-unknown-source-wash-up-on-100-miles-of-israeli-shoreline
https://www.ruptly.tv/en/videos/20210221-039-Israel--PM-Netanyahu-visits-polluted-beach-in-Ashdod-after-oil-spill
https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/oil-and-gas/israel-shuts-mediterranean-shore-after-oil-devastates-coast/81144465
https://gcaptain.com/israel-mystery-offshore-crude-oil-spill/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-f05dd08d26-139903897&mc_cid=f05dd08d26&mc_eid=432e1339aa
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2021/02/22/israel-issues-gag-order-oil-spill-behind-severe-ecological-disaster/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2021/02/22/israel-issues-gag-order-oil-spill-behind-severe-ecological-disaster/
http://www.maritimebulletin.net/
https://www.haaretz.com/middle-east-news/disastrous-oil-spill-off-israel-s-shores-spreads-to-lebanon-1.9559189
https://www.timesofisrael.com/government-allocates-nis-45-million-to-clean-up-tar-polluted-beaches/
https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/over-70-tons-of-tar-cleaned-from-israels-beaches-since-oil-spill-660062
https://www.timesofisrael.com/environment-ministry-defends-response-to-oil-spill-we-had-no-early-warning/
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INCIDENT REPORTS (CONTINUED) 

 
Feb 25 - Israel Bans Seafood From its Mediterranean Coast    The Maritime Executive  
 
Feb 28 - Greek tanker cleared of suspicion for oil spill that polluted Israel’s beaches    The Times of Israel 
 

MAURITIUS: WAKASHIO CAPTAIN CONFIRMS HE NAVIGATED CLOSE TO SHORE TO 
PICK UP CELL SIGNAL, BUT BLAMES CHIEF OFFICER FOR GROUNDING 
 
February 22 - The captain of the ill-fated bulk carrier M/V Wakashio told a Mauritius court that he navigated the ship closer to land to 
allow his crew members to pick up cell phone service so they could connect with loved ones back home, but said ultimately it was his 
Chief Officer who ran the ship aground back in July.    gCaptain / Read more  
 

IRELAND: INLAND FISHERIES IRELAND AND LONGFORD COUNTY COUNCIL  
INVESTIGATE OIL SPILL IN LOCAL RIVER 
 
February 22 - Longford County Council confirmed that its staff, in co-ordination with Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI), were on site 
investigating the oil spill from early on Thursday. 
 
A spokesperson said, “The area of interest is located south west of Longford town and includes sections of the Ballyminion stream 
and of the Camlin river. One of our main objectives is to curtain the extent of the oil spill and to mitigate its impact on said water 
courses; and work on these activities is ongoing at present.”    Longford Leader / Read more 
 

SPAIN: VIDEO: COCAINE SMUGGLERS SINK THEIR OWN SHIP TO EVADE  
PROSECUTION 
 
February 24 - Spanish authorities intercepted a merchant tanker carrying 3,000 kilos of cocaine in the Bay of Biscay - and in an unusual 
twist, they claim that the vessel's crewmembers sank their own ship in an attempt to avoid prosecution. According to the Guardia 
Civil, the suspected smugglers had opened "some device that caused the rapid flooding of all the compartments of the ship with the 
intention of not leaving any trace of its illicit cargo, [and] in little more than two hours, the ship sank completely." 
 
The nine crew members - all Georgian and Turkish nationals - will be handed over to judicial authorities for prosecution. As for the 
wreck, a spill-response vessel has been dispatched to the site of the sinking to address any pollution that may come to the surface.                      
The Maritime Executive / Read more 
 

LEBANON: UNIFIL TO TRY TO HELP LEBANON AFTER OIL SPILL 
 
February 26 - United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon spokesperson Andrea Tenenti said Friday that UNIFIL would look into how it 
can help Lebanon counter the threats from an oil spill from Israel that arrived on Lebanon's southern shoes on Sunday. 
 
Tenenti was quoted by the NNA news agency as saying : ""With regard to the oil and tar spill that reached parts of Lebanon's southern 
shores, local authorities have contacted the UNIFIL inquiring about the assistance that could be provided within the limits of our 
capabilities and available equipment." President Michel Aoun had on Thursday asked that the ''extent of the damage in each polluted 
area be assessed" and that ways be found to limit the negative effects of the spill. 
 
The previous day Aoun had asked outgoing foreign minister Sharbel Wehbe to follow the matter closely with the UN and international 
organizations, paying special attention to the possibility of lodging a case against Israel for the polluting of the Lebanese coast.                       
ANSAmed / Read more                       
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this newsletter is accurate unintentional 
mistakes can occur.  No liability for consequences of errors is accepted but, if an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be 
printed in a following issue of this newsletter.  Products and services featured in the ISCO Newsletter and/or the ISCO website, 
including the International Directory of Spill Response Supplies and Services, have not been tested, approved or endorsed by ISCO. 
Any claims made by suppliers of products or services are solely those of the suppliers and ISCO does not accept any liability for their 
accuracy. It should not be assumed that views and opinions expressed in linked reports, articles and other content reflect the views 
of the organization.  Subscription is subject to acceptance of ISCO’s Terms and Conditions as published on the website 
www.spillcontrol.org and your acceptance of ISCO’s Data Protection and Privacy Policy. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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