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UN CONSIDERS NEW SOLUTIONS FOR 
AGING YEMEN FSO SAFER 

 
UN envoy Martin Griffits addressed the efforts for the FSO Safer  

(UN Photo/Eskinder Debebe) 

June 16 - The United Nation’s Special Envoy to Yemen, British diplomat Martin Griffiths, 
is talking about new approaches to the stalemate that is currently preventing the U.N.’s 
plans to address the aging FSO holding one million barrels of oil anchored off Yemen. 
Experts have warned that the vessel is in danger of leaking, which would cause an 
environmental disaster in the Red Sea region. 
 
“We’re focused on trying to make this thing happen at the moment, but ... you’d be 
stupid if you didn’t also look over the horizon and say, ̀ Is there a better way to do this?’” 
the Associated Press is reporting Griffiths said after conducting a briefing to the UN 
Security Council. The diplomat who is completing a three-year assignment as a peace 
envoy spoke of the miscommunications and frustrations in not having been able to 
proceed with the UN’s proposed assessment of the vessel, but noted that “If there’s a 
quicker way to do it, we should all be happy.” 

ISCO & THE ISCO NEWSLETTER 

The International Spill Control Organization, a 
not-for profit organization dedicated to raising 
worldwide preparedness and co-operation in 
response to oil and chemical spills, promoting 
technical development and professional 
competency, and to providing a focus for making 
the knowledge and experience of spill control 
professionals available to Intergovernmental,  
Governmental, NGO’s and interested groups and 
individuals 
 
ISCO holds consultative status at the 
International Maritime Organisation and 
observer Status at International Oil Pollution 
Compensation Funds 
 
ISCO COMMITTEE & COUNCIL 
ISCO is managed by an EXECUTIVE  

Directors  
• Mr David Usher,  President                      (USA)                      
• Mr Neil Marson, Secretary General        (UK)                                      
• Mr John McMurtrie,  VP and Editor        (UK)  
• Ms Mary Ann Dalgleish, VP M’ship        (USA) 
 
Committee Members 
• Mr Li Guobin                                   (China)  
• M. Jean Claude Sainlos                 (France)  
• Mr Kerem Kemerli                         (Turkey)  
• Mr Marc Shaye                               (USA)  
• Mr Dan Sheehan                            (USA)  
• Captain Bill Boyle                           (UK) 
• Lord Rickaby                                   (UK) 
• Mr Matthew Sommerville           (UK) 
 
Assisted by COUNCIL  
(National Representatives) 
• Mr John Wardrop                         (Australia)  
• Mr Osman Tarzumanov               (Azerbaijan)  
•  TBA                                                  (Brazil) 
• Dr Merv Fingas                              (Canada)  
• Captain Davy T. S. Lau                 (China)  
• Mr Darko Domovic                       (Croatia)  
• Eng. Ashraf Sabet                         (Egypt)  
• Mr Torbjorn Hedrenius               (Estonia)  
• Mr Pauli Einarsson                       (Faroe Islands)  
• TBA                      (Greece)  
• Captain D. C. Sekhar                    (India)  
• Major Ben Benny                         (Israel) 
• Mr Sanjay Gandhi                        (Kenya)  
• Mr Dennis van der Veen            (Netherlands)           
• Chief Kola Agboke                       (Nigeria)  
• Mr Carlos Sagrera                        (Panama)  
• TBA                                                 (Singapore)              
• Mrs Fatima B. Shaik                    (South Africa)  
• Dr Ali Saeed Al Ameri                  (UAE)  
• Mr Kevin Miller                             (UK) 
• Dr Manik Sardessai                      (USA) 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

mailto:info@spillcontrol.org
http://www.spillcontrol.org/
https://bit.ly/3eUnl4f
https://bit.ly/38Rk9Td
https://bit.ly/3fQOMMZ


 2 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS (CONTINUED)                                                                                               

Griffiths noted that he had largely been in an observer’s role for the past three years, 
but this summer he is transitioning to a new position as Under-Secretary-General for 
Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator in the UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. He will have more direct responsibilities 

In addition to trying to make the technical mission work, he said, “I think we should 
also look at what are the options.” Asked by reporters what options might be available, 
Griffiths declined to detail all the alternatives, but spoke of “commercial private sector 
efforts,” saying there were multiple offers. He noted that Iranian officials have offered 
a replacement vessel to satisfy the Houthis who want to retain control of the oil stored 
on board and the future potential to restore Yemen’s oil trade. 
The Maritime Executive / Read more 

MORE INTERNATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF                                                                                            

NEWS FROM CEDRE - 7TH OCEANWISE PROJECT 
COORDINATION MEETING 
June 8 - On 19th May, we took part in the 7th coordination meeting of the European 
project OceanWise, held online. The purpose of this meeting was to review the 
progress of the project, led by the Portuguese Directorate-General for Natural 
Resources, Safety and Maritime Services (DGRM), which aims to reduce the presence 
of foamed polystyrene in the marine environment. This meeting was the opportunity 
to discuss the organisation of the 4th and final participatory workshop to develop 
proposals for measures to reduce this type of marine litter and promote a more circular 
economy for foamed polystyrene, through the involvement of different parties. This 
workshop, scheduled for 15th September, will be run concurrently in the five project 
countries (Spain, Ireland, France, Portugal and the UK). More information coming soon. 
Read more in the May 2021 issue of the CEDRE newsletter 

REAL EXERCISES AT SEA FOR EMSA POLLUTION             
RESPONSE SERVICES START AGAIN 
June 8 - Following a year in which there were very few pollution response exercises at 
sea, national authorities are now keen to get back on the water and train their oil 
pollution response capacities in a practical setting. As always, EMSA is available with a 
range of services (vessels, EAS, RPAS and CleanSeaNet) to support these exercises, 
and has already received requests to participate in five exercises during 2021. The 
first of these exercises – the RAMOGEPOL - took place on 26-27 May off Corsica, with 
the aim of testing the coordination between the RAMOGE partners France, Italy and 
Monaco, and international/European resources at their disposal. The exercise 
simulated oil spill damage caused by an oil tanker at sea (26 May), subsequently 
washing up on shore (27 May). EMSA provided the services of the OPR vessel 
Brezzamare and lightweight RPAS launched from the French Navy vessel Pionnier. 
The exercise was successful, and all participants were pleased at the outcome, and 
happy with the support provided by EMSA.  Read more in EMSA June Newsletter 

NEW MEDIUM SIZE POLLUTION RESPONSE 
EQUIPMENT STARTS BEING DELIVERED TO EMSA  
June 8 - Starting with the second quarter of 2021, EMSA has further enhanced its 
range of oil pollution response equipment, by adding three types of medium-sized 
equipment systems – high-speed integrated containment and storage system; low 
speed containment system; oil recovery skimmer - within its Equipment Assistance 
Service arrangements. These systems are meant to be operated by smaller vessels of 

opportunity, thus diversifying even further the toolbox available across European waters. These new equipment systems, given their 
more compact size, also allow for easier road and air transport, if needed. More detailed information on these systems is available 
on EMSA’s website.  Read more in EMSA June Newsletter 

GEF COUNCIL ENDORSES $281 MILLION FOR URGENT ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION 
June 14 - The latest work program will help developing countries’ clean, resilient, blue, and green recovery from COVID-19, with  

 MEMBERSHIP OF ISCO 

Benefits of Membership 
Online Membership Application Form 

ADVANCE YOUR CAREER BY GAINING 
PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION. 

Professional recognition is a visible mark of 
quality, competence and commitment, and can 
give you a significant advantage in today’s 
competitive environment.  

All who have the relevant qualifications and the 
required level of experience can apply for 
Professional Membership of ISCO.  

The organization offers independent validation 
and integrity. Each grade of membership reflects 
an individual’s professional training, experience 
and qualifications.  

You can apply for Student Membership, Associate 
Membership (AMISCO), MEMBERSHIP (MISCO) or 
FELLOWSHIP (FISCO) 

About Professional Membership 
Professional-membership application form 

YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN THE ISCO 
DISCUSSION GROUP ON LINKED-IN 

  Click on the link below - 
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4016064/ 

TO RECEIVE THE FREE ISCO 
NEWSLETTER 

Go to www.spillcontrol.org and enter your name 
and email address in the Registration Form 
(located on the right-hand side of the home page) 
then click on “subscribe” 
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http://emsa.europa.eu/index.php?option=com_flexicontent&view=item&cid=2&id=4431:newsletter-june-2021&Itemid=2
http://emsa.europa.eu/index.php?option=com_flexicontent&view=item&cid=2&id=4431:newsletter-june-2021&Itemid=2
https://spillcontrol.org/benefits-of-membership/
https://spillcontrol.org/membership-application-form/
https://spillcontrol.org/about-professional-membership/
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MORE INTERNATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF (CONTINUED)                                                                                            

targeted support for marine biodiversity, fisheries, chemical management, biodiversity, climate change, landscapes, e-mobility, 
green buildings, and mercury-free mining. 

On the opening day of its 60th meeting, the Global Environment Facility’s governing body approved a $281 million work program 
designed to further support developing countries’ sustainable recovery from COVID-19 and to build on growing international 
momentum toward international climate, and biodiversity goals. 

Carlos Manuel Rodriguez, the GEF’s CEO and Chairperson, thanked the 184-country partnership for working hard to keep 
environmental issues high on the agenda throughout COVID-19, and to find ways to efficiently design and advance priority initiatives 
for a strong pipeline of projects.   GEF / Read more 

OSPAR’S MEETING ON MARINE LITTER 2021 
June 14 - OSPAR’s enthusiastic marine litter experts met online from 9-10 June 2021. The meeting agreed a new communication 
toolkit for its first regional action plan for marine litter (ML-RAP) 2014-21 and progress was made on other outstanding actions. 
Updates were also given on the progress of indicators which will contribute towards OSPAR’s next full assessment of the North-East 
Atlantic due in 2023 (the QSR). The seafloor litter, beach litter and microplastics in sediment expert groups all reported that they 
had been made substantial progress on their indicators.   OSPAR / Read more 

ITOPF PARTICIPATES IN 43RD AMOP TECHNICAL SEMINAR 

June 14 - ITOPF was one of the speakers at the 43rd AMOP technical seminar on environmental contamination and response 
organised by Environment and Climate Change Canada. This event ran virtually from 8th – 10th June 2021. Dr Angela Pinzón gave a 
presentation on recent case studies, highlighting the mystery spill in Brazil (2019) and the incident involving bulk carrier WAKASHIO, 
Mauritius (2020). The talk was well received and attracted a number of questions from the audience.   ITOPF / Read more 

SRI LANKA – PRESS RELEASE FROM CEDRE 
In the picture: Camille Lacroix et Stephane Le Floch, chefs de services au 
Cedre 

June 14 - Pollution in Sri Lanka: Commissioned by the United Nations, Cedre 
sends two experts on site - Following the sinking of the fire‐stricken MV X‐
Press Pearl, a large oil spill is threatening the coastline of Sri Lanka, who 
authorities have sought international assistance. At the request of the French 
Secretariat‐General for the Sea (SGMer), two expert scientists from Cedre 
will leave Brest on Tuesday for an on‐site mission set to last several weeks.  

Background - The MV X‐Press Pearl is a container ship that entered into 
service in February 2021 and is operated by the Singapore‐based company 
X‐Press Feeders. The vessel was carrying a cargo including nitric acid, several 

containers of plastic pellets and chemical substances. According to the shipowner, the vessel had 350 tonnes of fuel oil on board. On 
20th May, as the vessel approached the Port of Colombo (Sri Lanka), a fire broke out onboard. On the 25th, the crew was 
evacuated. Many containers fell overboard; plastic pellets and various other debris began to wash up on the beaches in the south‐
west of Sri Lanka. The blaze raged from 20th May to 1st June and burned itself out after destroying the entire ship. Despite an 
attempt to tow the vessel, the ship sank on 2nd June. On the 6th, the Sri Lankan authorities requested European assistance, calling 
for equipment andexpertise (both on site and remote) from the United Nations. 

Two experts from Cedre commissioned by SGMer - At the request of the French Secretariat‐General for the Sea, Cedre immediately 
offered assistance and proposed two experts: Camille Lacroix, Aquatic Litter Monitoring and Studies Department Manager, and 
Stéphane Le Floch, Research Department Manager. Following a discussion with the Sri Lankan authorities, this proposal was 
accepted and they will leave on Tuesday for Colombo, where they will join a mission coordinated by the United Nations 
(UNEP/OCHA Joint Environment Unit). 

An assessment and consultancy mission for the authorities - The two scientists, both very experienced in the fields of oil, chemical 
and plastic pollution, will be tasked with conducting an initial review of capacities and needs for responding to the risks and 
immediate impacts, rapidly assessing the environmental impact and providing technical advice to the authorities on spill response, 
clean‐up, restoration and environmental monitoring actions to be conducted in the short and longer term. Under the leadership of 
the United Nations Resident Coordinator, they will liaise with the Delegation of the European Union in Colombo, the national 
authorities and other stakeholders. 

Recognised expertise - Cedre is familiar with this type of mission and has demonstrated its expertise during major incidents for 
overforty years. Cedre received a Green Star Award attributed by the United Nations Environment Programme, the United Nations 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs and Green Cross International in 2015. Stéphane Doll, Director of Cedre, affirms 
“This new call‐out once again confirms the confidence placed in Cedre and our team by the French, European and international 
authorities”.    https://wwz.cedre.fr/en 

https://www.thegef.org/news/gef-council-endorses-281-million-urgent-environmental-action
https://www.ospar.org/news/ospars-meeting-on-marine-litter-2021
https://www.itopf.org/news-events/news/article/itopf-participates-in-43rd-amop-technical-seminar/
https://wwz.cedre.fr/en
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MORE INTERNATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF (CONTINUED)                                                                                            

MEET THE 2021 GOLDMAN ENVIRONMENTAL PRIZE WINNERS 
June 15 - This year marks the 32nd anniversary of the prestigious Goldman Environmental Prize, which honors one grassroots 
activist from each of the six inhabited continents. 

The 2021 prize winners are Sharon Lavigne from the United States, Gloria Majiga-Kamoto from Malawi, Thai Van Nguyen from 
Vietnam, Maida Bilal from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kimiko Hirata from Japan, and Liz Chicaje Churay from Peru. 

The prestigious Goldman Environmental Prize, also known as the “Green Nobel Prize” will be awarded today to six environmental 
activists, one from each of the world’s inhabited continents.   Mongabay / Read more 

EUROWA-2: PROMOTING THE PROJECT TO REGIONAL AGREEMENT MEETINGS 
AROUND EUROPE 

June 15 - Authorities from the Baltic, North and 
Mediterranean Sea regions learned more about the EUROWA-
2 project at their meetings during the first half of the year. 
Sea Alarm, as EUROWA Secretariat, represented EUROWA at 
these online meetings, the first of which introduced EUROWA-
2 to the Baltic countries at the meeting of the HELCOM Expert 
Working Group for Oiled Wildlife Response (EWG-OWR) in 
February.  The second presentation was given at the Bonn 
Agreement’s Working Group on Operational, Technical and 
Scientific Questions Concerning Counter Pollution Activities 
(OTSOPA) meeting in May, and a short presentation was also 
made at the Barcelona Convention’s 14th REMPEC Focal Point 
Meeting, also held in May.    EUROWA / Read more 

BIMCO LAUNCHES INITIATIVES TO ADDRESS SHIPPING’S PLASTIC FOOTPRINT 
June 17 - With discussions at the International Maritime Organization’s (IMO) Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) 
meeting (held 10 to 17 June 2021) on sea-based sources of marine plastic delayed until the end of the year, BIMCO is looking at 
what the shipping industry can to do reduce its plastic footprint to ensure momentum is not lost in the absence of formal 
discussions at the IMO. 

BIMCO has therefore taken initiatives to highlight that plastic pollution remains a significant threat to the marine environment. In 
light of delays in international action and discussion, BIMCO is looking at a number of initiatives to approach how shipping can 
reduce its plastics footprint. These initiatives include: 

BIMCO will support the phasing out of single use plastic bottles when replaced by eg fully biodegradable water bottles or onboard 
systems that provide safe and good quality potable water, and will be launching a campaign towards the end of this year to enable 
this. BIMCO will be running a series of activities to look at shipping and microplastics, beginning with a roundtable at London 
International Shipping Week that will explore grey water as a source of microplastics, and will look into the role of regulation plus 
examine what action owners, operators, managers and seafarers could take to reduce any impact. (see Upcoming Events – London 
International Shipping Week 2021)    BIMCO / Read more 

ONE YEAR EXTENSION FOR IMO GLOLITTER PROJECT 

June 17 - The IMO's GloLitter Partnerships Project, which aims to help the maritime transport and fishing sectors in developing 
countries move towards a low-plastics future, has been granted a one year extension by the initial funding body, Norwegian Agency 
for Development Cooperation (Norad). The USD 4.6 million project was originally launched in December 2019 with a deadline of 
2023 but faced delays in implementation because of the COVID-19 pandemic. As a result, NORAD has approved an extension to June 
2024. 

"A low plastics future is vital to maintain a healthy marine ecosystem. This extension demonstrates the faith that NORAD has in our 
ability to deliver the goals of the GloLitter Partnerships Project. Our ambition is to have this project serve as an example of best 
practice and inspire other countries to take action against marine plastic litter," said Jose Matheickal, Chief, IMO Department for 
Partnerships and Projects”.  IMO / Read more 

UN ADOPTS BAN ON HEAVY FUEL OIL USE BY SHIPS IN ARCTIC 
June 17 - The United Nations shipping agency on Thursday adopted a ban on the use of heavy fuel oil in the Arctic region while 
green groups said the regulations contained loopholes which will allow many vessels to keep sailing without enough regulatory 
control. 

https://news.mongabay.com/2021/06/meet-the-2021-goldman-environmental-prize-winners/?ct=t(RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN)
https://eurowa.eu/promoting-eurowa-2-to-regional-agreement-meetings-around-europe/
https://londoninternationalshippingweek.com/event/bimco-roundtable/
https://londoninternationalshippingweek.com/event/bimco-roundtable/
https://www.bimco.org/news/environment-protection/20210617-bimco-launches-initiatives
https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/Pages/WhatsNew-1618.aspx


 5 

MORE INTERNATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF (CONTINUED)                                                                                            

Antarctic waters are protected by stringent regulations, including a ban on heavy oil fuel (HFO) adopted in 2011, even though no 
cargo moves through the turbulent southern waters. For the Arctic, the rules have been looser. 

In a virtual session of its Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) the UN's International Maritime Organization (IMO) 
approved a ban on the use of HFO and its carriage for use by ships in Arctic waters after July 1, 2024. 

A series of exemptions and waivers would mean a complete HFO ban would only come into effect in mid-2029, which campaigners 
the Clean Arctic Alliance said would amount to "endorsing continued Arctic pollution".    Reuters / Read more 

NEWS REPORTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD                                                                                                                                                                     

No news from your part of the world? You can correct this by sending in news reports that will be of interest to the spill response 
community in your own country and the wider world. Send your news to your editor -  john.mcmurtrie@spillcontrol.org 

AUSTRALIA: AMSA TO PILOT SHIP GARBAGE RECYCLING PROGRAM 

 

June 8 – AMSA is developing a nationally consistent framework to support recycling for international ships visiting Australian ports. 

Under the MARPOL Convention for the prevention of pollution from ships, Australia must ensure port reception facilities are available 
to meet the waste disposal needs of visiting international ships. In response to increasing concerns about marine plastic litter, the 
IMO adopted an Action Plan to address marine plastic litter from ships, which identified the need to improve reception facilities to 
encourage recycling and reduce potential marine plastic litter.  

Following on from a successful pilot conducted in 2018 at the ports of Brisbane and Hay Point in Queensland, AMSA is currently 
developing a national framework that will address several challenges to accepting recycling from international ships. These include 
the remoteness of some ports and access to recycling plants, not causing undue delay to shipping, and importantly, ensuring that 
Australia’s biosecurity is not compromised.    AMSA / Read more 

CANADA: GOVERNMENT INVESTS IN PARTNERSHIPS TO SUPPORT FRESHWATER 
HABITAT RESEARCH 
June 16 - Freshwater habitats include the numerous lakes, rivers, streams and waterways that are part of Canada’s diverse aquatic 
ecosystem. These versatile habitats and species that call them home have been affected by human activity and environmental 
changes. The Government of Canada is committed to supporting research that will study and inform us on how we can sustainably 
protect freshwater habitats for all Canadians. 

Today, the Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and the Canadian Coast Guard, the Honourable Bernadette Jordan, announced $805,999 over 
three years in funding for three freshwater habitat research projects. This funding supports research focused on studying the 
relationships between environmental impacts and freshwater fish and fish habitat, including cumulative stressors, freshwater 
connectivity and fish passage, as part of a broader freshwater habitat science program across Canada.                                                                                       
Fisheries & Oceans Canada / Read more 

CHINA STARTS TACKLING COLOSSAL PLASTIC POLLUTION PROBLEM 

June 17 - China is the world's largest producer and consumer of plastic products. For years, most of it has ended up in poorly managed 
landfills, which go on to pollute the environment and oceans. But a series of new laws in effect since January 2020 aim to significantly 
reduce plastic pollution over five years by phasing out single-use plastic, encouraging research and development of plastic alternatives 
and improving waste management and recycling. So are these goals realistic and is China willing to kick its plastic addiction? Our 
correspondents report.    France 24 / Watch the video 

https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/un-adopts-ban-heavy-fuel-oil-use-by-ships-arctic-2021-06-17/
mailto:john.mcmurtrie@spillcontrol.org
https://www.amsa.gov.au/news-community/news-and-media-releases/amsa-pilot-ship-garbage-recycling-program
https://www.canada.ca/en/fisheries-oceans/news/2021/06/government-of-canada-invests-in-partnerships-to-support-freshwater-habitat-research.html
https://www.france24.com/en/tv-shows/focus/20210617-plastic-pollution-china-starts-tackling-colossal-problem?ct=t(RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN)
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NEWS REPORTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD (CONTINUED)                                                                                                                                                                   

FRANCE: CEDRE REPORTS ON THE IPoMaC PROJECT 
June 11- As part of the IPoMaC project relating to response to marine chemical pollution, Cedre provided technical support to CEPPOL 
for trials at sea aimed at assessing the potential of different sensors to detect chemical slicks drifting at sea. During these trials, the 
French Navy tested the sensors onboard their aircraft, Cedre evaluated the use of a portable infrared camera and Onera and Télops 
tested emerging hyperspectral and multispectral sensors. The possibilities for using drones in slick detection were also assessed via 
services proposed by Drone Response.   CEDRE / Read more in the May 2021 issue of the CEDRE newsletter  

INDIA: PLEA TO FORM OIL SPILL CRISIS MANAGEMENT GROUPS 

June 17 - The Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court on Thursday sought response from the Centre and the State on a public interest 
litigation petition that sought a direction for constitution of Oil Spill Crisis Management Groups at State and district levels as per the 
National Oil Spill Disaster Contingency Plan-2015. 

The petitioner said the plan assigned task-based responsibilities to government departments and agencies. It provided a framework 
for coordination of integrated response by the departments and the agencies to protect environment from oil pollution. As per the 
Plan, the government of every coastal State should constitute a State-level Oil Spill Crisis Management Group. But, despite witnessing 
many oil spills, Tamil Nadu was yet to constitute the group, he said.   The Hindu / Read more 

INDONESIA FACES A MARINE PLASTIC "EMERGENCY" 

 

Plastic waste deposited in a mangrove reserve on Jakarta’s coast by one of the 13 rivers that run through the capital. The Indonesian 
government has committed to reducing marine plastic debris by up to 70 percent by 2025. (Image copyright: Nabiha Shahab / 

June 13 - The UN has called marine plastic pollution “a slow-motion catastrophe," and a recent study found Indonesia to be the second 
largest contributor to it after China. Overconsumption of single-use plastic and bad waste management are largely to blame. 

Indonesia has some of the most biodiverse and important coral reef systems in the world. But, over the past few decades, those 
habitats have faced a number of challenges, including plastic pollution. 

According to the UN, around eight million tonnes of plastic are dumped into the ocean every year. Indonesia contributes more than 
600,000 tonnes of that, estimates the Indonesian Institute of Sciences.   The Maritime Executive / Read more 

KUWAIT: INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT PROJECT FOR COASTAL MANAGEMENT 
June 15 - Within the concerted efforts between the state authorities to enrich the environmental issue, the meeting took place in 
the presence of His Excellency Sheikh Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Hamoud Al-Sabah, Director General of the Environment Public 
Authority and Chairman of the Board of Directors with representatives of the Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research, where the 
Institute presented a visual presentation of the most important outputs, results and recommendations for the project (Integrated 
Management of Coastal Management).  in the State of Kuwait), where this project is considered among the efforts exerted in 
pursuit of the sustainable development of the State of Kuwait. 

https://epa.org.kw/en-US/NewsArchive/Id/1075 

https://www.defense.gouv.fr/marine/enjeux/environnement/sauvegarde-maritime/ceppol/ceppol
https://www.onera.fr/fr
https://www.telops.com/fr/
http://wwz.cedre.fr/en/content/download/10642/file/301_EN.pdf
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/plea-to-form-oil-spill-crisis-management-groups-madurai-high-court/article34841975.ece
https://www.maritime-executive.com/editorials/indonesia-faces-a-marine-plastic-emergency
https://epa.org.kw/en-US/NewsArchive/Id/1075
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NEWS REPORTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD (CONTINUED)                                                                                                                                                                   

NETHERLANDS: ‘THE SWANS OF ROTTERDAM’ VIDEO WINS AWARD 
June 15 - The three-minute video, ‘The Swans of 
Rotterdam’ by director Vincent Kruijt, was awarded first 
place during the virtual International Oil Spill Conference 
2021. 
The video depicts the rehabilitation of oil-contaminated 
swans after the Bow Jubail oil spill in Rotterdam harbour 
in 2018. The Dutch authority for Infrastructure and Water 
Management (Rijkswaterstaat) led the response, which 
saw hundreds of swans washed and rehabilitated. 
Rijkswaterstaat had just begun a five-year oiled wildlife 
preparedness programme, which included EUROWA 
training packages for Dutch responders. This enabled the 
involvement of EUROWA experts in the response, where 
Dutch wildlife experts were able to work closely with 
EUROWA experts from Belgium, Germany, Estonia, Ireland and the UK, according to the jointly agreed EUROWA standards for the 
treatment of oiled wildlife.    EUROWA / Read more 

NORWAY: FORUM FOR THE FUTURE OF OIL SPILL PROTECTION 2021 
The Forum for the Future of Oil Spill Protection 2021 will be held on 14 - 15 September, more information, registration and 
programmes will be held.   https://www.marintmiljo.no/arrangementer/FFOV-2021/   [Editor: I had a problem finding more info about 
this event. Perhaps one of our readers can help and I’ll put more info in next week’s newsletter] 

RUSSIA: A PLEA TO SWISS BANKS FROM THE RUSSIAN ARCTIC 
June 17 - Swiss banks might not be the most obvious allies for indigenous communities struggling to survive in Russia's Far North. But 
their financial clout could drive multinationals to change their business practices, argue those affected by a major environmental 
disaster last year. 

A delegation from the Russian Arctic travelled more than 4,800 kilometres to Switzerland this month. Top of their agenda was calling 
attention to the lasting consequences of one of the largest oil spills in their country's history. They want Swiss banks to use their 
influence to push the company responsible to protect the environment and properly consult indigenous communities.                                               
MenaFN / Read more 

UK: 70-YEAR-OLD GRANDMA CLEANS 52 BEACHES IN ONE YEAR AFTER WATCHING 
A DOCUMENTARY ABOUT PLASTIC POLLUTION 

To save the environment, we must all 
pitch in – and nobody knows this better 
than 70-year-old grandmother Pat 
Smith who spent 2018 cleaning up litter 
from 52 beaches in Cornwall on the 
United Kingdom’s south coast. 
Nicknamed “Action Nan” by BBC 
Three’s Amazing Humans, Smith set out 
on her eco mission in January to carry 
out her New Year’s resolution of making 
her community a better and cleaner 
place. The ambitious goal came to her 
after watching a documentary on 
plastic pollution the previous year, and 
she knew she couldn’t sit by idly.  

[Editor: This is actually not a new story 
but it just resurfaced on Linked-in and  
someone forwarded it to me with a 
request to publish in the newsletter. I 
did a little research and found the 
original source. Good story with lots of 
pictures at Bored Panda.  Read it here!]  

https://eurowa.eu/the-swans-of-rotterdam-video-wins-award/
https://www.marintmiljo.no/arrangementer/FFOV-2021/
https://menafn.com/1102296607/A-plea-to-Swiss-banks-from-the-Russian-Arctic&source=24
https://www.boredpanda.com/grandma-cleans-52-beaches-in-one-year/?utm_source=bing&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=organic
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UK: DALGETY BAY: SEPA CONFIDENT RADIOACTIVE POLLUTION CLEARED FROM 
BEACH BY SEPTEMBER 2022 
June 17 - Scottish environment bosses say they are confident long-awaited clean-up works at Dalgety Bay will be complete by 
September next year. Removal of radioactive materials from beaches in the town - thought to be Scotland's worst area of radioactive 
pollution - began in May, 30 years after they were first discovered on the coast. 

Private contractor Balfour Beatty is handling the clean-up on behalf of defence chiefs, and aim to make Dalgety Bay's beaches fully 
accessible to the public for the first time in years once they are finished. Delivering their first update to local councillors since the 
clean-up began, the Ministry of Defence and national environment body SEPA said works were progressing as expected.                                             
Fife Today / Read more 

UK: HOW WILL NATURAL ENGLAND SPEND ITS BUDGET HIKE? 
 June 17 -   Natural England has said its new budget of £198 million will pay for a range of new duties that will support the government’s 
policy priorities, with 90% of funds coming as grant-in-aid from DEFRA, a further £2.5m from other government departments and the 
rest from fees, charges and external funding. 

Tony Juniper, Chair of Natural England, said: “I am delighted to see the government backing nature recovery and giving us more of 
the tools we need to make a real difference and build back greener from the coronavirus pandemic. Natural England has big ambitions 
to establish a Nature Recovery Network and believe our renewed focus and remit will help us to achieve this.”                                                             
Ends Report / Read more    

USA: LATEST NEWS REPORTS FROM NOAA OR&R 
 June 14 – Please click on the links below to read the latest News Reports from NOAA OR&R 

 $9.3 M Settlement Finalized for Restoration at Western Port Angeles Harbor Hazardous Waste Site, Washington 

On June 9, 2021, the U.S Department of Justice entered two consent decrees valued at $9.3 million for settlement with companies, a 
local municipality, and a port district responsible for hazardous waste pollution in Western Port Angeles Harbor in Washington. This 
announcement follows the lodging of these two consent decrees on March 26, 2021 and a public commenting period. 

OR&R Economists Present on Using Remote Sensing to Study Impacts of Pollution on Outdoor Recreation at Public Parks 

The Association of Environmental and Resource Economists (AERE)(link is external) Summer Conference was held virtually between 
June 2 and 4 and attracted more than 600 registrants around the world. This year, OR&R’s Assessment and Restoration Division (ARD) 
sponsored a session on the use of new data sources, which attracted more than 80 participants. Cameron Duff presented ARD’s novel 
method for estimating lost recreation due to disasters like oil and chemical spills. 

Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA) for Marine Mammals in the Gulf of Mexico 

 Scientists from OR&R’s Assessment and Restoration Division and NOAA Fisheries Protected Resources programs, in collaboration with 
our partners from the Coastal Response Research Center, led a virtual workshop to discuss ways to approach Natural Resource 
Damage Assessment (NRDA) for marine mammals in the Gulf of Mexico. 

Marine Debris Program Participates in Keep Florida Beautiful Conference 

On June 3, Ashley Hill, the Marine Debris Program’s (MDP) Florida & Caribbean Regional Coordinator, and Hillary Burgess, the MDP’s 
Monitoring Coordinator, presented during the Keep Florida Beautiful(link is external) (KFB) Annual Conference.  

National Ocean Service Completes Readiness Self-Assessment 

 Emergencies can strike without warning, and unfortunately, we have too many real-life examples that remind us of the importance 
of being prepared. With this in mind, the Office of Response and Restoration (OR&R) Disaster Preparedness Program (DPP) developed 
a readiness self-assessment tool explicitly designed to help the National Ocean Service (NOS) and NOS offices better prepare for 
emergencies and continuity events. Continuity events disrupt an agency, business, or organization’s regular, daily operations which 
results in the activation of the Continuity of Operations (COOP) Plan.   

USA: EPA ANNOUNCES $6 MILLION FOR TRIBES TO SUPPORT WETLANDS AND 
HEALTHY WATERSHEDS  
June 11 - Today, The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced selections under two Clean Water Act (CWA) grant 
programs to support leadership of Tribes in protecting and restoring water resources. The agency anticipates awarding approximately 
$3 million to 18 Tribal nations and one Intertribal organization under the Tribal Wetland Program Development Grant competition 
and an additional $3 million in CWA Section 319 Tribal Competitive Grants to 32 Tribal nations to support projects to manage nonpoint 
source pollution.   EPA / Read more 

https://www.fifetoday.co.uk/news/politics/council/dalgety-bay-sepa-confident-radioactive-pollution-cleared-from-beach-by-september-2022-3276267
https://www.endsreport.com/article/1719566/will-natural-england-spend-its-budget-hike?bulletin=ends-report-daily-bulletin&utm_medium=EMAIL&utm_campaign=eNews%20Bulletin&utm_source=20210618&utm_content=ENDS%20Report%20Daily%20(252)::www_endsreport_com_articl_8&email_hash
https://response.restoration.noaa.gov/93-m-settlement-finalized-restoration-western-port-angeles-harbor-hazardous-waste-site-washington
https://darrp.noaa.gov/hazardous-waste/western-port-angeles-harbor
https://darrp.noaa.gov/hazardous-waste/proposed-settlement-and-restoration-plan-western-port-angeles-harbor-open-public
https://response.restoration.noaa.gov/orr-economists-present-using-remote-sensing-study-impacts-pollution-outdoor-recreation-public-parks
https://www.aere.org/
https://response.restoration.noaa.gov/natural-resource-damage-assessment-nrda-marine-mammals-gulf-mexico
https://response.restoration.noaa.gov/marine-debris-program-participates-keep-florida-beautiful-conference
https://keepfloridabeautiful.org/
https://response.restoration.noaa.gov/national-ocean-service-completes-readiness-self-assessment
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-6-million-tribes-support-wetlands-and-healthy-watersheds
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USA: NEW JERSEY - SEN. CORY BOOKER WANTS TO INVEST $200B TO FIX 'LEGACY 
POLLUTION' 
June 15 - When it comes to who suffers the harmful effects of pollution, money matters. And so does race, according to U.S. Sen. Cory 
Booker of New Jersey. Booker, a Newark resident, recently announced that and Congressman A. Donald McEachin (D-VA) will be 
reintroducing the Environmental Justice Legacy Pollution Cleanup Act for 2021.   Patch / Read more  

USA: NEW YORK - BILLS AIM TO CLEAN UP PFAS CHEMICALS 
June 15 - As bills aimed at identifying and cleaning up per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances, known as PFAS, at or surrounding U.S. 
military installations, make their way through Congress, efforts to address groundwater contamination near the former Plattsburgh 
Air Force Base continue. 

Last week, U.S. Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) co-introduced the Clean Water for Military Families Act and Filthy Fifty Act in the 
Senate. California Rep. Jackie Speier introduced companion legislation in the House.   Yahoo News / Read more 

USA: BSEE PUBLISHES INVESTIGATION REPORT OF DEEPWATER ASGARD 
INCIDENT; ISSUES NEW GUIDANCE TO OPERATORS FOR ADDED SAFETY 

June 15 - The Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement today released the results of its investigation of the Oct. 28, 2020 
incident when the Transocean Drillship Deepwater Asgard sustained major damage to various operational components while 
evacuating from an area impacted by Hurricane Zeta. 

BSEE investigators concluded through onsite interviews, photo, video, and operational documentation that the probable cause of the 
accident was an inaccurate weather forecast, with a key contributing cause being the human error decision to stay latched to the well 
to attempt to ride out the hurricane.    BSEE / Read more 

USA: LOUISIANA - MAKING TABASCO HOT SAUCE MEANS WORKING TO SAVE 
LOUISIANA WETLANDS 

Picture: In this Aug. 21, 2019, file photo, an oversized bottle of Tabasco 
hot sauce is displayed outside of the Tabasco hot sauce factory on the 
grounds of Avery Island, Louisiana. 

June 16 - As storms grow more violent and Louisiana loses more of its 
coast, the family that makes Tabasco Sauce is fighting erosion in the 
marshland that buffers its factory from hurricanes and floods. Overall, 
the effort is probably a standoff, says CEO and president Harold “Took” 
Osborn, great-great-grandson of the McIlhenny Co.’s founder. But in a 
state that has lost 2,000 square miles (5,200 square kilometers) of its 
coast since 1932, holding your ground is a victory. 

A 20-foot high, $5 million earthen levee now encloses the 40 acres or so 
around Tabasco's factory because Hurricane Rita’s storm surge pushed floodwaters within inches (centimeters) of it in 2005. Much of 
the wetlands work is low-tech, enlisting volunteers to plant marsh grass in the 30,000 acres around the small island a bit north of 
Barataria Bay, one of the areas hit hardest by the 2010 Gulf of Mexico oil spill.    NBC Boston / Read more 

USA: EPA CHIEF REINSTATES SCIENCE ADVISORY BOARD HE DISMANTLED 
In the picture: In this May 12, 2021, file photo, Environmental 
Protection Agency administrator Michael Regan speaks during a 
press briefing at the White House in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan 
Vucci, File) 

June 17 - The head of the Environmental Protection Agency said 
Thursday he has fully reinstated one of two key advisory boards he 
dismantled earlier this year in a push for “scientific integrity” at the 
agency. 

“From the very beginning of my tenure, I have committed to 
ensuring that science is restored as the backbone of everything EPA 
does to protect people and the environment from pollution,” EPA 
Administrator Michael Regan said in a statement.                                                          

AP News / Read more 

https://patch.com/new-jersey/newarknj/sen-cory-booker-wants-invest-200b-fix-legacy-pollution
https://news.yahoo.com/bills-aim-clean-pfas-chemicals-113100354.html
https://www.bsee.gov/newsroom/latest-news/statements-and-releases/press-releases/bsee-publishes-investigation-report-of
https://www.nbcboston.com/news/national-international/making-tabasco-hot-sauce-means-working-save-louisiana-wetlands/2406688/
https://apnews.com/article/donald-trump-health-science-technology-environment-and-nature-ed2b79c83e1e2c2c768f39c45f9e71e2?ct=t(RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN)
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JOHN A. DAWES, 1942- 2021 – “DEDICATED TO IMPROVING THE STANDARDS OF 
OIL SPILL RESPONSE” 

After a short illness it is with sadness that we have to report that John Dawes passed away, at home, 
with his family on 11Th June 2021 at the age of 79. He had been feeling unwell earlier this year and 
resigned his role as ISAS Accreditation Scheme Manager and Executive Director in April. 

John Dawes has been ever present in our industry since he joined it over 50 years ago. John was 
there at the start of accreditation and trade associations when industry sought to modernise and 
improve spill response capability. 

In the early 1980’s John set up Oil Pollution Defence (OPD) responding to oil spills and also 
manufacturing oil containment booms and skimmers. He wasn’t afraid of getting his hands dirty and 
attended many incidents. He was always looking at how oil spill response equipment could be 
improved. 

John has left quite a legacy. Much of his career has been dedicated to helping UK and Irish businesses; Prepare, Respond and Restore 
safely and professionally. He has worked tirelessly to raise professional standards through accreditation and training.  

Simon Dawes, John’s son, mentioned that when the family went on holiday in the UK, his Dad would reminisce of a spill incident he 
had attended in the area that they were visiting and give them a detailed report.   

John will not only be greatly missed by his family, wife Jenny of 49 years, son Simon, daughter Hanna and 3 Grandchildren but also by 
the many colleague’s he has worked with throughout his career and who, over time have become close friends.  

No date has been announced for John’s funeral at this time but we will be sure to keep you informed. 

Captain Bill Boyle, MNI, Hon FISCO 

                                                                                                         NEWS REPORTS FROM WORLD (CONTINUED)                                                                                                                                                                   

ISCO NEWS                                                                                                                                                                   

 

ISCO’S JUNE 2021 ZOOM MEETING WILL BE ON THURSDAY 24th JUNE, 2021 
The meeting will take place at 0900 EDT (US and Canada), 1400 BST or the equivalent time in your own time zone. 
 
PLEASE USE THE BELOW LINK TO JOIN THE ZOOM MEETING  
 
Join Zoom Meeting     https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5220550000 
  
Meeting ID: 522 055 0000   
 
The meeting will last for approximately one hour and will be hosted by ISCO VP(Membership) Mary Ann Dalgleish. 
 
You can feel free to raise any issues you want to discuss at the meeting. 
 

FOR CORPORATE AND INDUSTRY PARTNER MEMBERS – UPDATE ON THE NEW 
SUPPLIERS & SERVICES DIRECTORY 

We are pleased to be able to report good progress on the creation of the new directory of supplies and services.  

Please click on https://spillcontrol.org/directory-entry-questionnaire/ 

 To continue with work on your free entry we do need your feedback, so please complete the form and send it in. 

 If we have not included a tick box for a product or service you provide, please tell us and we can add it to your entry. 

 You are invited to provide a short paragraph to introduce your company to potential customers. See Section 6. 

 In an exciting new development, the new directory will have a search facility. Users will be able to simply enter what 

they are looking for and, if it’s something you provide, they will see your entry with all your info. 

 We will be promoting the new directory, giving it much higher visibility to your clients – on our website, at 

exhibitions, in our weekly newsletter and in other publications. 

 Need help? Have a question or want to comment? Drop a line to spillcontrol@mwadigital.com 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5220550000
https://spillcontrol.org/directory-entry-questionnaire/
mailto:spillcontrol@mwadigital.com
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If you have some news you would like to share with readers of the ISCO Newsletter, send it to John.McMurtrie@spillcontrol.org 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY                                                                                                                                 

ADVANCES IN BIOREMEDIATION OF CRUDE OIL POLLUTED ENVIRONMENT IN 
NIGERIA 
May 27 - Till now, crude oil pollution is a common challenge in the Niger Delta region of Nigeria. Several studies have shown how 
use of biological remediation can help to detoxify and restore ecosystems damaged by crude oil spillage. 

Several studies have shown that response actions include site cleanup via recovery of free phase oil, subsequent reduction of the 
residual petroleum hydrocarbon concentrations to an acceptable value, followed by restoration of the environment to its previous 
utility status. Options for the reduction of residual petroleum hydrocarbon concentrations are preferably eco-safe techniques. After 
a cleanup exercise, detoxification of soils polluted with residual petroleum hydrocarbon compounds is necessary. 

[Editor – This article reviews bioremediation techniques used and results obtained]   Guardian NG / Read more 

RESEARCH INTO MICROPLASTICS IN THE MARITIME ENVIRONMENT 
May 28 - A new study commissioned by Seas At Risk, an association of environmental organizations from across Europe, shows that 
microplastics in the marine environment come from numerous sources and economic sectors, and have widespread environmental 
impacts, including climate implications. Released in advance of the upcoming European Commission’s EU Green Week 2021. The 
study carried out by the Galway-Mayo Institute of Technology explores the sources and solutions for microplastics. 

“Given the expected exponential increase of global plastic production, and the subsequent release of microplastics into the 
environment, it is vital to urgently prevent this pollution from escalating, and to avoid dramatic consequences on marine 
biodiversity, global ecosystems, and the climate,” says Frédérique Mongodin, Senior Marine Litter policy officer with Seas At Risk. 
“As certain types of plastics release more microplastics, toxic chemicals, and GHGs than others, choosing the right type of p lastic 
and additives in the design phase can drastically reduce microplastic pollution. However, only the adoption of mandatory and 
targeted upstream measures at EU level will enable the necessary adjustments across sectors.”                                                                         
The Maritime Executive / Read more 

CONTRIBUTED ARTICLE   

PROPOSED NEW LOCALLY-BASED LEVEL OF OIL SPILL RESPONSE  ̶  TIER 0 
(An article submitted by Dr Bill Adams to the International Spill Control Organization (ISCO) for inclusion in the ISCO weekly 
electronic Newsletter) 

This is RESTCo’s first contribution to the ISCO Newsletter, and as a new member of ISCO, we are pleased to reach our fellow 
members of the international oil spill response community through this medium. RESTCo is a Canadian corporation that has 
conducted in-house oil spill research and contributed to ISO standards work associated with Canadian and Arctic oil spill response. 
For additional information please see our web page at restco.ca. 

  
RESTCo has spent more than a decade reviewing existing oil spill response regimes and technologies, noting weaknesses and failures 
as well as recognizing the efforts of many individuals and companies to improve the ability of our industry to respond to spills. We 
have also studied innovation in this space as well as more successful approaches. RESTCo has also developed a protocol for 
community-based rapid response to oil spills using a novel technology and local resources. 

 
We call this a Tier 0 response: rapid response sized to ‘small’ spills, or a first-on-scene response for larger spills before the oil 
industry’s Tiers 1, 2 and 3 are typically deployed. 

 
We have concluded that the current oil industry tiered response system (Transport Canada, 1995; IPIECA, 2015) misses two 
fundamental realities: 

a) small spills are a big problem (Lee et al., 2015); and  
b) A local response to the threat of an oil spill is natural and this has to be acknowledged and embraced (Adams et al., 2021a 
and 2021b) 
 

The current oil response system is based on regionally located equipment with trained personnel on standby, able to respond in a 
time frame determined by the distance to the spill, often up to a day or more. For large spills or the risk posed by a grounded ship, 
this makes sense, since the equipment is capable of pumping and storing large volumes of oil, a capability that is essential in a large-
spill situation. In the case of small spills, however, what is lacking is a response within a short time, before the oil spreads so widely 
that skimming technologies are no longer effective. Thus, the oil is not removed from the environment before it reaches shorelines, 
where damage is most severe and the costs of removal escalate. In a 1999 study of oil spill costs (Etkin, 1999), it was estimated that 
the cost per tonne to clean up oil from shorelines is about 7 times higher than from the water.  

mailto:John.McMurtrie@spillcontrol.org
https://guardian.ng/features/science/advances-in-bioremediation-of-crude-oil-polluted-environment/
https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/research-into-microplastics-in-the-maritime-environment
http://restco.ca/
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The large crews involved in shoreline cleanup add to the monetary cost as well as the severe health impact on crews. Many of the 
workers involved in the Exxon Valdez cleanup work in 1989 and the BP Macondo spill in 2010 are now dead or suffering disabilities 
from exposure to the crude oil and dispersants; this has been well documented (O’Neill, 2003; Ott, 2008, 2011).  

 
Here are two examples that validate the necessity of adding a Tier 0 level to the current oil spill response system: 

 
1. The October 2016 sinking of the Kirby tugboat Nathan E. Stewart (TSBA, 2018) in the waters of the Heiltsuk Nation located on 

the beautiful west coast of Canada, close to Bella Bella, B.C. (see Figure 1), is a sobering example of the inability of our current 
system to respond rapidly to a spill scenario that was predictable, given the ship traffic. Although the sinking occurred relatively 
close to oil spill response facilities, the traditional waters of this community were greatly impacted. The local mariners rescued 
the crew, but couldn’t help with the oil spill cleanup, as the Canadian Government allows only certified oil spill organizations to 
clean up oil spills. The response equipment had to travel from various bases to the spill site. The regulations allow a period of 18 
hours plus travel time after notification of the spill until cleanup activities begin. In this instance, the Response Organization 
started deploying booms 8 ½ hours after being notified of the event. The Heiltsuk Nation has subsequently worked to improve 
the response system by issuing a number of reports, and recommending that they, the local community, become a key part of 
the system in future, based on local people playing a central role at the earliest stages of a spill incident (Slett, 2020). Other 
Canadian agencies and groups such as the National Collaborating Centre for Environmental Health have recognized that the 
aboriginal peoples of coastal Canada need to play a role in emergency response, especially to oil spills, with regard to planning, 
response and recovery. These coastal communities depend on the fish and shellfish harvest for their daily requirements as well 
as for commercial sale, so the contamination of these waters is having a dramatic and long-lasting impact on both health and 
economic activities (Adams et al., 2021). Recently (March 2021) the Heiltsuk Nation and the Canadian Federal Government 
signed a memorandum of agreement to collaborate in developing a marine emergency response team (Government of Canada, 
2021).  
 

Figure 1 (left) – Local response of the Heiltsuk community to the sinking of the 
Kirby tugboat Nathan E. Stewart in British Columbia in October 2016 (Adams et 
al., 2021). 
 
2. On July 25, 2020, a cargo ship, the MV Wakashio, grounded on a shoal off the 
coast of Mauritius. Oil began to leak from the wrecked ship within two weeks and 
contaminated coastal areas in the southeast of the island critical to the local 
communities for fishing and tourism (see Figure 2).  
 
According to local people, the government was unable to respond because it had 
no cleanup equipment. Within a short time, people in the community closest to 
the spill, Mahebourg, worked together to create homemade booms to collect oil 
and prevent it from damaging their shoreline.  
 
In a massive local effort, hundreds of people worked together in a newly created 
“factory zone” until mid-September to build and deploy booms. The spill 
attracted international attention and oil spill response teams from several 
countries arrived over the summer. Unfortunately, due to exposure to oil during 
this effort, many local people are now suffering health effects (Rungo, 2021). 
 

Figure 2 (below) – Left: Satellite image showing the grounded cargo vessel MV Wakashio off the coast of Mauritius with thin 
steams of oil slick being carried by tidal currents (Associated Press, August 8, 2020). Centre: View of thin steams of oil slick from 
the MV Wakashio being carried by tidal currents. Right: Local residents attempting to prevent the spreading oil from reaching 
the shoreline (Rungo, 2021). 

 

 
 

What are the requirements for local communities to participate in a Tier 0 response? 
 

Implementing a Tier 0 level of response, which is based on empowering coastal communities somewhat like a local fire department, 
will require the creation of an organization that provides appropriate equipment, ensures that the equipment is maintained and  
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kept ready for deployment within 1 ̶ 2 hours of a spill being reported, and sustains a training program for local personnel. Perhaps 
the most difficult aspects associated with the human resources are liability and maintaining community interest and focus, since 
spills are intermittent occurrences somewhat like fires. 

 
RESTCo is working on vessels equipped with oil spill response technology that can be made available in communities along coasts 
and can be operated by such communities, thus reducing cleanup costs by more than the cost of these skimmers. By virtue of the oil 
recovery technology on these vessels, crews are isolated from the collected oil, which helps to prevent health impacts usually 
experienced by personnel working on oil spill response, especially when they are not trained and equipped, as was the case in 
Mauritius described above. The vessels are small enough to be easily trailered to the site of spills should several vessels be required. 
These vessels will be multipurpose workboats used regularly in the communities so that the cost of the oil spill function will be less 
than that of totally dedicated vessels used only intermittently when responding to oil spills.  

 
Adding a local, community-based Tier 0 level of response to the existing Tiers of response currently recognized by industry and 
governments provides an opportunity for our industry to improve our oil spill response system. Furthermore, significant 
improvements can be gained both in the costs associated with oil spill response and in environmental protection for our coasts 
(McKenna, 2021).  

 
We hope that this article and a visit to the RESTCo web site (restco.ca) will stimulate further discussion on this Tier 0 concept and we 
look forward to hearing from anyone on the topic.  
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CONTRIBUTED ARTICLE (CONTINUED)    
 
Slett, Marilyn, “Our Fight for Justice”, Heiltsuk Nation Report on the Nathan E. Stewart incident, 2020 
http://www.heiltsuknation.ca/the-nathan-e-stewart-oil-spill/ 
 
Transportation Safety Board of Canada (TSBA) report M16P0378, “The Nathan E. Stewart incident”, 2018. 
https://www.tsb.gc.ca/eng/rapports-reports/marine/2016/m16p0378/m16p0378.html 
(This report does not consider the impacts on the community.) 
 
Transport Canada, TP 12401 E, 1995, “Response Organization Standards”,  
https://tc.canada.ca/sites/default/files/migrated/tp12401e.pdf 

 

UPCOMING WEBINARS                                                                                                                                   

NEW GI WACAF WEBINAR 

 

WHY CONTAINERS ARE LOST AT SEA 
Tuesday, June 22, 2021, 3 p.m. CET  How vessel-specific routing and motion optimization solutions can help prevent container loss.                          
More info and registration 

BASIC CONCEPTS – SECONDARY CONTAINMENT WEBINARS  
Fire-resistance Rated Secondary Containment Options Register Now!  
Date: Tuesday, June 29, 2021   Time: 11:00 a.m. EDT to Noon 
Industry standards and insurance requirements demand fire suppression and fire walls for transformers. Join BCI for this informative 
webinar that covers various options for fire-resistance-rated containment. 
 
The above is one of a series of webinars with a focus on secondary containment.  More info can be found in issue 791 of the ISCO 
Newsletter or visit https://www.basicconcepts.com/upcoming-events/ 
 

UPCOMING WEBINARS FROM UK & IRELAND SPILL ASSOCIATION 

30th June 2021 – 1400 BST - MV Wakashio Webinar – Part 5 
More info and registration - https://ukeirespill.org/events/mv-wakashio-webinar-part-5/ 

14th July 2021 – 1500 BST - Knowledge Base: Modelling and data gathering in marine spills 
More info and registration - https://ukeirespill.org/events/knowledge-base-modelling-and-data-gathering-in-marine-spills/ 

 

http://www.heiltsuknation.ca/the-nathan-e-stewart-oil-spill/
https://www.tsb.gc.ca/eng/rapports-reports/marine/2016/m16p0378/m16p0378.html
https://tc.canada.ca/sites/default/files/migrated/tp12401e.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ygFHzU5DTJGJyOWYXZmKrQ?utm_campaign=WX_EML_Q221_ABB_GCaptain_SPOS_Seakeeping_WBR_Invitation_EM1&utm_source=3rd-party&utm_medium=email&goal=0_f50174ef03-2e21a55ee4-139903897&mc_cid=2e21a55ee4&mc_eid=432e1339aa
https://basicconcepts.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e100524ffba22cc7f7010f180&id=b472fc351b&e=6f7edf7419
https://www.basicconcepts.com/upcoming-events/
https://ukeirespill.org/events/mv-wakashio-webinar-part-5/
https://ukeirespill.org/events/knowledge-base-modelling-and-data-gathering-in-marine-spills/
https://event.webinarjam.com/register/46/lpqv2fyg
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UPCOMING WEBINARS (CONTINUED)                                                                                                                                   

 
NEW WEBINAR FROM PACIFIC STATES/BRITISH COLUMBIA OIL SPILL TASK FORCE 

The Pacific States/British Columbia Oil Spill Task Force is hosting a two-part webinar on lessons learned from virtual worst case drills 
and conducting virtual inspections during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Join members of the Task Force and industry to hear successes and challenges faced while navigating the virtual world – what was 
gained and what was lost?  

We’ll also have a discussion about what the future holds – how do we go back or should we?  A draft agenda for both days is 
available here.   

 Day 1: June 30, 10:30 AM-12:00 PM Pacific Time.  Virtual Drills: Worse Case Discharge Exercises   

 Day 2: July 7, 10:30 AM-12:00 PM Pacific Time.  Prevention During COVID: Virtual Inspections   

This announcement serves as a Save-the-Dates. No need to register. All webinar details will be posted on the Task Force 
website here. Please check the site for an updated agenda in the coming weeks. Another reminder email will be sent out closer to 
the date. 

DISPERSANTS WEBINAR FROM OSRL 

June 30, 0900 BST - OSRL's Dispersant Subject Matter Expert group answers common questions about dispersants. When to use 
dispersants? How do dispersants work? How toxic is dispersant? These questions and others will be explored in this seminar, with 
an opportunity at the end for you to ask your own.  Duration 1 hour.   Register here 

 

 ONLINE AND OTHER TRAINING COURSES                                                                                                                                          

SOME USEFUL LINKS  

 AUSTRALIA – AMOSC - https://amosc.com.au/training/ 

 AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND – ALGA - https://landandgroundwater.com/event/pfas-101 

 FRANCE - CEDRE -  Click  on these links training catalogue and 2021 calendar.  We also invite you to visit our new online training 
space and the training courses offered: https://elearning.cedre.fr/ 

 UK & WORLDWIDE – OIL SPILL RESPONSE LTD. - https://www.oilspillresponse.com/training/courses/ 

 UK & WORLDWIDE – BRIGGS ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES LTD.  - https://www.briggsmarine.com/services/training/ 

 USA – TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY – NATIONAL SPILL CONTROL SCHOOL -  http://nscs.tamucc.edu/schedule-2020-2021.html 

If you would like to be listed here, please contact your editor – john.mcmurtrie@spillcontrol.org 

IOPC FUNDS’ ONLINE SHORT COURSE: 2021 DATES  
 
The Director is pleased to announce that the 2021 IOPC Funds Short Course will be held online for the first time and take place over 
two weeks between 14 and 25 June 2021, running three hours per day.  
 
The online course programme will cover all aspects of the work of the IOPC Funds and the international liability and compensation 
regime in general and will include interactive exercises which allow participants to study a theoretical incident and the subsequent 
claims submission process.  The course is supported by IMO, ICS, the International Group of P&I Associations and ITOPF.    More info 
 
 

CONTRACTS, TENDERS AND BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

INTERNATIONAL OPEN TENDER NOTIFICATION SERVICE  

This is a subscription service. Have a look to see examples of open tenders. 

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES: USA & EUROPE 
US Government solicitations are frequently posted in Technology Innovation News Survey, US EPA Tech Direct and USA Federal 
Contracts Update.  
 
European Maritime Safety Agency  invitations to tender are often posted in The EMSA Newsletter. 
 
See “Links for other publications” for links to download current issues of these publications.  

https://oilspilltaskforce.org/task-force-events/webinars/
https://oilspilltaskforce.org/task-force-events/webinars/
https://www.oilspillresponse.com/news--media/events/seminar-dispersant-questions/?utm_source=https%3a%2f%2foilspillresponse.info%2foilspillresponselz%2f&utm_medium=GatorMail&utm_campaign=Invite+to+Seminar+Common+Questions+About+Dispersants&utm_term=Your+questions+about+dispersants+answered&utm_content=226844&gator_td=b2RtJytRLskOIU0u%2bbccbFIyVInCeAyxHGhyGXsTTlKvb7lmDM70915Xm9YIqU%2fcpAVniQWyFygKs%2bQOYsi%2bmo6niB0dg8MvOXGqhyTxe55aGSHm%2fDxQzf%2fkC%2fwdo5KC7HgqoDKgowJx6%2bg%2bB%2bgG5upCGVsDpjf2QPDybmJT4vDWnWxIjKWB0eSM28KJlJVbXZPW96VgsOv%2bUpE3P88DKA%3d%3d
https://amosc.com.au/training/
https://landandgroundwater.com/event/pfas-101
http://wwz.cedre.fr/content/download/8482/file/catalogue%20FR-janv2021-formations%202019.pdf
http://wwz.cedre.fr/content/download/10469/file/Calendrier%202021_FR-endroitweb.pdf
https://elearning.cedre.fr/
https://www.oilspillresponse.com/training/courses/
https://www.briggsmarine.com/services/training/
http://nscs.tamucc.edu/schedule-2020-2021.html
mailto:john.mcmurtrie@spillcontrol.org
https://iopcfunds.org/news/iopc-funds-online-short-course-2021-dates-announced/
https://www.tender247.com/keyword/oil+spill+GlobalTenders
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

Event organisers are requested to notify ISCO immediately if a listed event is cancelled or postponed 

Your Editor is doing his best to keep this listing up-to-date but it should not be assumed that listed events have not been cancelled or postponed. It 
is recommended that you check with event organisers before finalising your attendance plans. If an event title is not printed in blue ink it is not 

hyperlinked to the event website.  This may be because the website is not yet available or because the link for the website has not yet been given.  
If you want to request the addition of an event please contact the Editor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

Please advise the Editor if any of the above entries require correction or updating.   John.mcmurtrie@spillcontrol.org 
 

MESSAGES FROM EVENT ORGANISERS  

USA: CLEAN PACIFIC CONFERENCE 
You may have already heard that the State of Washington will officially re-open on June 30, which means the Hyatt Regency Lake 
Washington, venue for the 2021 CLEAN PACIFIC Conference, is fully open for business without any restrictions for events.  

We are very excited to be hosting the in-person CLEAN PACIFIC event, August 17-18, at the Hyatt Regency Lake Washington and 
can’t wait to get together with our attendees and exhibitors! 
 

USA: 2021 CLEAN WATERWAYS CONFERENCE PROGRAM  
These sessions will take place at the Galt House Hotel in Louisville, KY, September 14-15, with a selection of sessions being live-
streamed in our virtual platform for those who can’t attend in-person. If you register for CLEAN WATERWAYS by June 25th, you will 
receive our early bird registration discounts, which offer savings for both in-person and virtual registrations.  

 

MESSAGES FROM EVENT ORGANISERS (CONTINUED) 

USA: CLEAN GULF - SESSION LINE-UP FOR CONFERENCE & EXHIBITION 
The planning committee for CLEAN GULF 2021 has created an outstanding line-up of sessions for this year’s event, taking place 
November 16-18 at the Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center in San Antonio, TX. Make plans to join us for CLEAN GULF’s 30th 
anniversary and come together with your peers in the response community you’ve been missing over the last 12+ months.  
 
We’ll be addressing important topics such as hurricane season and COVID-19’s impacts, virtual emergency operations center (EOC) 
and digital toolbox, employee stabilization in disaster to support business continuity, oil and gas industry response to COVID-19 
pandemic, lessons-learned for virtual training and exercising, and much more.  See ISCO Newsletter issue 789 for more details.                  

For more information click on Title of Event 

COUNTRY 2021 TITLE OF EVENT LOCATION 

VIRTUAL EVENT June 28 – July 2 IMO Council Meeting Online 

VIRTUAL EVENT July 22-23 Meeting of IOPC Funds Governing Bodies Online 

USA August 17-18 Clean Pacific Exhibition & Conference Renton, WA 

USA September 7-10 Hazmat Emergency Response Workshop  Sacramento, CA 

NETHERLANDS September 9-10 Envirotech for Shipping Forum Rotterdam 

USA Sept. 13-15 Clean Waterways Conference & Exhibition Louisville, KY 

GERMANY October 20 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting Lübeck 

CROATIA October 26-28 Regional Workshop – Enhancing Preparedness and 
Response in the Adriatic & Mediterranean Regions 

Opatija  

CROATIA October 29  MOIG General Assembly Meeting  Opatija 

UK Sept 29 – Oct 1 Marine Claims Conference Edinburgh 

USA Nov. 16-18 Clean Gulf Conference & Exhibition San Antonio, TX 

VIRTUAL EVENT Nov. 17-18 Emergency Responders Drone Conference 2021 Online 

BAHREIN Nov. 28-30 International Conference & Exhibition on Spills, 
Clean Seas & Environment 

Bahrein 

UK December 1-2 Salvage and Wreck Removal Conference London 

CAMBODIA December 1-4 East Asian Seas Congress Sihanoukville  

COUNTRY 2022 TITLE OF EVENT LOCATION 

UK March 15-17 Oceanology International London 

mailto:John.mcmurtrie@spillcontrol.org
https://ai.omeclk.com/portal/wts/ugmcmsbykFDbbDrOycwDAe-c8yfC3Va
https://ai.omeclk.com/portal/wts/ugmcmsbyfb%7CbbDk96cwB6Oyc7ye7k8a
https://ai.omeclk.com/portal/wts/ugmcmsby%7C%5EqbbDnRDcwC0j%5Ec7Q0szTa
https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/Pages/Council-default.aspx
https://documentservices.iopcfunds.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/06/IOPC-JUL21-1-1_e.pdf
https://www.cleanpacific.org/?utm_source=omeda&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=regopen-newdates
https://www.hazmat.org/
https://envirotechforum.com/
https://www.cleanwaterwaysevent.org/
https://helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/ministerial-meetings/2021-lubeck/
https://marineclaimsedinburgh.com/
https://www.cleangulf.org/
http://www.erdc.enmvirtual.com/
https://www.recso.org/2nd-international-conference-exhibition-on-spills-clean-seas-enviroment/
https://www.recso.org/2nd-international-conference-exhibition-on-spills-clean-seas-enviroment/
https://informaconnect.com/salvage-wreck-removal/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Leadgen%2FSAW2021%2FEM1%2FCFP%2FSavethedate&utm_source=Salvage%20%26%20Wreck%202021&user_id=900010637111&tracker_id=02TWYRXYA&esp=adestra
https://www.pemsea.org/east-asian-seas-congress-2021
https://www.oceanologyinternational.com/london/en-gb/about.html?utm_campaign=OI2022_Visit_Aware_Nurtu_E_25_May_New_Data%20&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua&querytoken=Z0%2Fu38WkpuYAdLmFphLlFzScybU52i%2FJ7qz%2FAXx21O8HVvQ8uOrLSjPlXz8c%20PXLXSrYCPh8zNsF1hFmS5YGxA%3D%3D&CampaignId=
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LINKS FOR DOWNLOADING AND READING OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

AMSA Update    Latest News from the Australian Maritime Safety Authority   Current issue 
ATRAC Newsletter    News from the Adriatic Training and Research Centre   October 2020 
AUSMEPA Bulletin    News from the Australian Marine Environment Protection Assoc’n  Summer 2020  
BIMCO Bulletin    Marine and shipping-related news from BIMCO     June 2021                                                                                                                                          
Newsletter from George Holliday  News and commentary on HSE issues from George Holliday  Free on request 
Cedre Newsletter    News from Cedre in Brittany, France     April 2021 
EMSA Newsletter                     News from the European Maritime Safety Agency   June 2021 
Environmental Expert   Environmental News from Environmental Expert    Current issue 
GDACS Newsletter    Daily alerts for natural disasters – earthquakes, floods, typhoons, etc. Free on request 
GEF Newsletter    Monthly Newsletter from the Global Environment Facility                      Subscription 
GESAMP      Group of Experts on the Scientific Aspects of Marine Environmental Protection    Latest news     
GISEA Quarterly Newsletter   News from Global Initiative for South-East Asia    Q3 2020 
IMO News Magazine   News from the International Maritime Organization           Autumn/Winter 2020 
IMO Publishing Newsletter                    New and forthcoming IMO publications    September  2020 
ITOPF Ocean Orbit    News magazine from ITOPF with interesting spill resonse articles  February2021       
JOIFF Catalyst Newsletter   Int’l Organisation for Industrial Hazard Management   Latest issue 
Maritime Executive Magazine  Often contains articles of interest to the spill response community  Current issue 
MED News    UNEP / MAP Barcelona Convention News    April 2021 
MOIG Newsletter    News from the Mediterranean Oil Industry Group   May 2021 

NCEC Newsletter    News from the National Chemical Emergency Centre   December 2020 
Navigate Response    Global crisis communications network for shipping & marine  Current issue 
NOAA OR&R    Weekly round-up of news from NOAA’s Office of Response & Restoration Latest issue 
Oceanbuzz    Newsletter giving news on the Ocean Technology Industry   Current issue 

OCIMF Newsletter   News from the Oil Companies International Marine Forum  Current issue 
OHMSETT Gazette     Oil Spill Response Research & Renewable Energy Test Facility Quarterly Autumn 2020 
Oiled Wildlife Log    Bi-annual Newsletter from Tri-State Bird Rescue & Research  May 2021 
OSPAR Newsletter    Protecting & Conserving the N.E. Atlantic and its resources   End of year 2019 
PEMSEA Newsletter    Healthy oceans, people and economies in the East Asian Seas  Current issue 
Pollution Online Newsletter   News for pollution prevention & control professionals   Current issue 
Salvage World     Quarterly Newsletter of the International Salvage Union   Current issue 
Sea Alarm Foundation Newsletter                            Oiled wildlife Preparedness and Response news from Sea Alarm  Current issue 
Society of Maritime Industries  News from the UK’s maritime engineering and business services sector. April 1, 2021 
Spill Alert     Quarterly Newsletter from UK & Ireland Spill Association   December 2020 
Technology Innovation News Survey                        News from US EPA – Contaminated Site Decontamination                    May 1-15, 2021 
The Marine Insurer    Includes latest news on pollution insurance matters   June 2021 
The Maritime Advocate   Maritime News from Sandra Speares     Current issue 
UNEP News    Latest News from United Nations Environmental Programme  Latest News 
USA EPA Tech Direct      Remediation of contaminated soil and groundwater   June 1, 2021 
USA Federal Contract Opportunities  The authoritative source for federal contract opportunities                   June 6 - 13, 2021     
Water Pollution & Flood News  Monthly round-ups of UK & Worldwide Spill and Flood News  Free on request 

 
Your editor depends on regular receipt of updated URL links for listed publications. If these are not received, relevant entries will be 
discontinued. Publishers are kindly requested to advise the editor john.mcmurtrie@spillcontrol.org  if any links are not up-to-date 
 

INCIDENT REPORTS 

SRI LANKA: CONTINUING REPORTS ON THE X-PRESS PEARL 
REPORTS FROM X-PRESS PEARL - INCIDENT INFORMATION CENTRE https://www.x-presspearl-informationcentre.com/ 

Press Reports are given below – Click on the names of the highlighted publications 
June 13 - Sri Lanka Files Initial $40M Claim Over X-Press Pearl Fire – The Maritime Executive 
June 14 - Plastic 'Snow' From Disastrous Sri Lankan Ship Fire Could Take 1,000 Years to Degrade – Nature World News 
June 15 - No bunker fuel remains onboard X-Press Pearl, salvor reports confirm - Nation 
June 16 - Sri Lanka studying if dead dolphins, turtles washing ashore are linked to S'pore flagged X-Press Pearl fire – Straits Times 
June 16 - Three UN Ecology experts here today to assess damage, calculate rightful claim – Daily News 
June 17 - Expectation is that the X-Press Pearl will remain on the bottom for months to come – The Maritime Executive 
June 18 - Foreign Ministry hosts stakeholder meeting to brief foreign experts on the MV-X Press Pearl Disaster – Colombo Page 
June 20 - More 70 turtles, sea birds, dolphins and juvenile Blue Whale found dead so far - Island 
 

USA: LOUISIANA - WRECK OF SEACOR POWER IS CRACKING, CHANGING SALVAGE 
PLANS FOR SUNKEN LIFT BOAT 
 
June 11 - Cracking in the structure means that it will not be able to raise in one piece, according to an update from the Unified 
Command on Wednesday June 9th.  Insurance Marine News / Read more 

https://www.amsa.gov.au/news-community/newsletters/amsa-update-2021-editions
https://mailchi.mp/8c234a4863af/atrac-newsletter-no-08
https://www.ausmepa.org.au/em/26/
http://portfolio.cpl.co.uk/BIMCO/202106/cover/
mailto:George%20Holliday%20%3cghholliday22@gmail.com%3e
http://wwz.cedre.fr/en/content/download/10630/file/300_EN.pdf
http://www.emsa.europa.eu/newsroom/latest-news/item/4431-newsletter-june-2021.html
https://www.environmental-expert.com/news
https://www.gdacs.org/
https://www.thegef.org/newsletter
http://www.gesamp.org/news
http://www.gisea.org/uploads/files/29/GISEA-Quarterly_Newsletter_Q32020.pdf
https://issuu.com/imo-news/docs/imo_news_-_autumn_winter_issue_-_2020
http://www.imo.org/en/Publications/Documents/Newsletters%20and%20Flyers/Newsletters/sep_b2c2020.html
https://www.itopf.org/news-events/news/article/new-edition-of-ocean-orbit-published-4/
https://joiff.com/catalystdir/
https://maritime-executive.com/magazine
https://www.unep.org/unepmap/news/news/full-steam-ahead
http://medoilgroup.org/newsletters/Newsletter_Issue_39.pdf
https://the-ncec.com/en/news-en/ncec-newsletter-%E2%80%93-december-2020
https://www.navigateresponse.com/
http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/orr-weekly-report
https://www.oceanbusiness.com/oceanbuzz/issues/?
https://www.ocimf.org/news/newsletter
https://www.ohmsett.com/gazette/Ohmsett%20Gazette%20Fall%202020_Digital.pdf
https://tristatebird.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Oiled-Wildlife-Log_Volume-4.pdf
https://www.ospar.org/emails/end-of-year-news-2019
http://www.pemsea.org/publications/magazines-and-newsletters
https://www.pollutiononline.com/resource/news
http://www.marine-salvage.com/salvage-world/
https://www.sea-alarm.org/publications/news_archive/
https://www.maritimeindustries.org/News-from-the-Society-of-Maritime-Industries-
https://issuu.com/ukeirespill/docs/spill_alert_-_issue_19_-_digital
https://clu-in.org/products/tins/
https://issuu.com/cannonevents/docs/tmi-issue-6-june2021-62pp_full_issue
https://themaritimeadvocate.com/
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories
https://clu-in.org/techdirect/td062021.htm
https://clu-in.org/Federal-Contract-Opportunities
mailto:business.synergies@me.com
mailto:john.mcmurtrie@spillcontrol.org
https://www.x-presspearl-informationcentre.com/
https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/sri-lanka-files-initial-40m-claim-over-x-press-pearl-fire
https://www.natureworldnews.com/articles/46403/20210614/scientists-it-could-take-plastic-snow-emanating-from-container-ship-fire-1-000-years-to-degrade.htm
https://www.nation.lk/online/no-bunker-fuel-remains-onboard-x-press-pearl-salvor-reports-confirm-92798.html
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/south-asia/sri-lanka-studying-if-dead-dolphins-turtles-washing-ashore-are-linked-to-ship-fire
http://www.dailynews.lk/2021/06/16/local/251736/three-un-ecology-experts-here-today-assess-damage-calculate-rightful-claim
https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/x-press-pearl-settles-to-the-bottom-expected-to-be-there-for-months
http://www.colombopage.com/archive_21A/Jun18_1624020655CH.php
https://island.lk/x-press-pearl-disaster-more-70-turtles-sea-birds-dolphins-and-juvenile-blue-whale-found-dead-so-far/
https://insurancemarinenews.com/insurance-marine-news/wreck-of-seacor-power-is-cracking-changing-salvage-plans-for-sunken-lift-boat/
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INCIDENT REPORTS (CONTINUED) 

PANAMA: OIL SPILL IMPACTS BEACHES ON TOBAGO ISLAND 
Reports received from Carlos Sagrera, Member of ISCO Council for Panama and ISCO Representante para Región Iberoamericana  

 

 
 

June 13 - Once again, an oil spill of unknown origin occurred this week off the coast of the island of Taboga, located in the Bay of 
Panama, near the capital city of Panama. The impact was on the island's beaches, demanding cleaning tasks from the authorities 
(Panama Maritime Authority). The issue worries the authorities and especially the communities of the island of Taboga (a tourist 
place) that are repeatedly hit by this situation and it is never possible to identify the culprits, despite the fact that the authorities 
indicate that investigations are carried out but never culminate with known results, much less the information is transparent. Possible 
causes of these spills are the vessels that operate in the STS area that is at the exit of the Panama Canal, fishing vessels that are in the 
anchorage area and carry out illegal discharges, or even incidents produced in unloading operations of slops of other vessels in the 
anchorage area that carry out these operations prior to their passage through the Panama Canal. The Director General of Ports and 
Maritime Industries of the Panama Maritime Authority, Flor Pitty, said that "the clean-up work for the spill is so far 60% complete” 
and pointed out that so far 5 vessels have been inspected in the anchorage area, from which samples were taken for comparison with 
the product that was spilled. “We hope that the results of these investigations will be known soon and that they will result in the 
appropriate fines on the offenders, the only way to dissuade these endemic bad practices that threaten the environment in the area”. 
According to reliable sources, the authorities are studying prevention and surveillance methods that could include overflight systems 
with drones to detect offending vessels. Below are some press links in Spanish. 
 
https://www.laestrella.com.pa/nacional/210611/naves-contaminan-desechos-mares-costas 

https://www.prensa.com/economia/amp-empieza-a-recopilar-evidencias-para-dar-con-los-responsables-de-contaminacion-en-

taboga/ 

 

June 18 Update - Coastal clean-up work continues on the island of Taboga due to the oil spill of last week with significant impacts on 
the beaches and coasts of this tourist and fishing island. There have also been denials from alleged perpetrators, who are accused in 
the media by environmental NGOs without concrete evidence. The presence on the island of the Administrator of the Panama 
Maritime Authority (AMP), Mr. Noriel Araúz, reflects the repercussions that this endemic situation has had at the level of public 
opinion that the successive administrations of the AMP have been unable to solve in a definitive way. His response work is limited to 
cleaning the contaminated areas (now 80%), and the positive news is his declaration of intentions to locate the responsible vessel 
within those that normally operate in the anchorage area. But nothing is officially said about what will be done to prevent this type 
of situation, which necessarily involves a systematic surveillance and monitoring of the activities carried out there and / or a 
readjustment of the activities allowed in the area."  Here follows some further local press reports – 

https://www.laestrella.com.pa/nacional/210617/replica-caso-contaminacion-taboga 

https://www.metrolibre.com/nacionales/205069-amp-asegura-que-busca-al-culpable-del-derrame-de-combustible-en-taboga.html 
https://www.panamaamerica.com.pa/sociedad/quienes-son-los-responsables-de-la-contaminacion-ambiental-en-taboga-1188767 

 

FRANCE: CORSICA - FRENCH PROSECUTORS HUNT FOR SOURCE OF OIL SPILL 

June 13 - Last week, French authorities spotted a long slick of heavy oil off the east coast of Corsica, prompting concerns that it 
might drift ashore on the island's well-known beaches.  

During a training exercise Friday, pilots from the French Navy's base in Corsica spotted a 20-nm slick floating about five nm off the 
coast, and they reported it up the chain of command. The French Customs vessel Libecciu confirmed the spill and took samples of 
the waste for analysis.  

The French Maritime Prefecture of the Mediterranean (Premar Mediterranee) brought in multiple pollution response vessels to 
clean up the spill, including the French Navy tugs Pionnier and Jason and the offshore tug Altagna.  Maritime Executive / Read more 

https://www.laestrella.com.pa/nacional/210611/naves-contaminan-desechos-mares-costas
https://www.prensa.com/economia/amp-empieza-a-recopilar-evidencias-para-dar-con-los-responsables-de-contaminacion-en-taboga/
https://www.prensa.com/economia/amp-empieza-a-recopilar-evidencias-para-dar-con-los-responsables-de-contaminacion-en-taboga/
https://www.laestrella.com.pa/nacional/210617/replica-caso-contaminacion-taboga
https://www.metrolibre.com/nacionales/205069-amp-asegura-que-busca-al-culpable-del-derrame-de-combustible-en-taboga.html
https://www.panamaamerica.com.pa/sociedad/quienes-son-los-responsables-de-la-contaminacion-ambiental-en-taboga-1188767
https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/french-prosecutors-hunt-for-source-of-oil-spill-off-corsica
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INCIDENT REPORTS (CONTINUED) 

TURKEY: DISPATCHES SKIMMERS AND VACUUMS TO CLEAN UP "SEA SNOT" 
June 14 - Response teams are working to remove massive quantities of marine mucilage - otherwise known as "sea snot" - from the 
surface of Turkey's Sea of Marmara, the enclosed body of water between the Aegean and the Bosporus.  

Within the first two days of the cleanup, about 1,000 responders had collected 14,000 cubic feet of the substance at multiple sites, 
according to Environment and Urban Planning Minister Murat Kurum.   The Maritime Executive / Read more 

USA: ILLINOIS - FIRE CREWS SAY MASSIVE CHEMICAL FIRE IS NOW UNDER 
CONTROL; CAUSE BEING INVESTIGATED 
June 15 - The fire's thick, black plume of smoke changed to a dark shade of white Tuesday morning as crews continued their efforts 

to suppress the fire for a second day. By 5 p.m. Tuesday, Rockton fire Chief Kirk Wilson said the plan had progressed as anticipated 

and the fire was under control. He also said water runoff from suppression efforts had been contained from spilling into the Rock 

River.   USA Today / Read more 

SPAIN ARRESTS SUBTERFUGE TANKER FOR ILLEGAL OIL DUMPING 
June 15 - A product tanker linked to US-sanctioned oil trades with Venezuela has been detained off La Palma, one of the Canary 
Islands, for illegally discharging oil. Mitma, the Spanish transport ministry, ordered the Liberia-flagged, 2003-built, 47,147 dwt Aldan 
(IMO: 9258014) to divert to port at Almeria on June 13 after the European Maritime Safety Agency satellite spotted the discharge 147 
miles (237 km) northwest of La Palma, in Spain’s exclusive economic zone. The illegal discharge created a 55 sq km oil stain in the 
Atlantic, Mitma said, adding that the vessel would remain detained until “those responsible” paid a security.   Lloyd List / Read more 
 

INDIA: CONTAINER SHIP LEAKS OIL IN BAY OF BENGAL 
Jun 16  - Container ship Devon reportedly, suffered crack in portside fuel tank area, followed by oil leak, on Jun 16, some 260 nm se 
of Chennai, India, in Bay of Bengal. The ship duly informed MRCC Colombo on accident, she was drifting for some time, resumed 
sailing, then stopped for the second time, and as of 1730 utc Jun 17, was under way again. She’s en route from Colombo Sri Lanka to 
Haldia, India, with 382 containers on board. All fuel in damaged fuel tank was pumped to another tank. Allegedly, some 10 tons leaked.                                 
Maritime Bulletin / Read more 
 

NEW ZEALAND: CHEMICAL SPILL AT NAPIER PORT HALTS CONTAINER TERMINAL 
OPERATIONS 
June 17 - A chemical spill from a container at Napier Port halted terminal operations this morning. Seven fire engines were called 
shortly before 10am and crews focused on containing the chemical to stop it getting into the waterways. 
 
A Fire and Emergency New Zealand spokesperson said the spill was believed to be a type of polyline chemical used to make 
polystyrene. "I understand a blistered container within a larger shipping container has split and caused the spill."                                                            
NZ Herald / Read more 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this newsletter is accurate unintentional 
mistakes can occur.  No liability for consequences of errors is accepted but, if an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be 
printed in a following issue of this newsletter.  Products and services featured in the ISCO Newsletter and/or the ISCO website, 
including the International Directory of Spill Response Supplies and Services, have not been tested, approved or endorsed by ISCO. 
Any claims made by suppliers of products or services are solely those of the suppliers and ISCO does not accept any liability for their 
accuracy. It should not be assumed that views and opinions expressed in linked reports, articles and other content reflect the views 
of the organization.  Subscription is subject to acceptance of ISCO’s Terms and Conditions as published on the website 
www.spillcontrol.org and your acceptance of ISCO’s Data Protection and Privacy Policy. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

ISCO RESPECTS YOUR PRIVACY - UNSOLICITED MAIL  
 
ISCO does not buy or make use of contact lists offered by data vendors. We do not send out unsolicited promotional mail to ISCO 
newsletter subscribers.  We will only send you the ISCO Newsletter if you are a Member or have subscribed or given your contact 
information to ISCO. If you would like to receive the ISCO Newsletter you can subscribe online at www.spillcontrol.org 
 
If at any time you decide you do not want to continue receiving the Newsletter you should click on the “unsubscribe” button at the 
foot of the covering letter sent out with each issue of the ISCO Newsletter. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/turkey-dispatches-skimmers-and-vacuums-to-clean-up-sea-snot
https://eu.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2021/06/15/rockton-illinois-chemical-plant-fire-chemtool-burning/7697638002/
https://lloydslist.maritimeintelligence.informa.com/LL1137174/Spain-arrests-subterfuge-tanker-for-illegal-oil-dumping
https://www.maritimebulletin.net/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/hawkes-bay-today/news/chemical-spill-at-napier-port-halts-container-terminal-operations/ZHTL4O3BW3V7GEYZ64XU4CHMKA/
http://www.spillcontrol.org/
http://www.spillcontrol.org/

